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INTRODUCTION 

The  transfer  of  the  public  domain  to  private  ownership  has  had  a  lengthy 
legislative  history  that  can  be  traced  back  at  least  to  the  Ordinance  of 
1785.  That  act  authorized  the  survey  of  public  lands  into  rectangular 
sections  one  mile  square  and  their  sale,  in  lots  of  one  section  or  more,  to 
the  highest  bidders.  Between  1785  and  1796,  surveyors  were  appointed  for 
each  region  to  be  surveyed,  and  these  officials  were  supervised  by  the  Geo- 
grapher of  the  United  Status,  an  office  dating  from  the  early  Revolutionary 
era.  The  Land  Act  of  1796  (1  Stat.  464)  abolished  the  position  of  Geographer 
and  established  the  position  of  Surveyor  General.  Surveyors  general  were  to 
be  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department,  appointed  by  the  President,  and  were 
authorized  to  hire  and  supervise  their  own  assistants,  or  deputy  surveyors. 
The  first  Surveyor  General,  appointed  in  1796,  was  "to  survey... the  lands 
lying  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio."  In  1803,  Congress  authorized  a  similar 
position  for  the  lands  south  of  the  Tenessee  River.  As  the  frontier  moved 
westward,  surveyors  general  were  appointed  for  western  districts  until  even- 
tually there  was  one  for  each  public  land  Territory  or  State. 

The  General  Land  Office  (GLO)  was  established  by  an  act  of  April  25,  1812  (2 
Stat.  716).  The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  was  to  "superintend, 
execute,  and  perform,  all  such  acts  and  things,  touching  or  respecting  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States..."  that  were  formerly  done  by  the  depart- 
ments of  State,  War,  and  the  Treasury.  The  new  office,  among  other  duties, 
took  over  the  supervision  of  local  land  offices,  which  had  hitherto  been 
without  a  specific  managing  unit  within  the.  Treasury  Department.  However,  not 
until  1836  (5  Stat.  107),  were  the  surveyors  general  placed  under  the 
supervision  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

The  GLO  remained  a  part  of  the  Treasury  Department  until  1849,  when  it  was 
incorporated  into  the  newly  formed  Department  of  the  Interior.  In  1946,  the 
General  Land  Office  and  the  Grazing  Service  (which  had  been  created  in  1934  to 
administer  the  districts  established  under  the  Taylor  Grazing  Act)  were 
combined  to  form  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  which  has  remained  within  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  to  the  present. 

The  initial  point  of  contact  between  the  settler  and  the  government  in  the 
land  claims  process  was  the  district  (local)  land  office.  The  Land  Act  of 
1796  established  procedures  for  land  sales  at  Pittsburgh  and  Cincinnati.  The 
Land  Act  of  1800  (2  Stat.  73)  eased  the  credit  restrictions,  lowered  the 
minimum  purchase  requirement,  and  authorized  four  additional  local  land 
offices.  Each  office  was  to  be  staffed  by  a  Register  and  a  Receiver.  The 
register  was  to  be  responsible  for  the  land  entry  papers  until  they  were 
forwarded  to  Washington  and  for  maintaining  the  tract  books  and  other  records 
relating  to  the  land  claims.  The  Receiver  was  to  be  accountable  for  all 
public  revenues  involved.  The  two  officers  were  to  submit  similar  but 
separate  reports  monthly,  thereby  maintaining  a  system  of  checks  upon  each 
other.  Although  occasionally  modified  administratively  or  on  a  local  basis, 
this  structure  remained  virtually  unchanged  until  1946  when  the  position  of 
receiver  was  abolished. 
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A  person  wishing  to  make  an  "entry"  of  any  type  went  to  the  Register  of  the 
local  land  office  and  filed  his  claim  upon  the  public  domain.  Some  entries, 
such  as  preemptions  and  similar  cash  entries,  were  settled  fairly  quickly  with 
little  paperwork  involved.  Other  types  of  claims,  such  as  homesteads,  desert 
lands,  and  timber  cultures,  required  numerous  proofs  extending  over  a  period 
of  years.  As  appropriate,  the  entryman  returned  to  the  land  office  and  filed 
his  papers,  which  ranged  from  the  simple  applications  to  purchase  to  long-term 
proofs,  affidavits,  public  notices,  newspaper  printings,  and  other  docu- 
ments. When  all  the  legal  requirements  for  title  to  the  claimed  land  had  been 
satisfied,  a  final  certificate  was  issued  by  the  Register  to  the  entryman  and 
the  accumulated  papers  were  forwarded  to  the  General  Land  Office.  If,  upon 
examination  by  the  GLO,  everything  was  found  to  be  in  order,  a  patent  was 
prepared  and  (usually)  sent  to  the  Register  for  delivery  to  the  entryman. 

Congress  created  the  Territory  of  Colorado  in  February  1861.  On  June  2,  1862, 
Congress  authorized  the  first  land  office  for  the  new  territory  (12  Stat. 
413),  which  was  opened  in  Golden  City  in  March  1863  but  was  moved  to  Denver 
the  following  year. 

There  have  been  land  offices  established  in  16  towns  in  Colorado  at  various 
times.  A  land  office  was  usually  closed  when  there  were  less  than  100,000 
acres  of  public  land  left  in  its  district,  although  many  of  the  Colorado 
offices  (Fairplay,  Golden  City,  Lake  City)  were  closed  simply  to  relocate  them 
in  more  convenient  locations.  The  trend  toward  consolidation  continued  as  the 
public  lands  diminished  and  the  era  of  the  mining  booms  faded.  The  closure  of 
the  cffices^in  Del  Norte,  Leadville,  Durango,  Lamar,  Montrose,  and  Sterling  in 
1925  and  Glenwood  Springs  in  1927  left  only  the  land  offices  in  Denver  and 
Pueblo.  The  land  offices  in  the  southern  third  of  the  state  were  incorporated 
into  Pueblo's  area  of  responsibility  while  Denver  assumed  the  functions  of  the 
others.  In  1949,  the  Pueblo  office  was  closed  and  its  records  were 
transferred  to  Denver.  The  latter  office  was  reorganized  and  named  the 
Colorado  State  Office  that  year,  a  title  it  has  retained  to  the  present  time. 

The  first  Surveyor  General  for  Colorado,  Francis  Case,  opened  his  office  in 
Denver  on  June  17,  1861,  and  was  instructed  to  run  his  initial  surveys  accord- 
ing to  "the  wants  and  demands  of  the  actual  settlers  desirous  to  acquire 
titles  to  surveyed  land."  For  the  most  part,  this  meant  the  mining  districts 
and  the  small  strip  of  agricultural  development  along  the  Front  Range.  Pro- 
posals for  surveys  were  normally  the  result  of  the  settlers'  petiitions, 
congressional  legislation,  or  an  administrative  decision  of  the  General  Land 
Office. 

Once  a  proposal  was  approved  surveys  were  normally  performed  by  a  deputy 
surveyor  under  contract,  with  the  Surveyor  General.  In  addition  to  the  actual 
surveying,  the  contract  deputies  were  also  responsible  for  keeping  detailed 
field  notes  of  the  work  so  that  the  staff  of  the  survey  office  could  draft  the 
plats.  A  primary  responsibility  of  the  Surveyor  General  was  the  examination 
and  certification  of  plats  and  field  notes  created  by  the  deputies.  After 
such  certification,  a  duplicate  was  filed  with  the  General  Land  Office  and  a 


triplicate  copy  was  sent  to  the  appropriate  land  office  while  the  original 
remained  in  the  survey  office. 

The  surveys  in  Colorado  were  initially  marred  by  much  fraud  and  incompe- 
tence. Beginning  in  the  1890s,  after  many  complaints  and  much  investigation, 
a  series  of  new  surveys  and  resurveys  were  conducted.  The  new  surveys  were 
for  the  small  amount  of  unsurveyed  of  public  land  left  in  the  state  while  the 
resurveys  were  to  recover  old  boundary  markers,  confirm  them,  and  make  changes 
where  necessary.  Resurveys  were  difficult  because  of  the  problem  of  discover- 
ing the  old  markers,  but  they  were  particularly  hard  in  Colorado  because  so 
many  of  the  original  surveys  proved  to  have  questionable  validity.  Many  of 
the  records  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Colorado  relate  to  or  are  a  product  of 
these  resurveys. 

By  an  Act  of  March  14,  1862  (12  Stat.  355),  the  position  of  Surveyor  General 
of  Utah  was  combined  with  that  of  Colorado.  The  "effects  and  archives"  of  the 
Utah  office  in  Salt  Lake  City  were  transferred  to  Denver  and  the  land  surveys 
for  both  Territories  were  administered  from  the  latter  town  beginning  on  July 
1,  1862,  and  countinuing  until  the  Utah  office  was  reestablished  by  an  Act  of 
July  16,  1868  (15  Stat.  91).  The  plats,  field  notes,  contracts,  and  similar 
records  relating  to  the  surveys  in  Utah  were  sent  back  to  Salt  Lake  City. 
However,  the  Utah-related  correspondence  was  retained  in  Denver  and  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  letters  of  the  Surveyor  General  described  in  this  inven- 
tory. 

The  contract  system  of  surveying  was  ended  by  an  act  of  June  25,  1910  (36 
Stat.  675),  which  provided  for  surveys  to  be  made  by  appointees  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Thus,  the  system  of  contracted  deputy  surveyors, 
which  had  functioned  for  a  century,  was  abolished  and  the  deputies  were 
replaced  by  salaried  surveyors.  It  was  hoped  that  this  change  would  eliminate 
the  problem  of  finding  competent  and  honest  surveyors. 

In  that  same  year  (1910),  the  position  of  Supervisor  of  Surveys  was  estab- 
lished in  Denver  to  oversee  the  actual  field  work  of  surveying  (36  Stat. 
1353).  Each  of  the  ten  surveying  districts  into  which  the  country  was  divided 
was  under  the  direction  of  an  assistant,  or  associate,  supervisor.  Most  of 
the  paper  work  continued  to  be  handled  by  the  surveyors  general,  who  issued 
special  survey  instructions,  prepared  plats,  handled  public  monies,  and  acted 
as  custodians  of  the  survey  records.  This  division  of  survey  responsibilities 
continued  until  July  1,  1925  (42  Stat.  1141),  when  the  position  of  surveyor 
general  was  abolished  and  all  surveying  duties  were  given  to  the  Supervisor  of 
Surveys. 

The  records  described  in  this  inventory  are  those  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Man- 
agement for  Colorado  which  are  now  (to  1983)  in  the  custody  of  the  Archives 
Branch,  Federal  Archives  and  Records  Center,  Denver,  Colorado.  These  records 
also  include  those  of  the  Bureau's  antecedent  services,  the  General  Land 
Office  and  the  Grazing  Service.  The  majority  of  this  material  was  created  by 
the  General  Land  Office  and,  more  specifically,  by  the  individual  land  offices 
in  Colorado.  Most  of  the  remaining  records  were  created  in  relation  to  the 


operations  of  the  Surveyor  General's  office.  Although  this  material  was 
retired  to  the  Archives  Branch  from  the  Colorado  State  Office  of  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management,  every  effort  has  been  made  to  identify  the  actual  originating 
office  for  description  purposes. 

The  records  described  under  the  individual  land  offices  are  arranged  generally 
chronologically  by  date  of  the  legislation  authorizing  each  type  of  entry. 
Therefore,  all  records  relating  to  homesteads  are  grouped  together  regardless 
of  the  actual  title  used  for  the  entries.  All  cash,  desert,  mineral,  and 
timber  entry  records  are  similarly  grouped  unto  themselves.  These  groupings 
are  followed  by  the  broader  items  such  as  patent  books  and  by  miscellaneous 
items.  The  correspondence  is  described  last  because,  except  for  that  of  the 
Surveyor  General,  it  is  extremely  fragmentary. 

Several  specific  points  about  the  descriptions  should  be  noted.  In  many  of 
the  series  descriptions,  a  price  per  acre  is  given.  Except  for  actual  cash 
purchases,  this  refers  to  the  price  per  acre  that  the  land  was  evaluated  at 
and,  in  most  cases,  does  not  reflect  an  actual  paid  price.  Virtually  all 
these  records  relate  to  either  the  tract  books  or  the  serial  registers,  fre- 
quently to  both,  and  with  surprising  frequency  to  similar  volumes  in  more  than 
one  land  office.  This  central  relationship  to  most  of  the  other  records. is 
why  these  volumes  are  described  first,  where  they  exist,  and  is  why  they  are 
not  specifically  singled  out  within  the  inventory  as  "related  records."  All 
mineral  entries  are  understood  to  relate  to  the  mineral  plats  and  their 
indices  unless  specified  otherwise. 

There  are  many  gaps  in  the  records.  For  example,  a  series  may  contain  some  of 
an  obviously  greater  number  of  volumes.  A  most  common  occurance  is  the 
presence  of  one  type  of  record  for  a  land  office  but  the  total  absence  of  the 
complementary  set  (entries-final  certificates)  or  the  absence  of  the  same  type 
of  records  for  another  land  office.  Not  just  the  quantity  but  the  variety  of 
records  created  for  the  Denver  and  Pueblo  land  offices  should  be  used  as  a 
gauge  for  missing  items  in  other  land  offices.  The  most  obvious  gap  in  the 
records  of  all  the  land  offices  is  the  absence  of  correspondence.  The  reason 
for  this  is  unknown  but  the  lack  of  correspondence  is  consistent  except  for 
isolated  fragments.  However,  much  of  the  information  that  would  have  been 
found  in  these  records  is  available  in  the  GLO  correspondence  files  in  the 
custody  of  the  National  Archives  in  Washington,  D.C. 

The  records  are  in  excellent  physical  condition  although  age  and  use  have 
levied  an  inevitable  toll.  There  are  1,294  cubic  feet  of  records  that  are 
part  of  Record  Group  49,  Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 

Related  records  held  by  the  Denver  Regional  Archives  Branch  include  tract  and 
abstract  books  similar  to  those  described  herein  for  Arizona,  Montana,  New 
Mexico,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  and  Utah;  land  entry  records  for  these 
states  and  Wyoming;  correspondence  of  the  surveyors  general  for  Montana  (1867- 
94)  and  Wyoming  (1870-1908);  and  correspondence  of  the  Supervisor  of  Surveys 
(1910-46).  The  records  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Utah  contain  information 
for  the  period  1862-68  when  that  Territory's  surveys  were  administered  from 
the  office  in  Denver. 


Duplicate  copies  of  many  of  the  tract  books  and  abstract  books  described  in 
this  inventory  are  held  by  the  General  Branch,  Civil  Archives  Division  of  the 
National  Archives  in  Washington,  D.C.     That  division  also  holds  the  records  of 
all  land  entries  in  Colorado  on  which  action  (patented,  cancellation,  etc.) 
was  completed  prior  to  July  1,  1908,  and  for  entries  that  were  patented  after 
that  date.  That  office  also  holds  bound  record  copies  of  patents,  except 
those  in  mineral  cases,  prior  to  July  1,  1908.  Non-mineral  patents  after  July 
1,  1908,  are  held  by  the  Eastern  States  Office  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Manage- 
ment in  Alexandria,  Virginia;  correspondence  prior  to  that  date  is  held  by  the 
Legislative  and  Natural  Resources  Branch  of  the  National  Archives.  Also  of 
considerable  interest  are  the  circulars  distributed  by  the  GLO  containing 
instructions,  advice,  and  policy.  While  these  appear  infrequently  throughout 
the  records,  a  nearly  complete  set  is  held  by  the  National  Archives. 


BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT 

COLORADO 
CENTRAL  CITY  LAND  OFFICE 


The  land  office  in  Central  City  was  opened  in  1868  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
gold  strikes  that  sparked  the  rush  to  the  Rockies  and,  predictably,  processed 
a  ^/ery   large  number  of  mineral  entries  compared  to  other  types  of  claims. 
With  the  decline  of  the  mines  business  fell  dramatically  towards  the  end  of 
the  century.  In  1894,  the  land  office  was  closed  and  its  records  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Denver  Land  Office. 


1.  TRACT  BOOK.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  township  and  range.  Un indexed. 

A  tract  book  is:  a  volume  in  which  the  Register  of  the  land  office  recorded 
almost  all  types  of  entries  made  on  the  public  domain,  mineral  entries  being 
the  most  important  exception.  While  recording  information  from  initial  filing 
until;  patenting  or  cancellation  by  the  General  Land  Office  or  relinquishment 
by  an  entryman,  the  tract  book  also  provides  a  geographical  portrayal  of  land 
settlement  patterns.  Each  entry  generally  gives  the  legal  description  of  the 
land  filed  on,  acreage  of  the  claim,  rate  per  acre  and  total  purchase  money 
that  the  land  was  evaluated  at,  purchaser,  date  of  sale,  the  number  of  the 
certificate  of  purchase  or  entry,  and  remarks.  The  remarks  section  in  this 
particular  tract  book  has  been  divided  into  columns  marked  "by  whom  patented," 
"date  of  patent,"  and  "where  recorded"  but  this  information  is  not  always 
provided.  The  land  covered  by  this  tract  book  includes  Township  1-9  South, 
Range  71  West;  Township  1-5  South,  Range  72  and  73  West;  and  Township  1  South, 
Range  74  West. 

2.  ABSTRACT  OF  DECLARATORY  STATEMENTS.  1875-1908.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  type  of  delaratory  statement  and  thereunder  by  statement  number. 
Un indexed. 

This  volume  was  begun  by  the  Register  of  the  land  office  at  Central  City, 
transferred  to  the  office  at  Leadville,  and  finally  moved  again  to  Gunnison. 
Each  entry  provides  the  number  of  the  declaratory  statement,  the  date  of 
actual  settlement,  the  date  when  the  entry  of  settlement  was  made  at  the  land 
office,  the  name  of  the  entryman,  a  legal  description  of  the  land,  and 
remarks. 

Settlers  in  areas  that  had  not  been  surveyed  or  that  had  been  surveyed  but  not 
officially  opened  for  settlement  could  use  declaratory  statements  to  give 
notice  that  they  intended  to  purchase  or  homestead  the  land  they  were  on  as 


soon  as  permitted  to  do  so.  These  declaratory  statements,  which  were  filed  at 
the  nearest  land  office,  gave  the  settler  pre-emptive  rights  to  the  land  for 
60-180  days,  although  in  practice  the  land  office  might  recognize  the  rights 
for  a  longer  period.  In  an  effort  to  increase  white  population,  the  govern- 
ment apparently  encouraged  the  use  of  declaratory  statements  in  unsurveyed 
areas  in  which  there  were  problems  with  Indians. 

There  are  nine  separate  series  of  entries  which  include  the  Declaratory  State- 
ments, numbers  1,376-2,839  with  gaps,  dated  December  2,  1875-November  3,  1884; 
entries  relating  to  the  Ute  Indian  Reservation,  1-77,  dated  March  13-  October 
31,  1884;  Coal  Land  entry  number  2,  April  22,  1882;  and  Soldiers  and  Sailors 
Homestead  Declaratory  Statements,  20-24,  November  2,  1882-December  15,  1884. 
Also  included  are  Leadville  land  office  entries  2,139-2,989  with  gaps  and 
dated  August  7,  1882-June  28,  1884,  and  Leadville  Coal  Lands,  231-235,  October 
15-November  8,  1884.  Entry  number  444  for  the  Ute  Reservation  dated  October 
13,  1884  was  entered  at  the  Gunnison  land  office  but  the  Timber  and  Stone  Act 
applications,  387-392,  April  25-June  2,  1908  are  unidentified  as  to  land 
office.  Finally,  there  is  a  Glenwood  Springs  land  office  entry  titled  "Indian 
Schools  Land  Selected  in  Lieu  of  Sections  16  and  36  Ute  Reservation  by  the 
State  of  Colorado,  Act  of  March  3,  1875."  This  last  series  has  entries  1  and 

2.  dated  June  to  July,  1888,  totalling  26,800  acres  selected  by  President  Alva 
Adams  and  Secretary  A.  Sagendorf  of  the  State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners. 
The  two  entries  give  the  statement  number,  acres  selected  (usually  in  lots  of 
160  acres),  date  filed,  the  legal  description  of  the  land,  and  remarks. 

i 

3.  REGISTER  OF  COAL  LAND  CASH  ENTRIES.  October  28,  1881 -February  11, 
1884.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-3  for  the  main  series  and  1  and  2  for  a  Ute  Reser- 
vation series.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  Register  of  the  land  office  to  record  cash 
purchases  of  portions  of  the  public  domain  that  had  been  designated  as  coal 
lands  under  the  Coal  Lands  Act  of  1873  (17  stat.  607).  The  entries  provide 
the  date  the  land  was  sold,  the  cash  purchase  certificate  number,  the  name  and 
residence  of  the  purchaser,  the  legal  description  of  the  land,  acreage,  price 
per  acre,  the  total  purchase  money,  and  occasionally  the  patent  number  and  the 
date  it  was  mailed  to  the  patentee. 

4.  REGISTER  OF  FINAL  CASH  CERTIFICATES.  June  29,  1868-October  28,  1893. 
1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-949.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  Register  of  the  Central  City  Land  Office  to 
record  cash  purchases  of  public  land.  The  information  recorded  includes  the 
date  and  number  of  the  certificate  issued,  the  name  and  residence  (usually 
Colorado)  of  the  purchaser,  the  legal  description  of  the  tract  purchased, 
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acreage,  rate  per  acre,  amount  of  purchase  money,  any  amount  received  in 
military  bounty  land  warrants,  date  the  patent  was  received  at  the  local  land 
office  from  the  General  Land  Office  (usually  a  9  to  12  month  delay),  and  a 
column  titled  "Remarks  Relative  to  Authorized  Changes  of  Entry,"  which  mainly 
refers  to  declaratory  statements  and  cash  payments  on  homestead  entries  in 
excess  of  160  acres. 

There  is  also  an  inserted  inventory  of  records  mailed  to  the  land  offices  at 
Garfield  and  Glenwood  Springs. 

5.  REGISTERS  OF  HOMESTEAD  ENTRIES.  August  29,  1868-January  29,  1894. 
2  vols.,  4  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-1,065  for  volume  1  and  1,066-1,110  for 
volume  2. 

These  two  volumes  were  maintained  by  the  Register  to  record  claims  filed  in 
accordance  with  the  Homestead  Act  of  1862  (12  Stat.  392).  The  registers  list 
the  number  and  date  of  the  application,  the  legal  description  of  the  land,  the 
number  of  acres  entered  upon,  the  name  and  residence  of  the  applicant,  appro- 
priate fees  and  commissions,  and  remarks.  Also  noted  are  documents  titled 
"Affidavits  of  Contest"  in  cases  in  which  a  petition  was  filed  for  revocation 
of  a  claim  and  acted  upon  in  favor  of  the  petitioner. 

Related  records  are  described  in  entry  6.  Also  relevant  are  the  Central  City 
entries  in  the  Glenwood  Springs  Registers  of  Homestead  Entries  described  in 
entry  80. 

6.  RECEIVER'S  REGISTER  OF  HOMESTEAD  FINAL  RECEIPTS.  August  22,  1873- 
February  16,  1894.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  the  receipt  number,  1-446.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  Receiver  to  record  receipts  issued  for 
commissions  and  administrative  fees  received  in  homestead  activities.  The 
information  given  includes  the  number  of  the  final  homestead  receipt  for 
payment,  the  tract  entered  and  its  legal  description,  the  name  and  residence 
of  the  applicant,  the  number  of  the  original  application,  any  applicable 
commissions,  the  evaluated  price  per  acre,  and  remarks  that  generally  concern 
the  mailing  or  delivery  of  the  patent  to  the  patentee. 

Related  records  include  the  registers  described  in  entry  5,  whose  land  entry 
numbers  match  the  numbers  of  the  original  applications  given  in  this  volume. 
The  registers  described  in  entry  80  also  have  related  material. 

7.  REGISTER'S  REGISTERS  OF  MINERAL  ENTRIES.  September  16,  1868-February 
20,  1894.  2  vols.,  4  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-4,099.  Unindexed. 


These  two  volumes  are  registers  maintained  by  the  officals  of  the  local  land 
office  to  record  mineral  entries  made  upon  the  public  domain.  Because  Central 
City  was  one  of  the  most  sustained  mineral  regions  in  the  state,  the  entries 
in  these  volumes  are  unusually  numerous.  The  information  they  contain 
includes  the  date  and  number  of  the  entry,  name  and  residence  of  the  claimant, 
name  of  his  claim  and  the  mining  district,  a  legal  description  of  the  land 
upon  which  the  claim  was  located,  the  area  of  land  and  the  purchase  price,  and 
the  date  the  patent  was  received  at  the  land  office.  In  the  second  volume, 
the  linear  feet  of  the  claim  (usually  1500  feet)  and  the  mineral  application 
number  are  also  given. 

Related  records  are  described  in  entries  9,  250,  252,  and  253. 

8.  REGISTERS  OF  MINERAL  ENTRIES.  May  4,  1869-Febuary  20,  1894.  4  vols., 
8  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-4,099.  Indexed  by  name  of  lode. 

These  volumes  give  much  the  same  information  as  the  registers  described  in 
entry  7,  but  were  maintained  separately,  possibly  by  the  Receiver.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  information  noted  in  entry  7,  these  volumes  also  record  the  volume 
and  page  number  where  the  patent  was  recorded  in  the  series  "Record  Copies  of 
Patents  Issued"  held  in  the  National  Archives  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Related  records  are  described  in  entries  7,  9,  25,  245-254,  256,  and  257. 

9.  REGISTERS  OF  APPLICATIONS  FOR  MINERAL  PATENTS.  1867-94.  4  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-4,503.  Indexed  alphabetically  by  name  of 
claim. 

These  volumes  record  patent  applications  submitted  by  entrymen  upon  completing 
the  requirements  for  title  to  their  claims.  They  contain  entries  relating  to 
the  counties  of  Boulder,  Clear  Creek,  Garfield,  Gilpin,  Grand,  and  Summit. 
The  information  given  includes  application  number  and  date,  name  of  claim  and 
claimant,  mining  district,  county,  mineral  entry  number,  legal  description, 
date,  mineral  survey  number,  and  remarks. 

The  last  volume  in  this  series  also  contains  seven  Ute  Indian  Reservation 
entries  for  Carbonate  Mineral  District,  Garfield  County,  dated  August  6, 
1884.  Notations  in  the  records  indicated  that  the  application  papers  were 
transferred  to  the  land  office  at  Glenwood  Springs. 

Related  records  are  described  in  entries  7,  8,  25,  245-254,  256,  and  257. 

10.  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  ENTRIES.  March  2,  1878-February  16,  1891. 
1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-108,  with  an  unnumbered  final  entry  dated 
December  29,  1891.  Unindexed. 


This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  Register  to  record  entries  made  under  the 
Timber  Culture  Act  of  March  3,  1873  (17  Stat.  605).  Information  given 
includes-  provides  the  number  and  date:  of  the  entry  application,  a  legal  des- 
cription" of  the  tract  entered,  name  and  residence  of  the  applicant,  appro- 
priate fees  and  commissions,  and  remarks  consisting  mainly  of  comments  on 
cancellations  and  excess  payments. 

Related  records  are  described  in  entry  87. 

11.  REGISTER  OF  VARIOUS  ENTRIES.-  1867-74.  1  vol..,  1/2  in. 

This  voTume  contains  four  separate  series  of  entries.  A  listing  of  mineral 
patent*  delivered  to  claimants  is  arranged  alphabetically  by  the  name  of  the 
lode,,  with  the  mineral  entry  number,  name  of  claimant,  and  the  date  the  patent 
was- delivered".  A  second  series  is  a  register  of  military  bounty  land 
warrants,  which  is  arranged  by  the  receipt  number,  1-111,  and  provides  the 
date  of  entry,  the  claimant's  name>  a  legal  description  of  the  land,  dates  of 
settlement  and  sale,  the  number  of  the  warrant  used  for  the  purchase,  and  the 
number  of  the  certificate  of  purchase..  The  other  two  series  are  similar  to 
the  land  warrants  and'  record  the  filing  of  declaratory  statements  to  initiate 
the  land  claim  process.  The  first  is  numbered  1-31  and  dated  June  19-November 
6,  1868,  and  the  other  is  numbered  1-8  and  is  dated  December  9,  1872-October 
28,  1874.  Pages  169-172  are  missing  from  the  volume.  There  is  also  an  un- 
identified series  numbered  148-152  and  dated  May  1870,  which  resembles  the 
declaratory  statements  series. 

Related  records  are  described  in  entries  1,  8,  25,  250,  251,  and  253. 


DEL  NORTE  LAND  OFFICE 

The  Del  Norte  Land  Office  was  opened  in  1875  and  closed  in  1925.  Its  records 
were  transferred  to  and  incorporated  with  those  of  the  Pueblo  Land  Office. 

12.  TRACT  BOOKS.  16  vols.,  1  1/2  ft. 

These  are  typical  tract  books  such  as  those  described  in  entry  1. 

13.  SERIAL  REGISTER  BOOKS.  July  1,  1908-April  25-,  1925.  6  vols.,  2  ft. 

Arranged  by  serial  number,  01-05,609.  Un indexed.  An  index  of  entrymen  is 
maintained  by  the  Colorado  State  Office  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 

After  June  1908,  the  General  Land  Office  added  serial  registers  to  its  system 
of  recording  land  entries.  Unlike  the  tract  books  in  which  entries  are 
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arranged  by  the  land's  legal  description,  the  serial  register  book  entries  are 
by  number  assigned  serially  at  the  time  of  entry  regardless  of  location  or 
type  of  claim.  There  is  one  page  for  each  entry,  which  includes  a  chronologi- 
cal listing  of  all  actions  taken  in  the  entry  and  includes  the  kind  of  filing 
(homestead,  desert  land,  oil  and  gas,  mineral,  timber,  and  so  forth),  name  and 
address  of  the  claimant,  the  serial  number  assigned  by  the  land  office  to  that 
entry,  the  legal  description  of  the  land,  acreage,  and  dated  remarks  relevant 
to  the  progress  of  the  claim. 

Many  cases  were  still  open  when  the  land  office  was  closed  and  its  jurisdic- 
tion transferred  to  Pueblo.  Those  cases  were  then  assigned  a  Pueblo  serial 
number  in  the  48,000  range,  as  noted  in  this  register.  Such  entries  are  also 
found  in  the  Pueblo  serial  register  books  described  in  entry  191  with  Del 
Norte  cross-references  and  a  full  transcript  of  the  abolished  land  office's 
actions. 

14.  ABSTRACTS  OF  DECLARATORY  STATEMENTS  AND  OTHER  ENTRIES.  March  22,  1874- 
May  26,  1908.  3  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  type  of  entry  and  thereunder  by  statement  number.  Un indexed. 

Volume  1  is  dated  December  22,  1874-June  11,  1890  and  is  numbered  1-4,872. 
Volume  2  has  a  series  titled  "Soldiers  Declaratory  Statements,"  1-124,  dated 
October  16,  1875-March  27,  1908  and  a  series  of  Coal  Lands,  1-63,  dated  August 
12,  1876-March  23,  1895.  There  was  also  a  typed  list  of  entries,  1-48,  and 
some  miscellaneous  declaratory  statements  for  the  Pueblo  Land  Office.  Volume 
3  has  declaratory  statements  1-4948,  dated  December  22,  1874  to  October  29, 
1891  and  duplicates  the  information  found  in  volume  1  and  may  simply  be  a 
transcription  of  the  earlier  volume.  Volume  3  further  has  a  series  of  Timber 
and  Stone  Statements,  1-96,  December  4,  1899  to  May  26,  1908.  Volume  3  also 
contains  Timber  Permit  97  dated  September  13,  1897;  Declaratory  Reservoir 
Statements  1-6,  July  8,  1899-April  8,  1902,  an  unnumbered  entry  for  the  Rio 
Grande  Reservoir  and  Ditch  Company;  and  seventy-two  Pueblo  Land  Office 
Declaratory  Statements  numbered  3,354  to  3,838,  dated  April  2,  1874  to 
November  16,  1874. 

These  declaratory  statements  are  similar  to  the  ones  described  in  entry  2. 

15.  REGISTER'S  REGISTER  OF  FINAL  CASH  CERTIFICATES.  March  22,  1875-August 
28,  1875.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-53.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  a  register  of  cash  certificates  much  like  that  described  in 
entry  16. 

15.  ABSTRACT  OF  FINAL  CASH  CERTIFICATES.  March  22,  1875-February  29, 
1892.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-2,554.  Unindexed. 
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This  volume  is  a  register  maintained  by  the  land  office  to  record  cash 
receipts  in  excess  or  preemption  claims  upon  the  public  domain.  The  informa- 
tion given  in  each  entry  includes  the  date  of  sale,  certificate  number,  legal 
description  and  acreage  of  the  land,  price  per  acre  and  the  total  cost,  and  a 
remarks  column-  There  are  monthly  totals  of  acreage  sold  and  money 
received.  There  is  also  a  series  of  Coal  Land  entries,  numbers  1  and  2,  dated 
November  11,  1881  and  January  2,  1885. 

17.  REGISTER  OF  SCRIP.  1879,  1888.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  scrip  type  and  thereunder  by  entry  number. 

This  volume  contains  entries  for  four  of  the  many  types  of  special  scrip  used 
for  claims  upon  the  public  domain.  There  are  four  entries  of  Valentine  Scrip 
authorized  in  the  name  of  Thomas  B.  Valentine  by  an  act  of  Congress  dated 
April  5,  1872  (17  Stat.  649);  three  Sioux  Half  Breed  Scrip  entries  authorized 
by  an  act  of  July  17,  1854  (10  Stat.  304);  nine  Special  New  Madrid  Scrip 
entries  authorized  by  an  act  of  February  17,  1815,  (3  Stat.  211);  and  fifteen 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  Scrip  entries  authorized  by  an  act  of  June  22,  1860  (12 
Stat.  85).  The  information  given  includes  the  number  assigned  by  the  land 
office  to  the  entry,  the  issue  number  of  the  original  scrip,  date  of  location 
and  by  whom  located,  and  in  whose  favor  the  scrip  was  redeemed  (generally,  the 
heirs  of  the  person  is  whose  name  it  was  issued). 

18.  REGISTERS  OF  HOMESTEAD  ENTRIES.  March  22,  1875 -June  30,  1908. 
3  vols.,  5  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-4,238  for  volumes  1  and  2  and  numbers  1- 
2,247  for  a  separate  volume.  Unindexed. 

These  volumes  record  homestead  entries  made  upon  the  public  domain  and  provide 
the  same  type  of  information  as  the  register  described  in  entry  5.  The  infor- 
mation provided  for  applications  1-2,247  is  identical  in  the  two  volumes 
containing  that  range  of  numbers.  It  is  possible  that  one  of  these  books  was 
maintained  by  the  Register,  the  other  by  the  Receiver. 

Related  records  are  described  in  entries  1,  19,  and  20.  There  are  also 
related  entries  numbered  398  to  645  in  the  Register  of  Homestead  Entries  for 
Gunnison  described  in  entry  99. 

19.  REGISTER  OF  HOMESTEAD  RECEIPTS  ISSUED  BY  THE  RECEIVER.  March  22,  1875- 
March  31,  1900.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  receipt  number,  1-3,140. 

The  information  given  in  these  volumes  is  similar  to  that  described  in  entry 
6. 

These  registers  are  closely  related  to  those  described  in  entry  20. 
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20.  REGISTER  OF  HOMESTEAD  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  March  25,  1875-June  22 
1908.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-1,521.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  was  used  to  record  the  certificates  issued  by  the  land  office  to 
individual  entrymen  to  affirm  that  they  had  completed  the  legal  requirements 
for  a  patent.  The  information  provided  in  each  entry  usually  includes  the 
number  and  date  of  the  certificate,  tract  entered  and  its  legal  description 
name  and  residence  of  the  applicant,  the  number  of  the  original  application! 
commissions  and  fees,  a  notation  that  the  land  was  valued  at  $1.25  an  acre 
and  general  remarks. 

Related  records  are  described  in  entries  18  and  19. 

21.  RECEIVER'S  REGISTER  OF  MINERAL  ENTRIES.  December  28,  1875-Mav 
31,  1906.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-582.  Indexed  by  name  of  claim.  There  are 
no  entries  for  the  period  1876-1881. 

This  volume  is  a  mineral  entry  register  similar  to  the  one  described  in  entry 
7.  Additional  information  given  includes  the  mineral  survey  number,  remarks 
on  the  mineral  application  number,  date  patented,  and  notes  on  "excluding 
conflict."  Many  of  these  entries  were  created  as  a  result  of  the  mineral  rush 
to  Creede. 

Related  records  are  described  in  entries  22,  24,  and  253. 

22.  REGISTER'S  REGISTER  OF  MINERAL  ENTRIES.  December  28,  1875-March  24 
1915.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-603  and  41  former  Del  Norte  serial  entries 
numbered  between  0390  and  03,377.  Indexed  by  the  name  of  the  claim. 

This  volume  provides  the  names  of  the  claim  and  the  claimant,  date  of  the 
sale,  the  certificate  number,  the  mineral  survey  number,  legal  description, 
area,  purchase  money,  and  remarks,  which  mainly  concern  issuing  patents. 

Related  records  include  those  noted  in  entries  21  and  24. 

23.  REGISTER  OF  ADVERSE  MINERAL  CLAIMS.  August  24,  1880-November  20. 
1907.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  adverse  claim  number,  18-194.  Indexed  by  name  of  the  adverse 
claimant's  mineral  entry  and  also  by  the  name  of  the  mine  against  which  he  was 
filing. 
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This  register  was  maintained  by  the  land  office  in  cases  of  conflicting 
mineral  claims.  An  adverse  claim  entry  was  made  by  one  claimant  against 
another  in  cases  in  which  there  was  doubt  as  to  which  had  priority.  The 
information  provided  includes  the  adverse  claim  number,  date  of  filing,  the 
name  and  address  of  the  adverse  claimant,  the  name  of  his  mine,  the  names  of 
the  original  entryman  and  his  mine  against  which  the  adverse  claim  was  filed, 
its  application  number,  legal  description  of  the  land  in  controversy,  and 
general  remarks. 

Related  records  are  described  in  entries  21,  22,  and  24. 

24.  REGISTERS  OF  APPLICATIONS  FOR  MINERAL  PATENTS.  December  28,  1875- 
April  14,  1908.  2  vols.,  4  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-39  in  volume  1  and  85-702  in  volume  2.  The 
numbers  between  39  and  85  have  not  been  located.  The  first  volume  is 
unindexed,  but  the  second  volume  is  indexed  by  the  name  of  the  claim. 

These  volumes  record  applications  for  patents  made  by  entryman  after  they  had 
fulfilled  the  legal  requirements  for  title  to  their  claim.  The  patent  was 
issued  by  the  General  Land  Office,  often  after  a  delay  of  a  year  or  more  due 
to  the  large  volume  of  applications  handled  by  that  office. 

Volume  1  resembles  the  register  described  in  entry  15.  Volume  2  has  a  differ- 
ent format,  giving  the  application  number  and  date,  name  and  post  office 
address  of  entryman,  claim  name,  mineral  district,  county,  mineral  survey 
number,  legal  description,  and  a  remarks  column. 

Related  records  include  those  described  in  entry  22. 

25.  MINERAL  PLAT  INDEX.  Undated.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  alphabetically  by  the  first  letter  of  the  name  of  the  claim. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  land  office  as  an  alphabetical  index  to  the 
mineral  survey  plats  described  in  entry  253.  There  are  entries  for  the  land 
offices  in  Del  Norte,  Durango,  and  Pueblo. 

25.  COMBINED  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  ENTRIES  AND  FINAL  CERTIFICATES. 
1875-1904.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number  in  two  separate  series.  The  first  series  is  numbered 
1-1,497  and  dated  March  22,  1875-September  21,  1891.  The  final  certificates 
are  numbered  1-93,  dated  August  4,  1890-February  16,  1904.  Unindexed. 

This  register  records  the  timber  culture  entries  and  final  certificates  that 
were  issued  to  affirm  that  the  entryman  had  fulfilled  the  requirements  for 
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receiving  a  patent  to  his  claim.  Each  entry  gives  the  number  of  the  applica- 
tion, date,  the  legal  description  and  acreage  of  the  tract  entered,  the  name 
and  residence  of  the  applicant,  appropriate  fees,  remarks,  and  the  legislative 
authority  under  which  the  filing  was  made. 

27.  ABSTRACT  OF  DESERT  LAND  ENTRIES.  April  20,  1891-June  30,  1908. 
1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-410.  Unindexed. 

These  entries  were  made  under  the  Desert  Land  Act  of  1877  (19  Stat.  377). 
Seventy-four  of  the  entries  correspond  to  those  found  in  the  volume  described 
in  entry  28.  The  information  given  includes  the  date  of  entry,  "certificate" 
(application)  number,  name  and  residence  of  the  applicant,  a  legal  descrip- 
tion, quantity  and  price,  amount  received  and  amount  due  on  making  final 
proof,  and  a  remarks  section.  To  the  left  of  most  entries  is  written  "Final 
Proof,"  "Cancelled,"  "Relinquished,"  or  "Assigned"  indicating  the  resolution 
of  the  particular  entry.  To  the  right  of  most  entries  are  remarks  concerning 
the  yearly  proofs  made,  dates  of  proofs,  dates  and  numbers  of  final  proofs 
(corresponding  to  those  found  in  the  volume  described  in  entry  18),  and 
acknowledgement  of  the  issuing  of  a  patent.  Also  included  are  monthly  totals 
of  acreage  sold  and  money  received. 

Entries  not  competed  by  1908  also  have  a  stamped  serialized  entry  number. 

28.  ABSTRACT  OF  DESERT  LAND  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  May  21,  1892 -May  25, 
1908.  1  vol,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-74.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  a  register  of  the  desert  land  certificates  and  was  discontinued 
in  1908  in  favor  of  the  serial  register  system.  The  information  provided 
includes  the  final  certificate  number  and  date,  name  and  residence  of  the 
filer,  legal  description  of  the  land,  its  price  and  quantity,  the  initial 
payment  at  $.25  per  acre,  the  final  payment  at  $1.00  per  acre,  the  original 
declaration  number  (which  corresponds  to  the  numbers  found  in  entry  27),  and 
page  and  volume  number  referring  to  the  General  Land  Office  patent  books  held 
by  the  National  Archives  in  Washington,  D.C.  Also  occasionally  found  are  the 
date  and  number  of  the  patent  and  the  county  in  which  the  entry  is  located. 
There  are  monthly  totals  of  acreage  sold  and  money  received. 

29.  LETTER  RECORD  BOOKS.  August  9,  1894-August  11,  1905.  2  vols.,  5  in. 

Arranged  by  letter  number  and  indexed  by  the  subject  of  the  letter  (a  person's 
name,  name  of  a  claim,  reservoir,  lode,  etc.) 
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These  two  volumes  appear  to  be  the  second  and  third  of  a  multi-volume  set  of 
indexes  to  letters  received  by  the  Del  Norte  Land  Office  from  various  divi- 
sions of  the  General  Land  Office.  The  information  provided  includes  the 
serial  number  assigned  to  the  letter  as  it  was  received  at  the  land  office, 
the  letter  designation  of  the  originating  GLO  division  (A,  B,  F,  N),  dates  the 
letter  was  sent  and  received,  and  a  brief  abstract  of  the  contents.  Also 
given  is  a  reference  to  a  letterbook  volume  and  page,  presumably  the  GLO 
letterbooks  that  are  in  the  custody  of  the  National  Archives  in  Washington, 
D.C.  Later  entries  also  have  an  "action"  column  showing  how  the  office 
responded  to  each  letter. 

30.  SERIALIZED  LAND  ENTRY  CASE  FILES  THAT  WERE  CANCELLED,  RELINQUISHED,  OR 
REJECTED.  Ca.  1890-1924.  6ft. 

Arranged  by  serial  entry  number,  0738-05,529,  with  numerous  gaps. 

Most  of  these  records  are  homestead  and  desert  land  entry  case  files  but 
occasionally  there  are  files  on  rights-of-way,  prospecting  permits,  isolated 
tracts,  oil  and  gas  leases,  and  "letters."  Most  of  the  homestead  and  desert 
land  entries  were  cancelled  relatively  soon  after  initial  filing. 

These  desert  land  files  often  have  copies  of  water  contracts,  papers  relating 
to  the  three  annual  proofs,  statements  refering  to  irrigation,  and  plats 
showing  the  land  and  the  proposed  method  of  irrigation.  Many  of  the  water 
contracts  are  with  the  Yermo  Development  Company  or  the  Prairie  Ditch  Company 
and  detail  the  proposed  irrigation  of  the  San  Luis  Valley  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mount  Blanca. 


DENVER  LAND  OFFICE 

The  first  land  office  in  the  Territory  of  Colorado  was  opened  in  1863  in 
Golden  City  but  was  moved  shortly  thereafter  to  Denver.  As  the  19th  century 
Dassed,  smaller  land  offices  were  closed  and  their  records  transferred  to 
larger  offices.  By  1927,  all  the  land  offices  had  been  consolidated  with 
either  Denver  or  Pueblo. 

In  1949,  the  records  of  the  Southern  Consolidated  Office  in  Pueblo  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  newly  designated  Colorado  State  Office  in  Denver. 

31.  TRACT  BOOKS.  93  vols.,  17  ft. 

These  volumes  are  typical  tract  books  such  as  described  in  entry  1.  Also 
included  are  series  originally  maintained  by  the  land  offices  at  Fairplay, 
Glenwood  Springs,  Central  City,  Leadville,  and  Sterling  until  each  office  was 
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closed  and  its  records  incorporated  with  those  of  another  office.  The  Denver 
office  maintained  and  updated  the  tract  books  acquired  from  closed  land 
offices  until  they  were  no  longer  in  general  use. 

32.  SERIAL  REGISTER  BOOKS.  July  1,  1908-June  17,  1949.  70  vols.,  20  ft. 

Arranged  by  serial  entry  number,  01-057,307.  Unindexed. 

These  are  typical  serial  register  books  such  as  are  described  in  entry  13. 
Serial  numbers  032,322-038,862  were  assigned  to  pending  Glenwood  Springs 
entries  when  that  office  was  closed  and  its  records  were  transferred  to 
Denver.  These  numbers  are  found  in  the  separately  maintained  Glenwood  Sprinqs 
serial  register  book  described  in  entry  78. 

33.  REGISTERS  OF  CASH  RECEIPTS.  October  13,  1863-June  30,  1908.  3  vols. 
6  in. 

Arranged  by  receipt  number,  1-19  for  Golden  City  and  1,854-18,576  for 
Denver.  Unindexed. 

These  registers  record  cash  payment  on  certain  types  of  claims  entered  at  the 
land  office  in  Denver.  The  information  provided  includes  the  date  and  number 
of  the  certificate,  name  and  residence  of  the  purchaser,  legal  description, 
acreage,  rate  per  acre,  and  "remarks  relative  to  authorized  changes  of 
entry.   These  remarks  include  notations  such  as  "Private  Sale,"  "P.A.  1841" 
(Preemption  Act  of  1841)  and  "changed  from  homestead  number    ."  Each  page 
also  has  a  statistical  summary  section  giving  the  acreage  sold,  money 
received,  and  number  of  entries. 

Related  records  include  the  homestead  registers  of  noted  in  entry  35  and  the 
timber  culture  registers  described  in  entry  42. 

34.  REGISTERS  OF  MILITARY  BOUNTY  LAND  WARRANTS.  October  13,  1863-February 
19,  1900.  3  vols.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number  1-1,267.  Unindexed. 

These  volumes  are  registers  of  entries  on  the  public  domain  made  with  various 
types  of  military  bounty  land  warrants.  The  information  given  includes  the 
entry  number;  the  number,  date,  and  type  of  warrant  used;  the  acreage  the 
warrant  was  issued  for;  the  name  of  the  person  in  whose  favor  the  warrant  was 
issued;  the  name  of  the  actual  entryman;  the  legal  description  of  the  land 
filed  on;  the  acreage  actually  entered;  and  "remarks,"  which  usually  indicate 
the  legislation  authorizing  the  warrant. 

I56  fioiSt  V?uUme  contains  numbers  1-1,201  dated  October  13,  1863,  to  December 
u,   1881.  These  numbers  are  duplicated  in  volume  two,  which  is  numbered  1- 
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1,267  and  dated  from  1863-1900.  The  third  volume  contains  nine  different 
types  of  warrant  entries  filed  under  a  number  of  different  congressional 
authorization  acts  and  three  different  scrip  issues  dated  from  1863  to  1889. 

35.  REGISTERS  OF  HOMESTEAD  ENTRIES.  October  6,  1863-June  30,  1908. 

5  vols.,  1  ft. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-27,099.  Unindexed. 

These  five  volumes  are  homestead  entry  registers  maintained  by  the  land  office 
and  are  similar  to  those  described  in  entry  5.  "Recapitulation"  statistical 
summaries  are  common  in  the  first  volume  but  appear  less  frequently  later. 
Beginning  about  1904,  more  and  more  of  the  entries  bear  a  stamped  serial 
register  number,  usually  in  the  07,000-08,000  range.  Possible  patent  numbers 
are  also  occasionally  found. 

36.  ENLARGED  HOMESTEAD  DESIGNATIONS.  January  27,  1911-November  29,  1921. 

6  in. 

Arranged  in  chronological  order  by  the  date  of  the  letter.  Unindexed. 

These  are  "C"  Division  (Homestead  and  Timber  and  Stone  Division)  letters  from 
the  Assistant  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  the  Register  and 
Receiver  of  the  land  offices  in  Denver  and  Glenwood  Springs.  The  letters 
refer  to  the  Enlarged  Homestead  Act  of  February  19,  1909  (35  Stat.  639),  which 
was  designed  to  give  homesteaders  a  competitive  opportunity  in  grazing  country 
by  increasing  the  size  of  an  allowable  homestead  to  320  acres.  Each  designa- 
tion letter  includes  the  legal  description  of  the  land  and  the  entries  thereon 
that  would  be  affected  by  the  change  in  status.  Also  given  are  the  dates  the 
designation  was  authorized  and  when  it  would  be  effective  and  the  number  of 
tne  list. 

37.  LETTERS  RELATING  TO  STOCK  RAISING  HOMESTEAD  DESIGNATIONS.  1918-1932. 
1  ft. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  letter.  Unindexed. 

Part  of  this  series  consists  of  letters  from  Division  C  of  the  GLO  to  the 
Registers  of  the  land  offices  in  Glenwood  Springs  and,  later,  Denver.  The 
letters  provide  the  date  the  subject  land  was  designated  under  the  terms  of 
the  Stock  Raising  Homestead  Act  of  December  29,  1916  (39  Stat.  862)  and  the 
date  the  designation  became  effective.  Also  provided  is  a  list  of  land  entry 
numbers  of  claims  that  might  be  affected  by  the  reclassification  and  photo- 
static copies  of  lists  of  the  designated  lands,  identified  by  legal  descrip- 
tion. 
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Also  included  in  this  series  are  of  carbon  copies  of  letters  from  the  Director 
of  Grazing  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  proposing  that  certain  regions  in 
Colorado  be  designated  as  stock  lands  under  the  legislative  authority  of  the 
Act.  Included  are  letters  from  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey  identifying  land 
useful  only  for  grazing  and  letters  from  the  Grazing  Service  used  as  cover 
sheets  for  enclosed  Stock  Raising  Designation  lists,  which  resemble  the 
letters  described  in  entry  36.  The  letters  are  addressed  to  the  Registers  of 
the  land  offices  in  Denver,  Glenwood  Springs,  and  Montrose. 

38.  REGISTER  OF  AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE  SCRIP  LOCATIONS.  October  1,  1869- 
September  8,  1897.  1  vol.,  1  in. 

Arranged  by  the  entry  number,  1-683.  Un indexed. 

The  entries  in  this  volume  were  made  under  the  legislative  authority  of  the 
Morrill  Act  of  1862  (12  Stat.  503)  which  granted  to  each  state  not  in  rebel- 
lion 30,000  acres  of  public  land  for  each  of  its  senators  and  representatives 
in  Congress.  For  states  without  sufficient  public  land,  the  Act  authorized  a 
scrip  issue  for  the  deficiency.  This  scrip  could  be  used  to  pay  for  land 
almost  anywhere  in  the  public  domain. 

Information  given  includes  the  entry  number,  the  scrip  number  and  the  acreage 
it  was  good  for,  the  name  of  the  person  in  whose  favor  the  scrip  was  issued, 
the  legal  description  of  the  land  filed  on,  the  date  of  location  and  by  whom 
actually  located,  and  remarks  (Preemption  Act  of  1841,  Private  Entry,  changed 

from  Homestead  Entry  number ,  etc).  A  number  of  entries  carry  the 

notation  "Double  min  land  excess  paid  for  Cash  #..."  apparently  indicating 
that  half  of  the  price  of  scrip  entries  on  "double  minimum"  lands  was  paid 
with  scrip  and  half  with  cash.  Acreage  in  excess  of  the  denomination  of  the 
scrip  was  also  treated  as  a  cash  entry. 

Related  records  include  the  Registers  of  Cash  Receipts  described  in  entry  33 
and  the  Registers  of  Homestead  Entries  described  in  entry  35. 

39.  REGISTERS  OF  MINERAL  ENTRIES.  June  1882 -June  1908.  3  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-2,241.  Unindexed. 

These  volumes  were  maintained  by  the  Register  to  record  claims  filed  primarily 
in  the  Idaho  Springs-Central  City-Apex  area.  The  information  provided  may 
include  the  name  and  address  of  the  claimant  (usually  a  mining  or  smelting 
company),  name  of  the  claim,  minera'i  district,  date  sold,  certificate  number, 
a  mineral  survey  number,  the  legal  description,  the  acreage,  purchase  money, 
and  a  remarks  section,  which  generally  includes  the  number  and  date  of  the 
mineral  application  and  patent. 
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40. 

REGISTERS  OF  APPLICATIONS 

FOR  MINERAL  PATENTS. 

March  1862 

-June 

1908. 

■ 

3  vols. 

,  4  in. 

• 

Arranged  by 

application 

number, 

1-2,358. 

The  first 

volume  is  i 

ndexed 

by  the 

name 

of  the 

claim.  The 

second 

and  third 

volumes  are 

unindexed. 

Volume  1  also  ' 

has 

a  series 

of  timber 

and  stone  entries, 

57-168,  dated  1901-02 

. 

- 

These  three  volumes  are  registers  of  applications  for  mineral  patents  similar 
to  those  described  in  entry  9.  Most  of  the  entries  are  in  the  Idaho  Spring- 
Central  City-Apez  area.  A  few  of  the  last  entries  have  serial  register 
numbers. 

Related  records  include  the  registers  described  in  entry  39  and  the  plats 
described  in  entry  253. 

41.  RECORD  OF  MINERAL  PATENTS  DELIVERED.  1880-1909.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  alphabetically  by  the  first  letter  of  the  name  of  the  lode  and 
indexed  similarly. 

This  volume  is  a  record  of  the  mineral  patents  delivered  to  patentees  and 
shows  the  certificate  number;  to  whom  the  patent  was  made;  a  GLO  letterbook 
reference;  and  to  whom,  where,  and  when  the  patent  was  sent. 

Related  records  include  the  mineral  patent  applications  described  in  entry  40, 
the  alphabetical  index  to  mining  claims  described  in  entry  251,  and  the  plats 
described  in  entry  253. 

42.  REGISTERS  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  ENTRIES.  August  2,  1873-January  21,  1896. 
3  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-15,327.  Unindexed 

These  three  volumes  are  similar  to  the  timber  culture  volume  described  in 
entry  10.  Almost  all  of  these  entries  were  eventually  relinquished  by  the 
entryman  or  cancelled  by  the  GLO.  A  number  of  the  entries  indicate  that  cash 
was  paid  for  excess  acreage  and  the  cash  receipts  for  this  land  are  recorded 
in  the  cash  registers  described  in  entry  33. 

43.  REGISTER  OF  COAL  LAND  CASH  ENTRIES.  May  7,  1877 -December  18,  1907. 
1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-21.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  a  cash  entry  book  similar  to  the  one  described  in  entry  3. 
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44.  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  ENTRIES.     April  1,   1891-June  30,  1908.     1  vol 

2  in.  ' 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-2,680.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  a  typical  desert  land  entry  register  such  as  described  in  entry 

27.  Beginning  about  1904,  many  of  the  entries  also  bear  a  stamped  serial 

register  number,  mainly  in  the  07,000-08,000  range.  Occasionally,  other 
numbers  are  found  which  may  be  patent  numbers. 

Related  records  include  the  register  described  in  entry  45. 

45.  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  April  12,  1893-June  22 
1908.  1  vol.,  1  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-371.  Unindexed. 

This  desert  land  register  is  similar  to  the  one  described  in  entry  28. 

Related  records  include  the  original  desert  land  entries  described  in  entry  44 
and  the  serial  register  books  described  in  entry  32. 

46.  REGISTER  OF  LIEU  SELECTIONS.  November  21,  1899-June  4,  1908.  1  vol 

1  in.  * 

Arranged  by  the  date  of  the  lieu  selection.  Indexed  by  the  first  letter  of 
the  last  name  of  the  entryman. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  land  office  to  record  selections  of  public 
domain  made  in  compensation  for  lands  lost  elsewhere  by  an  individual, 
generally  as  a  result  of  incorporation  into  a  national  forest.  Information 
given  includes  the  selection  date,  name  of  the  selector,  legal  descriptions  of 
the  lieu  selection  and  of  the  tract  surrendered,  date  selection  was  sent  to 
the  General  Land  Office,  and  a  GLO  lieu  selection  number. 

47.  COLORADO  STATE  SEGREGATION  LIST  NO.  12.  1909-28.  4  in. 
Unarranged.  Unindexed. 

These  records  relate  to  the  selection  of  public  lands  by  and  for  the  State  of 
Colorado  under  the  legislative  authority  of  the  Carey  Act  of  1894  (28  Stat. 

This  is  part  1  of  a  two-part  file,  the  second  part  of  which  remains 
unlocated.  Enclosed  with  the  file  are  papers  relating  to  the  initial  selec- 
tion of  desert  land  by  the  state;  extensive  correspondence  and  reports  relat- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  land,  its  irrigability,  and  conflicts  with  other 
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claimants;  plats  and  photographs  showing  the  topographical  features  and  the 
proposed  system  of  irrigation;  relinquishment  records  as  the  state  gave  up  its 
claims  to  certain  portions  of  the  total;  and  reports  on  coal  deposits.  Also 
enclosed  is  correspondence  of  the  Commissioner,  Colorado's  governor,  a  U.S. 
Senator,  and  the  President  of  the  Colorado  Development  and  Loan  Company  con- 
cerning the  excessive  delays  in  obtaining  approval  for  the  selection  which,  in 
the  end,  was  apparently  not  made. 

48.  SERIALIZED  LAND  ENTRY  CASE  FILES  THAT  WERE  CANCELLED,  RELINQUISHED,  OR 
REJECTED.  1912-15.  2  ft. 

Arranged  by  serial  number,  017,182-018,426  and  022,222-023,739,  with  large 
gaps. 

These  land  entry  case  files  resemble  those  described  in  entry  169  and  are  all 
either  homestead  or  desert  land  claims  which  were  terminated  by  relinquishment 
(with  one  cancellation). 

49.  REGISTER  OF  ATTORNEYS  AND  AGENTS  ADMITTED  TO  PRACTICE.  1887-1929. 
1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  alphabetically  by  the  first  letter  of  the  last  name  of  the  agent  or 
attorney  and  indexed  similarly. 

Information  included  is  the  date  of  admission,  name  of  the  individual  admitted 
to  practice,  and  his  post  office  address.  The  purpose  of  the  register  is 
unknown  but  it  may  be  a  record  of  attorneys  eligible  to  argue  the  law  or 
agents  representing  claimants  in  contested  land  use  cases. 

50.  CORRESPONDENCE  CONCERNING  THE  TOWNSHIP  SURVEY  PLATS.  April  1928-October 
29,  1935.  1  file,  4  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  the  date  of  the  letter,  numbers  21,368-69,217, 
with  gaps.  Unindexed. 

This  series  consists  of  original  letters  received  and  carbon  copies  of  letters 
sent  by  the  Register  of  the  Denver  Land  Office  and  uniformly  concern  the 
filing  of  township  survey  plats  at  the  land  office.  The  plats  referred  to  are 
usually  the  triplicate  copies  of  surveys  conducted  by  the  District  Cadastral 
Engineer.  This  official  filing  formally  made  the  subject  lands  open  for  land 
claims  and  most  of  the  letters  explicitly  discuss  various  restrictions  and 
conditions  affecting  entries. 

Also  included  are  copies  of  correspondence  originated  by  the  Register  and 
addressed  to  local  postmasters  asking  the  latter  publicly  to  display  notices 
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that  a  plat  had  been  officially  filed,  to  newspapers  for  the  same  reason,  and 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  announcing  the  filing  of  the 
plat.  Included  as  enclosures  to  some  of  the  letters  are  printed  copies  of 
executive  orders  concerning  land  withdrawals  and  opening  entries  to  veterans. 

Also  included  with  this  series  are  ten  items  dated  1916-17  that  include 
similar  correspondence  sent  and  received  by  the  Register  of  the  Sterling  Land 
Office  and  whose  presence  here  probably  is  a  result  of  the  incorporation  of 
the  latter's  records  into  the  Denver  files  in  1925. 

51.  "COMMISSIONERS'  LETTERS".  April  16,  1934-May  20,  1947.  40  ft. 

These  letters  are  arranged  serially  by  the  numbers  66,000-86,625,  with  gaps. 

This  correspondence  includes  original  letters  and  copies  of  letters  received 
from  the  Commissioner  or  an  Assistant  Commissioner  of  the  GLO.  Where  appro- 
priate, copies  of  letters  sent  by  the  Register  are  filed  with  the  original  to 
which  they  directly  relate.  The  subjects  of  the  letters  include  administra- 
tive matters  on  land  entries,  especially  questions  of  proofs,  conflicts,  and 
appeals.  Other  common  subjects  are  approval  or  denial  of  requests  for  time 
limit  extensions,  transferral  of  grazing  leases,  approval  of  issuance  of 
patents,  land  sale  directives,  references  to  oil  and  gas  leases,  directives  on 
adverse  claims,  advice  and  decisions  on  withdrawls,  comments  on  errors  in 
claims,  and  notations  on  corrections  to  be  made  in  claims  paperwork. 

These  letters  received  are  mostly  directives  to  action  and  usually  were  in 
response  to  some  earlier  question  from  the  local  land  office.  Similar  letters 
dated  prior  to  1934  are  filed  with  the  Surveyor  General's  correspondence 
described  in  entry  239. 

52.  MISCELLANEOUS  CORRESPONDENCE.  1942-52.  1  ft. 

Arranged  initially  by  the  month  of  each  year  in  which  the  letter  was  sent, 
thereunder  alphabetically  by  first  letter  of  the  name  of  the  addressee 
(letters  sent)  or  the  sender  (letters  received),  and  thereunder  chronologi- 
cally. 

These  records  are  original  letters  received  and  carbon  copies  of  letters  sent, 
telegrams,  and  office  memoranda  addressed  to  or  sent  by  the  Denver  Land 
Office.  Many  of  the  carbons  are  answers  to  incoming  letters  and  are  filed 
with  the  originals  chronologically  by  the  latter's  date.  The  subjects  include 
homesteading,  questions  of  lands  open  for  homesteading,  leases,  patents 
issued,  and  lease  rental  fees  and  payment  of  such  costs.  These  files  are 
almost  exclusively  correspondence  for  the  months  of  November  and  December  for 
the  subject  years. 
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DURANGO  LAND  OFFICE 

The  land  office  at  Durango  was  opened  in  1882  and  was  closed  on  December  31, 
1925,  and  its  records  were  transferred  to  the  land  office  in  Pueblo.  The 
several  hundred  cases  still  open  at  that  time  were  incorporated  into  the 
Pueblo  serial  entries  and  renumbered  in  the  049-050,000  range. 

53.  TRACT  BOOKS.  12  vols.,  2  ft. 

These  volumes  are  typical  tract  books  as  described  in  entry  1 

54.  SERIAL  REGISTER  BOOKS.  1908-1925.  11  vols.,  3  ft. 
Arranged  by  entry  number,  01-010,955. 

These  volumes  are  typical  serial  books  as  described  in  entry  13. 

55.  ABSTRACTS  OF  DECLARATORY  STATEMENTS.  1882-1906.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  statement  number.  Un indexed. 

There  are  four  sub-series  of  statements  entered  including  Declaratory  State- 
ments, 1-1,217;  Coal  Lands;  1-856;  Ute  Lands,  1-88;  and  Soldiers'  Statements, 
1-62. 

This  volume  of  declaratory  statement  abstracts  is  similar  to  the  one  described 
in  entry  2  except  that  the  Remarks  section  is  rarely  filled  in.  Those  remarks 
that  are  included  concern  cancellations  and  GLO  letter  references. 

56.  REGISTERS  OF  FINAL  CASH  CERTIFICATES.  1882-1908.  2  vols.,  5  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-2,205.  Volume  1  has  a  coal  land  series 
numbered  1-95  and  a  Ute  Reservation  land  series  numbered  1-27.  Unindexed. 

The  information  included  is  the  number  and  date  of  the  certificate,  name  of 
purchaser,  a  legal  description,  quantity,  rate  per  acre,  the  amount  of  pur- 
chase money,  and  a  section  titled  "Remarks  relative  to  auth.  change  of 
entry."  This  latter  column  has  entries  such  as  "PA  1841,"  "Excess  receipt  H. 

E.  # ,"  "T&S  Act  June  3  1878,"  "Com  Horn  # ,"  "Act  of  February  20, 

1895,  Sec  4  S.  Ute  Ind  Res.  lands,"  and  other  references  to  the  legislative 
authorization  for  the  individual  entries.  Entries  still  active  in  June  1908 
also  have  Durango  serial  numbers. 

Related  records  include  the  register  of  military  bounty  land  warrants  decribed 
in  entry  57. 
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57.  REGISTER  OF  MILITARY  BOUNTY  LAND  WARRANTS.  January  15,  1890-August  23, 
1897.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  register  number,  1-3.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  similar  to  the  military  bounty  land  warrant  register  described 
in  entry  34. 

Related  records  included  the  register  of  final  cash  certificates  described  in 
entry  56. 

58.  REGISTERS  OF  HOMESTEAD  ENTRIES.  1882-1908.  2  vols.,  5  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-3,833.  Volume  2  also  has  35  Ute  entries  dated 
1902-08.  Unindexed. 

These  two  volumes  are  typical  homestead  registers  such  as  described  in  entry 
5 . 

Related  records  include  the  dockets  of  cancelled  entries  noted  in  entry  71.  A 
number  of  entries  include  the  final  certificate  numbers,  which  correspond  to 
the  numbers  found  in  the  register  described  in  entry  59. 

59.  REGISTERS  OF  HOMESTEAD  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  1882-1908.  2  vols.,  5  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-1,171.  Volume  2  also  has  Ute  lands  home- 
stead certificates  1-3.  Unindexed. 

These  registers  of  final  certificates  are  similar  to  those  described  in  entry 
20.  Many  of  the  entries  in  volume  2  have  serial  register  numbers  in  the 
01,000-03,000  range,  which  correspond  to  those  listed  in  the  registers  des- 
cribed in  entry  54. 

Related  records  include  the  Registers  of  Homestead  Entries  noted  in  entry  58, 
the  proofs  register  described  in  entry  70,  and  the  Register  of  Patents  dis- 
cussed in  entry  74. 

60.  REGISTER  OF  MINERAL  ENTRIES.  December  5,  1882 -July  23,  1895.  1  vol., 
2  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-1,078,  which  is  also  a  chronological 
arrangement  by  the  date  the  land  was  sold.  Unindexed. 

This  is  a  typical  mineral  entry  register  such  as  described  in  entry  8. 

Related  records  include  the  mineral  books  described  in  entries  61-64  and  the 
Register  of  Patents  described  in  entry  74. 
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61.  RECEIVER'S  REGISTERS  OF  MINERAL  ENTRY  RECEIPTS.  1882-1908.  2  vols., 
6  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-1,998.  Volume  1  is  indexed  by  the  name  of  the 
claim.  Volume  2  is  not  indexed. 

These  two  volumes  were  maintained  by  the  Receiver  to  record  cash  receipts  on 
mineral  entries.  Information  given  includes  the  number  of  the  entry,  date  of 
receipt,  name  and  post  office  address  of  the  applicant,  name  of  his  claim,  the 
mineral  district  and  county  where  the  mine  was  located,  the  legal  description 
of  the  land,  the  acreage,  and  general  remarks  consisting  mainly  of  notations 
of  fees. 

AIsd  included  are  monthly  total's  of  acreage  sold  and  money  received. 

delated  records  include  the  Register  of  Applications  for  Mineral  Patents 
described  in  entry  62  and  the  Register  of  Patents  described  in  entry  74. 

62.  REGISTERS  OF  APPLICATIONS  FOR  MINERAL  PATENTS.  1882-1908.  3  vols., 
6  in. 

Arranged  by  the  mineral  application  numbers,  1-2,129.  Indexed  by  the  name  of 
the  claim. 

These  volumes  were  maintained  by  the  Register  to  record  applications  by  entry- 
men  for  title  to  their  mining  claims.  Each  entry  generally  includes  the 
mineral  application  number,  the  date  of  filing,  the  name  and  post  office 
address  of  the  applicant,  the  name  of  his  claim,  the  mineral  district  and 
county,  a  legal  description,  area  involved,  and  general  remarks.  Many  of  the 
later  entries  also  have  serial  numbers  that  relate  to  the  serial  register 
books  described  in  entry  54. 

Related  records  include  the  Register  of  Patents  noted  in  entry  74;  the  mineral 
volumes  described  in  entries  60,  61,  and  64;  and  the  mineral  survey  indexes 
and  plats  described  in  entries  25  and  250-253,  respectively. 

63.  REGISTER  OF  ADVERSE  MINING  CLAIMS.  February  2,  1883-January  13,  1908. 
1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  adverse  claim  number,  1-387.  Indexed  by  both  the  name  of  the 
original  claim  and  the  adverse  claim. 

This  register  is  similar  to  the  one  described  in  entry  23  and  includes  the 
claim  number  and  date,  name  and  address  of  the  adverse  claimant,  his  claim, 
the  name  of  the  original  applicant  and  the  claim  against  which  the  adverse 
entry  was  made,  its  original  mineral  application  number,  the  legal  descrip- 
tion, and  occasionally  the  names  of  attorneys. 
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Related  records  include  the  registers  of  mineral  entry  receipts  and  applica- 
tions for  mineral  patents  described  in  entries  61  and  62  and  the  Register  of 
Patents  noted  in  entry  74. 

64.  REGISTER  OF  MINERAL  PATENTS  ISSUED,  CANCELLED,  OR  REJECTED.  1883- 
1900.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  mineral  entry  number,  1-773.  Unindexed. 

This  is  apparently  a  Register's  volume  maintained  to  record  unusual  activity 
in  a  mineral  claim  process  such  as  supplying  to  the  GLO  requested  additional 
evidence  or  explanation  of  the  entryman's  compliance  with  the  land  laws. 
Information  given  includes  the  mineral  entry  numbers  and  references  to  mineral 
entries  in  "Book  2,"  which  may  be  the  volume  discussed  in  entry  60.  While 
spaces  in  the  register  are  numbered  continuously  through  773,  only  a  few  of 
these  are  actually  filled  in  and  when  they  are  the  information  corresponds  to 
the  mineral  entries  found  in  entry  60. 

Related  records  also  include  the  various  mineral  registers  described  in 
entries  62  and  63  and  the  patent  record  book  discussed  in  entry  75. 

65.  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  ENTRIES  AND  TIMBER  AND  STONE  APPLICATIONS. 
May  18,  1883-August  29,  1893,  July  1,  1904-Feburary  15,  1906.  1  vol., 
3  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  Timber  Culture  1-135;  Timber  and  Stone  820- 
885.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  a  typical  register  of  timber  culture  entries  such  as  described 
in  entry  10.  Almost  all  the  entries  in  this  volume  were  cancelled  by  relin- 
quishment, abandonment,  or  by  similar  means. 

Related  records  include  the  register  described  in  entry  66,  the  docket  noted 
in  entry  71,  and  the  Timber  and  Stone  applications  in  the  proof  register 
described  in  entry  70. 

66.  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  February  8,  1892 -April 
5,  1900.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  the  certificate  number,  1-7.  Unindexed. 

This  register  is  similar  to  that  described  in  entry  10. 

Related  records  include  the  register  of  timber  culture  entries  described  in 
entry  65. 
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67.  ABSTRACT  OF  DESERT  LAND  ENTRIES.  May  16,  1892-June  23,  1908.  1  vol., 
3  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-607.  Unindexed. 

This  is  a  typical  desert  land  entry  register  such  as  is  described  in  entry  27 
with  the  same  "Ute"  and  "Public"  divisions  noted  in  entry  68.  Entries  still 
open  after  June  1908  were  assigned  serial  numbers. 

Also  included  are  monthly  totals  of  acreage  sold  and  money  received. 

Other  related  records  include  the  Dockets  of  Cancelled  Entries  described  in 
entry  71. 

68.  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  September  26,  1901-July  10, 
1908.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-134.  Unindexed. 

This  is  a  register  of  desert  land  final  certificates  similar  to  that  described 
in  entry  28.  Entries  are  divided  into  "Public"  and  "Ute"  sections  and,  under 
the  remarks  area,  most  refer  to  the  Southern  Ute  Reservation  Land  Act  of 
February  20,  1895  (28  Stat.  677). 

Related  records  include  the  Abstract  of  Desert  Land  Entries  described  in  entry 
67.  - 

69.  DOCKET  OF  ACTIVITIES  RELATING  TO  DITCH  COMPANIES.  December  24,  1910- 
August  12,  1924.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  ditch  company  and  thereunder  chronologically  by  date  of  letter 
received. 

This  volume  gives  a  chronological  list  of  activities  of  the  local  land  office 
relating  to  specific  ditch  companies,  which  usually  consists  of  what  appears 
to  be  a  brief  abstract  of  a  letter.  Most  of  these  letters  appear  to  be  justi- 
fications by  land  officials  for  accepting  desert  land  proofs  based  on  water 
rights  in  the  subject  company  or  approving  modifications  made  by  the  ditch 
companies  in  their  facilities.  Frequently  noted  are  serial  entry  numbers, 
which  correspond  to  numbers  in  the  serial  register  books  described  in  entry 
54. 

70.  REGISTER  OF  APPLICATIONS  TO  MAKE  PROOF.  1889-1908.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  numerically  by  register  entry  number.  Indexed  by  the  first  letter  of 
claimant's  last  name. 
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This  register  was  maintained  by  the  land  office  to  record  applications  to  make 
a  final  proof  in  homestead,  desert  land,  or  timber  and  stone  claims.  The 
information  includes  the  name  and  residence  of  the  applicant,  legal  descrip- 
tion of  the  land  involved,  date  of  the  application  to  make  proof,  before  whom 
set  (the  register,  clerk  of  the  district  court,  county  judge,  etc.),  date  set 
for  proof,  designated  publishing  newspaper  (Durango  Herald,  New  Era,  or  "Sent 
to  applicant"  if  already  published),  who  was  to  pay  the  printer  (invariably, 
the  applicant),  date  of  actual  proof,  and  "Action  Taken  by  the  Register  and 
Receiver"  (a  final  certificate  issued  and  its  number,  cash  entry,  action 
suspended,  deferred  action,  etc.).  Also  given  is  a  number  and  date  whose 
relationship  to  the  rest  of  the  information  has  not  been  determined. 

Related  records  include  the  Register  of  Homestead  Final  Certificates  described 
in  entry  59  and  the  Register  of  Timber  Culture  Final  Certificates  described  in 
entry  66.  However,  many  of  the  entry  numbers  cannot  be  correlated  to  any 
other  records. 

The  information  included  consists  of  the  number,  kind,  and  date  of  entry,  the 
acres  cancelled,  their  legal  description,  the  party  involved,  when  and  how  the 
claim  was  cancelled,  and  the  county  in  which  the  cancellation  occurred. 
Often,  entries  are  accompanied  by  considerable  narrative  remarks. 

71.  DOCKETS  OF  CANCELLED  ENTRIES.  January  31,  1885 -August  11,  1905. 
2  vols.,  3  in. 

Volume  1  is  arranged  in  two  sections,  cash  entry  cases  and  all  other  types  of 
claims,  and  thereunder  chronologically  by  date  of  cancellation.  There. is  no 
index.  Volume  2  is  also  arranged  chronologically  but  there  is  no  differentia- 
tion between  types  of  cases.  There  is  an  index  by  applicant's  last  name. 

The  information  included  consists  of  the  number,  kind,  and  date  of  entry,  the 
acres  cancelled,  their  legal  description,  the  name  of  entryman,  when  and  how 
the  claim  was  cancelled,  and  the  county  in  which  the  cancellation  occurred. 
Often,  entries  are  accompanied  by  considerable  narrative  remarks. 

72.  CONTEST  DOCKET.  1907-09.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  numerically  by  contest  docket  number,  563-706.  Indexed  by  the  first 
letter  of  the  last  names  of  both  parties  involved  in  the  contest. 

This  is  a  register  of  actions  in  disputed  homestead,  desert  land,  coal  land, 
and  cash  entry  cases.  Information  given  includes  the  contest  number,  register 
number,  the  legal  description  of  the  disputed  land,  the  parties  involved,  date 
of  entry,  narrative  remarks,  and  comments  on  the  results  of  the  contest. 

Related  records  include  the  registers  described  in  entries  56,  58,  59,  65- 
68.  Contest  cases  248-252  described  in  entry  73  are  apparently  related  to 
this  docket. 
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73.  MISCELLANEOUS  REGISTER  (CONTESTS  AND  OTHER  ENTRIES).  1887-1908. 
1  vol.,  3  in. 

This  volume  contains  six  separate  series  of  entries  which,  except  for  a 
Register  of  Attorneys,  all  relate  to  various  types  of  claims  upon  the  public 
domain.  The  Attorneys  series  contains  entries  1-111,  1887-1908,  and  gives  the 
name  and  residence,  date  of  entry,  and  general  remarks  concerning  the  indivi- 
duals listed.  The  other  series  are  titled  and  numbered:  Contest  Docket,  248- 
562,  1896-1907;  Rejected  Applications,  1-412,  1899-1908;  Forest  Lieu  Selec- 
tions, 1-53,  1901-1906;  List  of  Commissioners'  Letters  Involving  Homestead 
Entries,  thirty-two  entries  dated  1899-1900;  and  Soldiers  Additional  Homestead 
Applications,  1-68,  1901-07.  In  general,  these  entries  include  a  land  office 
file  number,  name  and  residence  of  the  parties  involved,  legal  description  of 
the  involved  lands,  date  of  entry,  and  narrative  remarks. 

Related  records  include  the  homestead  volumes  described  in  entries  58  and  59 
and  the  Contest  Docket  described  in  entry  72. 

74.  REGISTER  OF  PATENTS.  Ca.  1883-1916.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  initial  letter  of  surname  of  entryman  or  name  of  lode  and  there- 
under into  "agriculture"  or  "mineral"  categories.  Also,  this  volume  contains 
Pagosa  Springs  townsite  lot  entries  1-733,  June  9,  1886  through  April  8,  1896. 

This  volume  is  a  register  of  patents  issued  for  farm  or  mineral  lands  with  the 
entries  being  divided  by  these  types.  Information  given  includes  the  number 
cf  the  patent;  to  whom  it  was  patented  and  the  date;  the  GL0  volume  and  page 
where  the  entry  was  recorded;  and  to  whom,  when,  and  where  the  patent  was 
sent. Related  records  include  the  Registers  of  Homestead  Final  Certificates 
described  in  entry  59,  the  mineral  volumes  described  in  entries  60-64,  and  the 
Miscellaneous  Register  noted  in  entry  73. 

75.  RECORD  BOOK  OF  PATENTS  DELIVERED  TO  PATENTEES.  Ca.  1874-1908.  1vol., 
3  in. 

The  entries  are  apparently  arranged  chronologically  in  the  order  in  which  the 
land  office  received  them  from  the  GLO  for  distribution  to  patentees.  Indexed 
by  first  letter  of  the  patentees'  last  name. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  Register  to  show  the  disposition  of  various 
types  of  patents  received  by  the  land  office  from  the  GLO  and  then  distributed 
to  the  entryman.  Included  are  cash,  homestead,  and  mineral  entries,  each 
giving  a  certificate  number,  the  name  of  the  patentee,  the  patent's  date,  a 
volume  and  page  reference  to  the  GLO  patent  books  in  the  custody  of  the 
National  Archives  in  Washington  D.C.,  and  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  the 
patent  was  delivered. 

Related  records  include  the  various  mineral  entry  registers  described  in 
entries  60  through  64  and  the  Register  of  Patents  mentioned  entry  74. 
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Although  this  volume  includes  homestead  and  cash  entries,  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  a  direct  correlation  to  other  records  of  that  type  held  by  the 
Denver  Archives  Branch. 


76.  REGISTERS  OF  LETTERS  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAND 
OFFICE.  1889-1908.  4  vols.,  1  ft. 

Arranged  by  letter  number,  1-9,259.  Indexed  by  the  subject  of  the  letter. 

These  volumes  consist  of  abstracts  of  letters  received  from  the  Commissioner 
and  give  the  letter  number  and  date,  the  originating  GLO  division  letter 
designation,  a  short  abstract  of  the  letter's  contents,  the  subject,  the  dates 
when  the  letter  was  received  and  when  it  was  answered,  and  general  remarks. 
Occasionally,  a  volume  and  page  reference  is  also  found  which  may  relate  to 
the  GLO  letter  books  in  the  custody  of  the  National  Archives  in  Washington, 
D.C.  In  addition,  volumes  1  and  2  have  a  second  series  of  letter  abstracts 
that  are  not  in  the  numbering  sequence  or  the  index  a^d  appear  to  be  general 
letters  rather  than  letters  received  solely  from  the  Commissioner.  This 
second  series  appears  to  have  been  merged  with  the  Commissioner's  letters 
after  volume  2. 


GLENWOOD  SPRINGS  LAND  OFFICE 

The  Glenwood  Springs  office  was  established  in  1884  in  response  to  the  growing 
number  of  settlers  in  the  area.  Of  particular  importance  was  the  opening  of 
the  huge  Ute  reservation  to  land  entry  in  1882.  In  1925,  the  Kenwood  Springs 
Land  Office  absorbed  the  Montrose  records  which  already  included  those  from 
the  defunct  offices  in  Gunnison  and  Lake  City.  In  1927,  the  land  office  was 
closed  and  its  records  were  transferred  the  Denver  Land  Office. 

77.  TRACT  BOOKS. 

The  Glenwood  Springs  Land  Office  tract  books  have  been  interfiled  with  those 
of  the  land  office  at  Denver  described  in  entry  31. 

78.  SERIAL  REGISTER  BOOKS.  July  1,  1908-June  29,  1927.  31  vols.,  11  ft. 

Arranged  by  serial  entry  number,  01-031,048.  Un indexed  except  for  typed 
indexes  in  the  front  of  several  volumes  noting  which  cases  are  carry-overs 
from  closed  land  offices  and  the  final  actions  on  them. 

These  volumes  are  typical  serial  register  books  such  as  described  in  entry 
13.  All  of  the  volumes  have  numerous  entries  that  have  both  a  Glenwood 
Springs  and  a  separate  Denver  serial  number  between  032,323  and  038,862, 
reflecting  the  transfer  of  pending  cases  in  1927. 
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79.  REGISTERS  OF  CASH  AND  SCRIP  ENTRIES.  1884-1908.  4  vols.,  7  in. 

Arranged  by  type  of  entry  and  thereunder  by  entry  number.  Unindexed. 

These  registers  were  maintained  by  the  land  office  to  show  cash  entries  in 
sixteen  different  types  of  claims  upon  the  public  domain,  including  Ute  lands 
(1-2,020)  and  Ute  coal  (87-140),  cash  (1-528),  coal  lands  (7-464),  agricul- 
tural college  selections  (1)  and  Valentine  Scrip  (1),  military  bounty  land 
warrant  entries  (1-2),  and  state  lands  selected.  Most  entries  record  the  date 
of  sale,  the  certificate  number,  name  and  residence  of  the  purchaser,  quantity 
of  land  involved  and  its  price  per  acre,  total  purchase  amount,  the  amount 
received  in  scrip  where  appropriate,  and  a  reference  to  the  GLO  tract  books 
(held  by  the  National  Archives  in  Washington,  D.C.).  A  remarks  section 
usually  includes  reference  to  GLO  letters  concerning  corrections  in  the  entry 
or  patent  information. 

Some  of  the  later  entries  note  serial  register  numbers  that  are  included  in 
the  serial  registers  described  in  entry  78.  Also  related  are  the  cash 
receipts  registers  described  in  entry  89  and  for  the  coal  lands  entries  the 
patent  records  described  in  entry  92. 

30.  REGISTERS  OF  HOMESTEAD  ENTRIES.  1884-1908.  2  vols.,  4  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-2,577.  Unindexed. 

These  are  typical  homestead  entry  registers  such  as  described  in  entry  5. 
Many  entries  have  a  final  certificate  number  or  notes  concerning  the  relin- 
quishment of  the  claim,  notations  on  payment  for  excess  land,  and  serial 
numbers.  Volume  1  also  includes  an  undated  series  titled  "Reconveyed  to 
U.S.  Lieu  Selections,"  which  gives  the  number  of  a  selection,  legal  descrip- 
tion of  the  surrendered  tract,  and  a  name.  There  are  also  12  entries  titled 
"Forest  Reserves  Lieu  Selection"  giving  similar  information.  There  are 
Central  City  entries  209-455,  with  large  gaps;  three  Leadville  filings;  and 
one  Soldier's  entry.  The  entries  in  volume  2  are  almost  completely  serially 
numbered  01,339-02,010  and  there  is  a  Ute  Indian  Reservation  series,  1-528, 
with  some  entries  serially  numbered  between  02,011-02,361. 

Related  records  include  the  serial  register  books  described  in  entry  78  and 
the  Register  of  Homestead  Final  Certificates  noted  in  entry  81.  The  Central 
City  volumes  described  in  entries  5  and  6  also  contain  related  information. 

81.  REGISTER  OF  HOMESTEAD  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  July  28,  1885-June  25, 
1908.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-905,  Ute  series  1-33.  Unindexed. 

This  volume,  maintained  by  the  land  office  to  record  the  finalizing  of  home- 
stead claims,  gives  the  certificate  number  and  date,  a  legal  description  of 
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the  tract  entered  upon,  name  and  residence  of  the  applicant,  the  number  of  his 
original  application,  evaluated  price  per  acre,  and  appropriate  commissions, 
There  are  also  10  Central  City  entries. 

Related  records  include  the  homestead  register  described  in  entry  80  and  the 
patent  records  discussed  in  entry  92. 

82.  REGISTERS  OF  MINERAL  ENTRIES.  December  4,  1884-April  24  1908 
2  vols.,  5  in.  ' 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-594,  and  1-128  for  a  separate  Ute  series. 
Umndexed. 

These  registers  are  wery   similar  to  those  described  in  entries  7  and  8 
Information  given  includes  the  name  of  the  claimant  and  the  name  of  his  claim 
when  he  acquired  it,  the  certificate  number,  mineral  survey  number,  legal 
description,  acreage,  the  purchase  money,  and  a  remarks  section  that  usually 
contains  references  to  GLO  letters. 

Also  included  are  monthly  totals  of  acreage  sold  and  money  received. 

Related  records  include  the  registers  described  in  entry  83  and  the  patent 
applications  noted  in  entry  85. 

83.  RECEIVER'S  REGISTERS  OF  MINERAL  RECEIPTS  ISSUED.  1884-1906.  2  vols 
5  in.  "  * 

Arranged  by  entry  number.  Volume  1  contains  Ute  Reservation  land  entries  1- 
i^/,  and  volume  2  contains  a  regular  series  numbered  1-587.  Unindexed. 

Each  listing  contains  a  number  and  date  of  filing,  name  and  address  of  the 
entryman,  the  name  of  his  lode,  the  mineral  district  and  county,  mineral 
survey  number  and  a  legal  description  of  the  land,  and  the  price  paid. 

The  Ute  series  relates  to  the  mineral  application  numbers  given  in  the  Ute 
section  of  the  register  described  in  entry  82.  Volume  2  includes  application 
numbers  from  the  first  volume  described  in  entry  84.  Also  related  are  the 
patent  records  noted  in  entry  92  and  the  applications  for  mineral  patents 
described  in  entry  85. 

84.  REGISTERS  OF  APPLICATIONS  FOR  MINERAL  PATENTS.  1884-1909   2  vols 
4  in.  .wo., 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-603.  Indexed  alphabetically  by  the  name  of 
the  claim.  Volume  1  also  has  Leadville  numbers  979-2,966  with  many  large 
gaps   Also  included  are  certain  "miscellaneous"  numbers  dated  about  1882-4 
which  appear  to  be  entries  from  the  Leadville  Land  Office 
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These  registers  are  typical  mineral  lands  patent  books  such  as  are  described 
in  entry  9. 

Related  records  include  the  mineral  receipts  register  described  in  entry  83 
and  the  adverse  claims  book  noted  in  entry  86. 

85.  REGISTER  OF  APPLICATIONS  FOR  PATENTS  FOR  UTE  MINERAL  LANDS.  August  8, 
1885-August  10,  1909.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-123.  Indexed  alphabetically  by  the  name  of 
the  claim. 

This  volume  records  applications  for  patents  to  mineral  claims  on  former  lite 
lands  and  includes  the  application  number,  date  of  filing,  name  and  residence 
of  applicant,  name  of  claim,  mineral  district  and  county,  the  legal  descrip- 
tion, acreage,  and  a  remarks  section.  Many  of  the  later  entries  bear  serial 
numbers  in  the  03,300  range. 

Related  records  are  the  mineral  registers  described  in  entries  82-84  and  86. 

86.  REGISTER  OF  MINERAL  ADVERSE  CLAIMS.  February  3,  1885-November  20, 
1901.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  adverse  claim  number,  1-266.  Un indexed. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  land  office  as  a  record  of  contests  between 
conflicting  mineral  claims.  Information  given  includes  the  adverse  claim 
number,  date  of  filing,  name  and  address  of  the  filer,  his  mine,  name  of  the 
applicant  against  whom  the  adverse  claim  was  filed,  the  name  of  the 
defendant's  mine  and  its  application  number,  and  the  legal  description  of  the 
land  involved.  Occasionally  the  names  of  attorneys  associated  with  the  legal 
case  are  provided  in  a  remarks  section. 

Related  records  include  the  patent  applications  noted  in  entry  84,  which 
include  the  claims  against  which  the  adverse  actions  have  been  filed. 

87.  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  ENTRIES.  November  22,  1884-August  14, 
1893.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-306.  Un indexed. 

This  is  a  typical  timber  culture  register  such  as  described  in  entry  10. 
There  is  a  remarks  section  that  generally  gives  a  final  certificate  number  or 
a  relinquishment  date  and  GLO  letter  references  on  cancellations. 

There  is  also  a  series  called  "Eliminations  from  Reserves  and  Withdrawls" 
consisting  of  50  entries  numbered  from  8,141  to  9,005.  The  entries  include  a 
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GLO  letter  number,  forest  area  affected,  legal  description,  and  name  and 
residence  of  the  applicant.  This  series  is  not  dated  but  may  be  about  1907. 

Central  City  timber  culture  entries  4-44  with  gaps,  dated  1882-84,  are  listed 
separately  in  a  third  series  and  appear  to  be  identical  to  land  entries  des- 
cribed in  entry  10.  Also  included  in  this  volume  are  two  other  timber  culture 
entries  numbered  66  and  90,  dated  1894  and  1897,  respectively. 

The  main  series  of  timber  culture  entries  in  this  volume  is  related  to  the 
final  certificates  described  in  entry  88. 

88.  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  January  18,  1892-August 
21,  1901.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-27.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  land  office  to  list  timber  culture  claims 
that  were  eligible  for  patenting.  It  gives  the  number  and  date  of  the 
certificate,  a  legal  description,  name  and  residence  of  the  applicant,  the 
number  of  the  original  application,  appropriate  fees,  and  remarks  that  are 
usually  confined  to  the  phrase  "U.S.  Patent,"  indicating  that  the  entry  was 
patented  and  title  conveyed  to  the  entryman. 

Related  records  include  the  Register  of  Timber  Culture  Entries  described  in 
entry  87  and  the  patent  records  described  in  entry  92^. 

89.  RECEIVER'S  REGISTER  OF  COAL  CASH  RECEIPTS  ISSUED.  June  26,  1886-June 
19,  1906.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  receipt  number,  1-372.  Unindexed. 

The  entries  in  this  volume  record  the  sale  of  coal  lands.  Information  found 
in  each  entry  includes  the  number  and  date  of  the  cash  purchase  receipt,  the 
name  of  the  purchaser,  a  legal  description  of  the  land,  its  quantity  and  price 
per  acre  (which  was  $10.00),  and  the  purchase  amount.  A  declaratory  statement 
number  is  frequently  found  and  most  entries  were  patented. 

Also  included  are  monthly  totals  of  acreage  sold  and  money  received. 

90.  REGISTERS  OF  DESERT  LAND  ENTRIES.  1891-1908.  2  vols.,  4  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-648,  and  1-899  for  a  seperate  Ute  series. 
Unindexed. 

This  is  a  typical  desert  land  entry  register  such  as  is  described  in  entry 
27.  Many  of  the  later  entries  also  have  serial  register  numbers.  A  number  of 
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the;  entries  have  extensive  remarks  concerning  the  claim  process  with  final 
certificate  numbers,  where  appropriate. 

Related:  records  include  the  registers  described  in  entries  91  and  92. 

91.  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  1892-1908.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  final  certificate  number,  1-225,  and  1-351  for  a  separate  Ute 
series'-  Un indexed. 

This-7  is>  a  typical  desert-  land  final  certificates  register  such  as  is  described 
in  entry  28..  AIT  entries  have  original  declaration  numbers  and  the  remarks 
section  usually  indicates  whether  a  patent  was  issued.  A  few  later  entries 
also- have-' serial  register  numbers. 

Related?  records-  are  described  in  entry  90. 

92.  RECORD  OF  PATENTS  DELIVERED.  Ca..  1880-1908.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  type  of  patent  and  thereunder  numerically  by  patent  number. 
Indexed1  by  the  first  letter  of  the  last  name  of  the  patentee  or  by  the  name  of 
the  claim  in  mineral  entries. 

This>  volume  was  maintained  by  the  register  of  the  land  office  to  record  the 
patenting  of  various  types  of  entries  upon  the  public  domain  and  is  similar  to 
the  book  described  in  entry  41.  The  numerous  sub-series  entered  in  this 
volume  include  Ute  agricultural,  mineral,  and  desert  land;  mineral  and  coal; 
Valentine  and  Louisiana  scrip;  agricultural  preemption;  homestead;  timber  and 
stone;:  desert  land;  military  bounty;  isolated  tracts;  and  lieu  selection. 

Related"  records  include  the  registers  of  cash  entries  discussed  in  entry  79, 
the  homestead  registers  noted  in  entries  80  and  81,  the  mineral  receipts 
registers  described  in  entry  83,  the  volumes  relating  to  timber  cultures 
described  in  entries  87  and  88,  and  the  books  that  concern  desert  land  claims 
mentioned  in  entries  90  and  91. 

93..  LETTERS  RELATING  TO  STOCK  RAISING  HOMESTEAD  DESIGNATIONS.  1918-23. 
£  in. 

Arranged  in  chronological  order  by  the  date  of  the  letter.  Un indexed. 

These  Tetters  are  similar  to  those  described  in  entry  37. 

94.  LETTERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RIGHT-OF-WAY  OF  THE  COLORADO  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 
1924-26.  6  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  the  date  of  the  letters.  Unindexed. 
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This  series  consists  of  four  letters  from  the  Commissioner  or  an  Assistant 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  the  Register  of  the  land  office. 
The  subject  of  the  correspondence  is  the  investigation  of  the  company's  fail- 
ure to  actually  lay  track  along  the  granted  right-of-way  and  the  subsequent 
cancellation  of  the  grant.  The  bulk  of  the  series  consists  of  plats  dated 
1885-6  that  depict  the  company's  survey  of  a  route  along  the  Grand  River  in 
the  vicinity  of  Glenwood  Springs. 

95.  "COMMISSIONERS'  LETTERS."  August  28,  1922-May  28,  1928.  11  ft. 

Arranged  by  file  number,  1-15,366  with  gaps.  Unindexed. 

These  commissioner's  letters  are  similar  to  those  described  in  entry  51. 
There  are  several  file  numbers  on  each  letter  which,  except  for  the  sequence 
noted  above,  are  in  no  discernable  order. 

96.  MISCELLANEOUS  CORRESPONDENCE.  1914-1927.  1  1/2  ft. 
Unarranged.  Unindexed. 

Included  in  this  series  are  letters  from  private  businesses  that  almost  exclu- 
sively concern  royalties  on  oil  and  gas  leases,  cover  sheets  for  reports 
submitted  to  the  GLO,  and  summaries  of  production  reports.  Also  included  are 
random  letters  from  the  GLO  concerning  forest  lands,  homestead  amendments, 
revocation  of  earlier  departmental  orders,  reclamation,  and  other  general 
subjects. 


GUNNISON  LAND  OFFICE 

The  land  office  at  Gunnison  was  opened  in  1883  and  was  closed  in  1907  as 
business  declined.  The  records  were  removed  to  the  land  office  in  Montrose. 
In  1925,  they  were  transferred  to  the  land  office  at  Glenwood  Springs  and  were 
moved  for  the  last  time  to  Denver  when  the  Glenwood  Springs  office  closed  in 
1927. 

97.  REGISTER  OF  CASH  ENTRIES.  May  14,  1883-September  6,  1890.  2  vols., 
6  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number.  Entries  1-261  and  separate  coal  lands  entries 
are  contained  in  volume  1.  Volume  2  contains  Ute  Indian  Reservation  entries 
1-1,106  and  entries  1-20  for  coal  lands.  Unindexed. 

These  two  volumes  are  typical  cash  entry  registers  similar  to  those  described 
in  entry  79.  A  large  number  of  these  cash  purchases  were  originally  homestead 
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claims  that  were  commuted  to  cash  entries.  Most  of  the  coal  land  filings  have 
notations  referring  to  rights-of-way  for  the  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  Railway. 

Related  records  include  the  cash  entry  register  described  in  entry  98  and  the 
homestead  registers  noted  in  entry  99. 

98.  RECEIVER'S  REGISTER  OF  CASH  ENTRIES  ON  UTE  RESERVATION  LANDS.  January 
7,  1884-June  15,  1907.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-1,338  and  1-85  for  a  separate  coal  land 
series.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  similar  to  the  register  described  in  entry  79.  Applications 
1,106-1,120  appear  to  be  duplicates  of  those  described  in  entry  97. 

99.  REGISTERS  OF  HOMESTEAD  ENTRIES.  April  12,  1883-June  24,  1907.  2  vols., 
6  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-415,  and  1-85  for  a  separate  Ute  series  in 
volume  2.  Also  included  in  volume  1  are  13  entries  originally  made  at  Del 
Norte.  Unindexed. 

These  are  typical  homestead  entry  registers  similar  to  those  described  in 
entry  5.  Many  of  the  later  filings  also  have  serial  numbers  in  the  02,000 
range  that  are  related  to  the  Montrose  Land  Office  serial  register  books 
described  in  entry  174.  There  are  extensive  remarks  concerning  commutations 
to  cash  entries,  notes  on  excess  land  claims,  cancellations,  and  final 
certificate  numbers.  Compared  to  other  land  offices,  a  large  percentage  of 
these  filings  were  patented. 

Other  related  records  include  the  cash  entry  registers  described  in  entries  97 
and  98  and  the  final  certificate  book  discussed  in  entry  100.  There  is  also 
material  relating  to  the  volume  described  in  entry  18. 

100.  REGISTER  OF  HOMESTEAD  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  June  25,  1883-June  4,  1907. 
1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-177  and  1-6  for  a  separate  Ute  lands 
series.  This  volume  is  similar  to  the  one  described  in  entry  20. 

Related  records  include  the  homestead  registers  described  in  entry  99. 

101.  REGISTERS  OF  MINERAL  ENTRIES.  May  3,  1883-June  26,  1907.  2  vols., 
5  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-806  and  1-290  for  a  separate  Ute  lands 
series  in  volume  2.  Unindexed. 
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The  information  given  in  these  volumes  includes  the  certificate  number,  date 
the  land  was  sold,  the  claimant's  name,  the  name  of  his  claim,  a  lot  number,  a 
legal  description,  purchase  money,  and  a  remarks  section  that  gives  the 
mineral  application  number  and,  occasionally,  the  date  of  the  patent. 

Related  records  include  the  adverse  claims  register  noted  in  entry  103,  the 
application  registers  described  in  entry  102,  and  the  mineral  survey  plats  and 
indexes  discussed  in  entries  25  and  251-254. 


102.  REGISTERS  OF  APPLICATIONS  FOR  MINERAL  PATENTS.  April  2,  1883-May  9, 
1907.  3  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-814  and  1-292.  Indexed  by  the  name  of  the 
claim. 

These  volumes  are  similar  to  the  applications  registers  described  in  entry 
24.  The  remarks  section  also  generally  gives  the  name  of  the  newspaper  in 
which  notice  of  the  claim  was  published,  the  mineral  entry  numbers,  relevant 
adverse  claims  numbers,  and  any  action  taken  in  response  to  a  Commissioner's 
letter. 

Related  records  include  the  mineral  entry  registers  described  in  entry  101  and 
the  adverse  claims  register  noted  in  entry  103.  Also  related  are  the  mineral 
survey  plats  and  their  indexes  described  in  entries  25,  248  -  253,  256,  and 
257. 


103.  REGISTERS  OF  ADVERSE  MINERAL  CLAIMS.  June  2,  1883-May  28,  1907. 
2  vol.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  adverse  claim  file  number,  1-106  and  1-34  for  a  separate  Ute 
series  in  volume  2.  Unindexed. 

This  is  a  typical  adverse  claim  register  similar  to  the  one  described  in  entry 
23. 

Related  records  include  the  mineral  books  described  in  entries  101  and  102  and 
the  mineral  survey  plats  and  indexes  described  in  entries  25  and  250  -  254. 

104.  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  ENTRIES.  April  12,  1883-February  3,  1892. 
1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-86.  Unindexed. 

The  information  provided  by  the  entries  in  this  volume  includes  the  applica- 
tion number  and  date,  the  legal  description  of  the  tract  entered,  acreage, 
name  and  residence  of  the  applicant,  fees  and  commissions,  and  general 
remarks.  There  are  also  four  entries  dated  1882  from  the  land  office  in  Del 
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Norte..  Most  of  the  entries  were  cancelled  or  relinquished.  There  are  only 
six  final  certificates  and  one  commutation  to  a  cash  purchase  noted. 

■Related  records  include  the  final  receipts  register  described  in  entry  105. 

105.  REGISTER  OF  FINAL  RECEIPTS  FOR  TIMBER  CULTURE  ENTRIES.  May  4,  1892-July 
.21,  1905.  1  vol.,  1  in. 

Arranged  by  receipt  number,  1-7.  Un indexed. 

This  ^volume  records  seven  timber  culture  claims  that  correspond,  with  a  single 
exception,  to  entries  in  the  timber  culture  register  described  in  entry 
104.  £ach  .entry  provides  a  receipt  number  and  date,  the  legal  description  of 
the  tract  entered,  the  name  and  residence  of  the  applicant,  the  original 
application  number,  appropriate  fees,  and  a  remarks  section  that  usually  has 
the  annotation  "Act  of  March  3,  1891,  as  amended  by  Act  of  March  3,  1893." 
The  jact  referred  to  was  the  Revision  Act  of  1891  (26  Stat.  1095),  which 
repealed  the  Timber  Culture  Act. 

106..  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  ENTRIES.  June  5,  1891 -May  21,  1907.  1  vol., 
,2  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-93  and  1-107  for  a  separate  Ute  lands 
series.  Un indexed. 

This  is  a  desert  land  entry  book  similar  to  the  one  described  in  entry  27. 
There  are  references  to  the  GL0  tract  books  that  are  in  the  custody  of  the 
National  Archives  in  Washington  D.C.  There  are  also  extensive  annotations  in 
the  remarks  section  concerning  cancellations,  final  certificates,  corrections, 
and  correspondence  relating  to  the  claim.  A  number  of  the  entries  also  have 
remarks  noting  the  dates  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  proofs. 

Related  records  include  the  final  receipts  register  described  in  entry  107. 

107.  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  FINAL  RECEIPTS.  October  10,  1892-June  18, 
1907.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  receipt  number,  1-42  and  1-40  for  a  separate  Ute  lands  series. 
Un indexed. 

This  register  contains  final  receipts  for  land  claims  entered  under  the  Desert 
Land  Act  of  March  3,  1877  (19  Stat.  377).  The  information  given  in  the  indi- 
vidual entries  includes  the  number  and  date  of  the  final  receipt,  name  and 
address  of  the  claimant,  the  acreage  of  the  tract  and  its  legal  description, 
the  price  per  acre  and  total  purchase  cost,  the  amount  initially  paid  at  $.25 
an  acre  and  the  final  payment  at  $1.00,  and  the  original  declaration  number. 

Related  records  include  the  desert  land  register  described  in  entry  106.- 
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HUGO  LAND  OFFICE 

The  land  office  at  Hugo  was  opened  in  1890.  In  1922,  the  office  was  closed 
and  its  archives  and  records  were  transferred  to  the  Pueblo  Land  Office. 

108.  TRACT  BOOKS.  9  vols.,  18  in. 

Arranged  by  township  and  range  numbers.  Unindexed. 

These  volumes  are  typical  tract  books  similar  to  the  one  described  in  entry  1. 

109.  SERIAL  REGISTER  BOOKS.  1908-1922.  16  vols.,  5  ft. 

Arranged  by  serial  number,  01-015,296.  Unindexed. 

These  are  typical  serial  register  books  such  as  those  described  in  entry  13. 

When  the  Hugo  Land  Office  was  closed  in  1922,  these  records  were  transferred 

to  the  office  in  Pueblo  and  cases  still  open  at  that  time  were  renumbered  and 
incorporated  into  the  Pueblo  files. 

110.  REGISTER  OF  ABSTRACTS  OF  DECLARATORY  STATEMENTS.  1890-1908.  1  vol., 
3  in. 

Arranged  by  declaratory  statement  number.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  similar  to  the  abstract  described  in  entry  2.  It  was  main- 
tained by  the  Register  as  a  record  of  declaratory  statements  filed  in  entering 
claims.  There  are  three  series,  including  with  statements  1-24  filed  under 
the  Preemption  Act  of  1841  (5  Stat.  453),  Soldiers'  Declaratory  Statements  1- 
147  filed  under  the  legislative  authority  of  an  unspecified  act  but  probably 
the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Homestead  Act  of  1872  (17  Stat.  333),  and  Reservoir 
Statements  50-64  filed  under  the  Reservoir  Sites  Act  of  1897  (29  Stat.  484). 
Each  entry  provides  the  number  of  the  declaratory  statement  and  the  date  it 
was  filed,  name  and  residence  of  the  applicant,  a  legal  description  of  the 
land  involved,  and  a  remarks  section  that  generally  lists  the  type  of  entry 
made  and  associated  fees.  Also  given  is  the  date  of  settlement. 

111.  REGISTER  OF  CASH  ENTRIES.  September  9,  1880-June  30,  1908.  1  vol., 
3  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-1,217.  Unindexed. 

This  is  a  typical  cash  entry  book  similar  to  the  ones  described  in  entry  79. 
The  remarks  section  provides  information  identifying  the  payment  as  an  excess 
homestead  claim,  a  commutation  under  the  Preemption  Act,  or  a  public  sale.  An 
unusual  feature  of  this  record  is  the  dramatic  increase  in  cash  entries  after 


41 


1905.  Prior  to  this  time,  entries  averaged  one  to  three  a  month.  Beginning 
in  1906,  five  or  six  entries  a  day  became  commonplace. 

Also  included  are  monthly  totals  of  acreage  sold  and  money  received. 

Related  records  are  described  in  entry  112. 

112.  REGISTERS  OF  HOMESTEAD  ENTRIES.  September  1,  1890-June  30,  1908. 
2  vols.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-9,640.  Unindexed. 

These  are  typical  homestead  registers  such  as  described  in  entry  5.  Many  of 
the  entries  also  have  serial  numbers  assigned  to  them  in  the  02,000-07,200 
range,  which  correspond  to  the  registers  described  in  entry  109. 

113.  REGISTER  OF  HOMESTEAD  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  September  25,  1890-June  29, 
1908.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-876.  Unindexed. 

This  is  a  typical  homestead  final  certificate  register  and  is  similar  to  the 
one  described  in  entry  20.  Many  of  the  earlier  entries  result  from  soldiers' 
declaratory  statements.  The  American  Investment  Company  of  Emmetsburg,  Iowa, 
is  frequently  listed  in  the  remarks  section. 

114.  ABSTRACT  OF  MILITARY  BOUNTY  LAND  WARRANT  ENTRIES.  September  12,  1890- 
November  13,  1898.  1  vol.,  4  in. 

Arranged  by  register  number,  1-4.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  a  register  of  land  claims  made  with  military  bounty  warrants 
and  is  similar  to  the  one  described  in  entry  34. 

115.  RECEIVER'S  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  ENTRIES.  September  5,  1890- 
November  7,  1893.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  receipt  number,  1-51.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  Receiver  of  the  local  land  office  and  is 
similar  to  the  one  described  in  entry  10. 

Related  records  include  the  registers  described  in  entries  116-118. 

116.  REGISTER'S  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  APPLICATIONS.  September  5,  1890- 
November  7,  1893.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-51.  Unindexed. 
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This  volume,  maintained  by  the  Register  of  the  land  office,  provides  exactly 
the  same  information  as  the  Receiver's  register  described  in  entry  115. 

117.  RECEIVER'S  REGISTERS  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  FINAL  RECEIPTS.  May  18,  1894- 
December  22,  1906.  2  vols.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  receipt  number,  1-436.  Unindexed. 

This  register  was  maintained  by  the  Receiver  as  a  record  of  receipts  issued 
for  timber  culture  fees.  Each  entry  has  a  number  and  date  of  the  receipt,  the 
legal  description  of  the  tract  entered,  the  name  and  residence  of  the  appli- 
cant, the  number  of  the  original  application,  and  relevant  fees.  The  fees  are 
also  totaled  by  page.  A  few  of  the  earliest  receipts  correspond  to  the  entry 
numbers  in  the  timber  culture  registers  described  in  entries  115  and  116  but 
most  of  these  numbers  cannot  be  correlated  to  any  other  records  discussed  in 
this  inventory. 

118.  REGISTER'S  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  FINAL  RECEIPTS.  May  18,  1894-June 
7,  1905.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  receipt  number,  1-436.  Unindexed. 

The  entries  in  this  volume  are  duplicates  of  those  described  in  entry  117. 

119.  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  ENTRIES.  August  4,  1891-June  18,  1908.  .1  vol., 
3  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-301.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  similar  to  the  desert  land  abstract  described  in  entry  27 
except  that  there  are  no  references  to  the  GLO  tract  books. 

Related  records  include  the  desert  land  final  certificates  register  described 
in  entry  120  and,  for  cases  still  open  after  June  1908,  the  serial  register 
books  noted  in  entry  109. 

120.  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  June  29,  1895-April  23, 
1907.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  final  certificate  number,  1-15.  Unindexed. 

This  is  a  typical  desert  land  final  certificate  register  such  as  described  ir 
entry  28  except  that  there  are  no  page  and  volume  references  to  the  GLO  tract 
books. 

Related  records  are  described  in  entry  119. 
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121.  REGISTER  OF  RESERVOIR  AND  DITCH  FILINGS.  1393-1914.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

There  is  no  apparent  arrangement.  Indexed  by  the  name  of  the  reservoir,  ditch 
company,  or  the  individual  who  dug  or  maintained  the  ditch. 

The  information  provided  in  this  volume  includes  the  name  of  the  reservoir  or 
ditch  company,  the  legal  description  of  the  land,  the  name  of  the  party  making 
the  actual  entry,  date  of  filing,  and  general  remarks.  Many  of  the  entries 
have  serial  register  numbers.  The  remarks  section  is  a  chronological  narra- 
tive of  filings  and  activities  in  specific  reservoir  or  ditch  claims.  Each 
notation  has  the  date  it  was  made  and  a  brief  abstract  of  the  activity. 

There  fs  also  a  second  section  consisting  of  protested  and  suspended  proofs. 
This  appears  to  be  a  register  in  personal  claims  of  timber  and  stone,  desert 
land*  and  homestead  actions  from  the  point  of  suspension  to  the  closing  of  the 
case.  A  few  of  these  entries  involve  ditch  companies  but  most  are  for  private 
individuals.  These  entries  are  dated  1901-14  and  give  the  type  of  entry,  a 
serial  number,  the  legal  description  of  the  land,  the  name  of  the  party 
involved,  the  date  of  entry,  contest  docket  numbers,  and  a  remarks  section 
that  includes  narrative  abstracts  of  activity  in  each  entry. 

122.  REGISTER  OF  PATENTS  DELIVERED.  Undated.  1  vol.,  4  in. 

Arranged  alphabetically  by  the  first  letter  of  the  patentee's  last  name  and 
thereunder  chronologically  by  date  of  patent.  Unindexed. 

The  information  provided  in  this  register  includes  the  patent  number,  date  of 
the  patent,  a  reference  to  the  GLO  books  where  it  was  recorded,  to  whom  the 
patent  was  actually  issued,  and  when  and  where  the  patent  was  actually 
delivered  to  the  patentee. 

123.  REGISTERS  OF  LETTERS  RECEIVED  BY  THE  LAND  OFFICE.  1891-1907.  3  vols., 
9"  in. 

Volumes  1  and  2  are  arranged  by  letter  number  while  most  of  volume  3  is 
arranged  alphabetically  by  the  subject  of  the  letter  and  thereunder 
chronologically.  A  section  of  volume  3  is  arranged  numerically  and  continues 
the  numbering  found  in  the  first  two  volumes.  Volume  1  is  alphabetically 
indexed  by  the  subject  of  the  letter.  Volume  2  is  not  indexed.  Volume  3  is 
indexed  only  to  the  pages  for  each  alphabetical  category.  Letters  599-3,573. 

The  information  contained  in  these  volumes  generally  includes  the  serialized 
number  assigned  by  the  land  office  to  each  letter,  the  date  of  the  letter,  the 
alphabetical  designation  of  the  originating  GLO  division,  a  brief  abstract  of 
the  contents,  the  letter's  subject,  the  date  the  letter  was  received,  and  the 
date  it  was  answered,  if  appropriate.  A  general  remarks  section  usually 
indicates  the  responsive  action  taken  by  the  land  office  and  notations  on 
replies  to  the  letter.  Volume  1  also  has  a  listing  of  about  200  names  with  a 
specific  type  of  land  entry  associated  with  each  name  but  not  apparently 
related  to  the  other  entries. 
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LAKE  CITY  LAND  OFFICE 

The  Lake  City  Land  Office  was  opened  in  1877  but  closed  eleven  years  later 
when  the  more  conveniently  located  land  office  at  Montrose  was  established. 
The  Lake  City  records  were  then  transferred  to  Montrose  and  were  incorporated 
with  the  records  of  that  office. 


LAMAR  LAND  OFFICE 

The  land  office  at  Lamar,  which  had  been  in  existence  since  1887,  was  closed 
in  1925  and  its  records  were  transferred  to  Pueblo.  In  1949,  this  material 
was  transferred  to  the  newly  established  Colorado  State  Office. 

124.  TRACT  BOOKS.  16  vols.,  3  ft. 

These  volumes  are  typical  tract  books  such  as  described  in  entry  1. 

125.  SERIAL  REGISTER  BOOKS.  July  1,  1908-April  20,  1925.  30  vols.,  10  ft. 
Arranged  by  serial  entry  number,  01-08,2747. 

These  volumes  are  typical  serial  register  books  such  as  described  in  entry  13. 

125.  ABSTRACTS  OF  MISCELLANEOUS  DECLARATORY  STATEMENTS.  January  3,  1886-May 
23,  1891.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  the  date  the  statement  was  filed.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  similar  to  the  one  described  in  entry  2.  There  are  six  types 
of  declaratory  statements  recorded:  homestead,  1-4,212;  reservoir  lands,  1-34, 
October  1,  1899-April  10,  1908;  soldiers',  1-427,  January  3,  1887-May  24, 
1908;  "isolated"  tracts,  1907-08;  thirteen  randomly  numbered  townsite  entries 
dated  1887;  and  coal  lands,  1-6,  February  1,  1887 -October  1,  1890. 

127.  RECEIVER'S  REGISTER  OF  CASH  ENTRY  RECEIPTS.  January  3,  1887 -November 
21,  1905.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  receipt  number,  1-4,235.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  Receiver  to  record  fees  levied  in  excess 
land  entries  or  in  commuted  homestead  or  timber  culture  entries.  The  informa- 
tion provided  includes  the  date  and  number  of  the  receipt,  a  legal  description 
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of  the  tract  purchased,  acreage,  the  price  per  acre  and  total  purchase  money, 
any  amount  received  in  military  scrip,  and  general  remarks,  which  usually 
provide  an  identification  of  the  original  entry. 

Related  records  include  the  abstracts  described  in  entry  128  and  the  homestead 
registers  described  in  entries  131  and  133. 

128.  ABSTRACTS  OF  CASH  ENTRIES.  January  3,  1887-June  27,  1908.  2  vols., 
6  in. 

Arranged  by  receipt  number,  1-4,254,  and  4,256-4,769. 

These  voTumes  are  similar  to  and  duplicate  the  information  found  in  the 
register  described  in  entry  127.  Missing  numbers  discussed  in  the  previous 
entry  are  found  here. 

129.  REGISTER  OF  CASH  AND  HOMESTEAD  ENTRIES  SUSPENDED  BY  THE  GENERAL  LAND 
OFFICE.  February  13,  1889-December  9,  1897.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  in  chronological  order  by  the  date  of  the  Commissioner's  letter 
initiating  suspension.  Indexed  alphabetically  by  the  entryman's  last  name. 

This  register  of  suspensions  is  \/ery   similar  to  the  one  described  in  entry 
132. 

Related  records  include  the  homestead  register  described  in  entry  131. 

130.  REGISTER  OF  REPAYMENT  APPLICATIONS.  March  1887 -February  1892.  1  vol., 

1  in. 

Arranged  by  receipt  number,  1-17,   un indexed. 

This  volume  is  a  register  of  entrymen  who  relinquished  their  land  claims  and 
were  due  refunds  by  the  GLO.  The  information  provided  generally  includes  the 
number  and  type  of  the  original  entry  (mainly,  cash  entry),  the  receipt 
number,  the  name  and  residence  of  the  entryman,  a  legal  description,  the  date 
the  repayment  application  was  filed  and  when  it  was  transmitted  to  the  GLO, 
and  the  final  action  by  that  office  (usually  allowed  by  a  division  "M" 
letter).. 

Related  records  include  the  cash  and  homestead  registers  described  in  entries 
127-128  and  131-133. 

131.  REGISTERS  OF  HOMESTEAD  ENTRIES.  January  3,  1887-June  30,  1908. 

2  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-5,047  in  volume  1  and  5,048-9,862  in  volume 
2.  Un indexed. 
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These  are  typical  homestead  registers  such  as  those  described  in  entry  5. 
After  1900,  an  increasing  number  of  the  entries  also  have  serial  register 
numbers.  There  are  extensive  remarks  referring  to  Commissioners'  letters 
effecting  cancellation  of  entries;  final  certificate  numbers;  excess  receipt 
numbers;  cash  entries;  notes  on  the  legislative  authority  under  which  the 
entry  was  made;  and,  occasionally,  "SAD"  (Soldiers  Additional),  double  minimum 
and  "widow"  entries. 

Related  records  include  the  register  of  suspended  homestead  proofs  described 
in  entry  132,  the  receiver's  registers  described  in  entries  127  and  128,  and 
the  register  of  repayment  applications  described  in  entry  130. 

132.  REGISTER  OF  HOMESTEAD  FINAL  PROOFS  SUSPENDED  BY  THE  GENERAL  LAND 
OFFICE.  1887-1909.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  the  date  of  the  Commissioner's  letter  effecting 
suspension.  Indexed  alphabetically  by  the  entryman's  last  name. 

This  is  a  register  maintained  by  the  land  office  to  record  suspensions  of 
final  proofs  during  the  claims  process.  A  land  entry  could  be  suspended  so 
that  any  irregularities  in  the  claim  could  be  investigated  without  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  limits  for  proving  up  the  entry.  Many  suspended  entries  were 
eventually  cancelled  but  others  were  permitted  to  proceed  to  patenting.  The 
information  given  includes  the  date  of  the  Commissioner's  letter  effecting 
suspension,  the  GLO  division  that  originated  the  letter,  the  entryman's  name, 
the  type  and  number  of  his  entry,  and  a  legal  description  of  the  entry. 
Fairly  extensive  narrative  remarks  detail  the  reason  for  the  suspension,  the 
date  the  letter  was  received  at  the  land  office,  the  date  the  entryman  was 
notified,  and  the  resolution  of  the  suspension. 

This  volume  also  contains  a  "Docket  of  Cancellations,"  dated  1902-05,  and 
arranged  by  the  date  of  cancellation.  Each  entry  gives  the  type  and  number  of 
the  affected  entry  and  date  it  was  cancelled,  a  legal  description,  acreage, 
entryman's  name,  and  how  the  entry  was  cancelled  (usually  by  a  Commissioner's 
letter).  Also  given  is  a  county-by-county  tabulation  of  the  acreage  that  was 
affected  by  the  cancellations.  These  entries  are  not  related  to  the  other 
section  of  the  register. 

Related  records  include  the  desert  land  entry  books,  the  homestead  registers, 
and  the  timber  culture  volumes  described  in  entries  129  and  131-139. 

133.  REGISTER  OF  HOMESTEAD  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  January  4,  1887-June  30, 
1908.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-1,299.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  Register  of  the  land  office  to  record  the 
issuance  of  final  certificates  in  homestead  claims  and  is  similar  to  the 
volume  described  in  entry  20. 
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Related  records  include  the  Registers  of  Homestead  Entries  described  in  entry 
131,  which  correspond  to  the  original  application  numbers  given  in  this 
volume. 

134.  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  ENTRIES.  January  3,  1887-January  13,  1894. 
1  vol .,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-5,064.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  a  typical  timber  culture  register  such  as  is  described  in  entry 
10.  Virtually  all  the  entries  were  cancelled  by  the  GLO,  usually  through  a 
Commissioner's  letter. 

The  register  described  in  entry  135  is  related. 

135.  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  January  9,  1903-November 
24,  1905.  1  vol.,  1  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  335-395.  Unindexed. 

This  volume,  apparently  number  two  of  a  series,  was  maintained  by  the  land 
office  to  record  the  issuance  of  final  certificates  in  timber  culture 
entries.  It  is  similar  to  the  one  described  in  entry  66. 

136.  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  ENTRIES.  June  30,  1891-June  17,  1908, 
1  vol.,  4  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-743.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  a  typical  desert  land  register  such  as  the  one  described  in 
entry  27.  After  about  1905,  most  of  the  entries  also  have  a  serial  register 
number  in  the  04,700-04,900  range. 

Related  records  include  the  Register  of  Desert  Land  Final  Receipts  described 
in  entry  138  and  the  similar  volume  described  in  entry  139. 

137.  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  ANNUAL  PROOFS.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  the  date  of  the  initial  entry  in  the  proving 
process.  Indexed  alphabetically  by  the  name  of  the  entryman. 

This  register  consists  of  entries  recording  the  dates  of  the  first-,  second-, 
and  third-year  proofs,  which  were  required  steps  in  gaining  title  to  a  desert 
land  claim.  There  is  a  narrative  entry  for  each  claim  on  separate  pages. 
Each  entry  contains  the  name  of  the  entryman,  the  legal  description  of  the 
tract*  the  date  of  entry,  names  of  witnesses  confirming  the  claim,  where  and 
to  whom  the  validity  of  the  proof  was  sworn  (District  Court,  clerk  of  the  land 
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office,  etc.),  and  notes  on  the  filing  of  the  information  and  notifications  of 
the  GLO.  Often  found  are  notes  on  the  fulfilling  of  special  requirements  such 
as  construction  of  irrigation  ditches  and  reservoirs,  acreage  sown  with  speci- 
fied crops,  and  the  estimated  value  of  the  improvements. 

138.  RECEIVER'S  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  FINAL  RECEIPTS.  October  27,  1894-May 
26,  1908.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  the  certificate  number,  4-130.  Unindexed. 

This  register  was  maintained  by  the  Receiver  to  record  final  receipts  issued 
in  desert  land  entries.  It  is  similar  to  the  register  described  in  entry  107. 

Related  records  are  the  desert  land  volumes  described  in  entries  136  and  139. 

139.  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  FINAL  RECEIPTS.  October  29,  1892-June  12, 
1906.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  receipt  number,  1-121.  Unindexed. 

For  its  121  entries,  the  information  found  in  this  register  duplicates  that 
described  in  entry  138.  This  volume  was  probably  maintained  by  the  Register. 

140.  MISCELLANEOUS  REGISTER  OF  ENTRIES  RELATING  TO  INDIAN  ALLOTMENTS  AND  TO 
RAILROAD  LANDS.  January  3,  1893-September  19,  1903.  1  vol.,  1  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-7,  1,  68,  69,  and  91-99.  Unindexed. 

Entries  1-7,  dated  1893,  appear  to  be  Indian  Allotment  Applications  authorized 
by  Section  4  of  the  act  of  February  8,  1887  (24  Stat.  388)  and  made  by  members 
of  the  Cheyenne  tribe,  plus  a  second  entry  1,  dated  1907,  made  by  a 
Wyandotte.  The  information  provided  includes  the  entry  number,  dates  of  the 
application  and  certification,  tribe,  head  of  family,  name  of  child,  a  legal 
description,  and  general  remarks  identifying  the  entry  as  "grazing  public 
lands."  The  remaining  entries  usually  encompass  entire  sections  and  were  made 
by  the  Union  Pacific  Land  Company  under  the  acts  of  July  1,  1862,  and  July  2, 
1864.  These  entries  are  dated  1901-03. 

141.  REGISTERS  OF  CANCELLATIONS.  April  8,  1887-June  30,  1908.  2  vols., 
2  in. 

Arranged  by  the  date  of  relinquishment  in  volume  1  and  by  the  date  of  the 
Commissioner's  letter  of  cancellation  in  the  second  volume.  Indexed  alpha- 
betically by  the  last  name  of  the  relinquishing  settler. 

The  information  generally  provided  includes  the  number  of  the  receipt,  the 
date  of  relinquishment,  a  legal  description,  name  of  relinquisher,  and  the 
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number  and  type  of  the  original  application.  Volume  2  also  gives  the  date  of 
the  GLO  cancelling  letter.  The  entries  are  predominantly  homesteads  and 
timber  cultures. 

Related  records  include  the  land  entry  registers  described  for  this  land 
office. 

142.  CONTEST  DOCKETS,  January  3,  1887-August  8,  1910.  8  vols.,  2  ft. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-4,800.  Alphaoetically  indexed  by  the  names  of 
both  parties  involved  in  the  contest. 

These  volumes  contain  narrative  entries  on  the  filing  and  progress  of  con- 
tested land  entry  cases.  The  information  provided  generally  includes  the 
contest  number,  the  names  of  the  parties  involved,  a  legal  description  of  the 
contested  land,  the  type  and  date  of  the  original  entry,  names  of  attorneys 
involved  in  the  case,  and  narrative  remarks.  Often,  a  new  hearing  would  be 
ordered  in  a  contest  but  the  entries  for  these  later  hearings  are  not  always 
identifiable.  In  most  cases,  the  contest  was  decided  by  the  agents  of  the 
local  land  office. 

Volume  1  also  has  a  separately  indexed  section  of  applications  to  amend  or 
reinstate  an  entry.  Volume  3  has  a  list  of  appeal  notices,  stating  when  and 
to  whom  they  were  issued.  There  is  a  gap  of  30  entry  numbers  between  volumes 
6  and  7. 

Related  records  include  the  land  entry  files  of  all  types  described  for  both 
Lamar  and  Pueblo. 


143.  REGISTER  OF  FEES.  Undated.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  type  of  entry  and  thereunder  by  entry  number.  Un indexed. 

This  register  was  maintained  to  record  fees  assessed  in  making  applications  to 
"prove  up"  on  virtually  all  types  of  land  entries.  The  information  given 
includes  the  applicant's  name,  the  number  and  type  of  his  entry,  individual 
cash  fees  assessed,  and  total  fees. 

Related  records  include  the  homestead,  desert  land,  cash,  timber  culture, 
timber  and  stone,  and  coal  entries  in  various  registers  described  for  this 
land  office. 

144.  REGISTER  OF  APPLICATIONS  TO  MAKE  PROOF.  October  31,  1905-July  7,  1908. 
1  vol .,  3  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  the  application  date.  Indexed  alphabetically  by 
the  entryman's  last  name. 
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This  register  was  maintained  by  the  Receiver  to  record  applications  to  "prove 
up"  on  a  claim.  Most  entries  are  homesteads  but  desert  land,  isolated  tracts, 
and  timber  and  stone  applications  are  also  found.  The  information  provided 
includes  the  number,  type,  and  date  of  entry;  name  and  residence  of  the  entry- 
man;  a  legal  description;  the  date  of  the  application  to  make  proof;  where, 
when,  and  before  whom  the  proof  was  set  (Register  and  Receiver,  clerk  of  the 
District  Court,  a  county  judge,  etc.);  the  name  of  the  newspaper  designated  to 
publish  the  details  of  the  proving  uo;  who  was  obligated  to  pay  the  publisher; 
and  any  actions  taken  by  the  Register  and  Receiver. 

Related  records  include  the  various  land  entry  registers  described  for  this 
land  office. 

145.  REGISTER  OF  PATENTS  RECEIVED.  April  11,  1888-January  24,  1911.  1  vol., 
3  in. 

Arranged  by  the  date  of  the  patent.  Indexed  by  the  entryman's  last  name. 

The  information  included  provides  the  number  of  the  certificate  and,  occa- 
sionally, the  type  of  entry;  when  and  to  whom  it  was  patented;  the  GLO  patent 
book  and  page  where  it  was  recorded;  and  when,  where  and  to  whom  the  patent 
was  sent. 


146.  REGISTER  OF  REQUESTS  FOR  LEAVE.  April  22,  1889-June  26,  1908.  1  vol., 
3  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  the  date  of  filing.  Indexed  alphabetically  by  the 
entryman's  last  name. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  Register  to  record  applications  from 
settlers  for  leave,  usually  because  of  injury,  illness,  or  poverty  due  to  crop 
failure  or  drought.  A  typical  petition  for  leave  might  request  an  extension 
of  a  year  in  the  maximum  time  limits  for  proving  up  a  claim  to  avoid  cancella- 
tion of  the  entry  by  the  GLO.  These  requests  predominantly  concern  homestead 
and  desert  land  entries  and  most  were  granted  outright  or  favorably  referred 
by  the  land  office  to  the  GLO  for  decision.  The  information  provided  includes 
the  type,  number,  and  date  of  the  original  entry;  the  date  of  filing  the  leave 
request;  the  name  and  residence  of  the  entryman;  explanations  of  the  reason 
for  the  expected  duration  of  the  leave;  supportive  evidence  such  as  statements 
of  doctors  and  friends;  and  whether  the  leave  was  granted,  denied,  or  the 
request  passed  on  to  the  GLO. 

147.  RECORD  BOOK  OF  RAILROAD,  CANAL,  AND  RESERVOIR  PLATS  FILED  WITH  THE  LAND 
OFFICE.  1891-93.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

There  is  no  apparent  arrangement.  Un indexed. 
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This  volume  is  a  record  of  certain  activities  of  irrigation  and  ditch  com- 
panies in  meeting  the  legal  requirements  for  their  type  of  land  entry.  These 
actions  are  listed  together  in  chronological  order  for  each  company  and 
include  such  notations  as  the  filing  of  articles  of  incorporation,  associated 
maps  and  field  notes,  the  organization  of  the  company,  transmittal  of  records 
to  the  GLO,  corrections,  and  of  administrative  matters  relating  to  the 
company's  compliance  with  GLO  regulations.  The  companies  for  which  there  are 
entries  are  the  Midland  Canal  Reservoir  and  Land,  Arlington  Farm  and  Irriga- 
tion, Lake  Canal  Reservoir  No.  4,  Riverdale  Reservoir,  Pleasant  Valley  Farmers 
Mutual  Canal  and  Land,  Lamar  Land  and  Canal,  Sante  Fe  Land  and  Canal,  and  the 
King  Reservoir. 

148.  SERIALIZED  LAND  ENTRY  CASE  FILES  THAT  WERE  CANCELLED,  RELINQUISHED,  OR 
REJECTED.  July  28,  1913-November  20,  1924.  100  ft. 

Arranged  by  serial  number,  01-028,679,  with  gaps.  Unindexed. 

These  records  are  of  the  same  types  as  those  described  in  entry  30. 

149.  MISCELLANEOUS  CASE  FILES.  1908-24.  1  ft. 

Arranged  numerically  by  case  file  number.  Unindexed. 

Included  in  this  series  are  Colorado  indemnity  school  land  selection  case 
files  that  include  correspondence,  certifications  of  the  authority  of  the 
state's  Board  of  Land  Commissioners,  affidavits  of  publication  of  selection 
notices  with  attached  clippings,  records  noting  the  reason  for  the  loss  of 
public  domain  school  lands,  and  land  lists  giving  the  size  and  legal  descrip- 
tion of  the  base  and  selected  lands. 

Also  found  are  a  few  case  files  concerning  forest  lieu  selections. 

This  series  also  contains  extensive  correspondence  relating  to  Colorado  land 
claims  filed  under  the  legislative  authority  of  the  Carey  Act  of  1894  (28 
Stat.  422).  The  letters  concern  questions  of  water  supply,  a  Colorado  Desert 
Land  Entry  Clear  List  (which  resembles  List  12  described  in  entry  47),  notes 
on  relinquishments  for  portions  of  the  List,  lists  of  patents  held  to  portio.. 
of  the  subject  land,  detailed  plats  of  the  proposed  irrigation  system,  corres 
pondence  describing  the  progress  of  the  land  entries  toward  patenting  or 
relinquishment,  and  an  illustrated  report  dated  1909  by  GLO  inspectors  on  the 
condition  of  the  land  and  the  feasibility  of  reclaiming  it  under  the  Carey 
Act.  Much  of  this  material  apparently  relates  to  Colorado  Desert  Land  Selec- 
tions Nos.  7  and  11  and  the  proposed  irrigation  of  this  land  by  the  Two  Buttes 
Irrigation  and  Reservoir  Company.  Also  included  are  extensive  correspondence, 
reports,  and  photographs  specifically  concerning  Two  Buttes,  estimating  the 
feasibility  of  the  dam  and  detailing  its  subsequent  failure  to  provide  the 
water  that  its  promoters  had  promised. 


ons 
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150.  REGISTERS  OF  COMMISSIONER'S  LETTERS  RECEIVED  BY  THE  LAND  OFFICE.  May  9 
1894-July  23,  1908.  3  vols.,  8  in. 

Arranged  by  the  number  the  land  office  assigned  to  each  letter  as  it  was 
received.  Volume  1  contains  numbers  1-230,  May  9,  1894-January  7,  1898; 
volume  2,  1-1,587,  September  29,  1897-August  25,  1905;  and  volume  3,  1,588- 
2,518,  July  31,  1903-July  23,  1908.  Indexed  by  the  subject  of  the  letters. 

This  register  was  maintained  by  the  Receiver  to  record  incoming  letters  from 
the  Commissioner,  which  were  generally  requests  for  further  evidence  or  infor- 
mation about  a  land  entry,  provided  for  cancellations  or  corrections  to 
entries  or  surveys,  or  about  administrative  matters.  The  information  usually 
includes  the  letter  number,  the  alphabetical  designation  of  the  originating 
GLO  division,  the  dates  of  the  letter,  an  abstract  of  the  contents,  names  of 
the  subjects  of  the  letter,  the  dates  the  letter  was  received  and  answered,  an 
abstract  of  the  answer,  a  GLO  letterbook  page  reference,  and  general  remarks. 

Related  records  include  the  cancellation  registers  described  in  entry  141  and 
the  land  entry  registers  described  for  this  land  office. 


LEADVILLE  LAND  OFFICE 

In  1867,  the  third  land  office  in  Colorado  Territory  was  established  at  the 
gold  camp  called  Fair  Play.  Within  a  decade,  however,  Fair  Play  had  been 
eclipsed  by  Leadville  and  its  land  office  was  moved  there  in  1879.  Most  of 
the  records  described  here  contain  both  the  earlier  Fairplay  entries  as  well 
as  those  of  Leadville.  In  1925,  the  Leadville  office  was  closed  and  its 
records  were  transferred  to  Denver. 

151.  TRACT  BOOKS. 

The  tract  books  for  the  land  office  at  Leadville,  which  include  the  entries  of 
its  predecessor  office  at  Fairplay,  have  been  incorporated  into  and  filed  with 
the  tract  books  for  Denver  described  in  entry  31. 

152.  SERIAL  REGISTER  BOOKS.  July  1,  1908-May  25,  1925.  4  vols.,  1  ft. 

Arranged  by  serial  number,  01-03,824.  Unindexed. 

These  four  volumes  are  typical  serial  register  books  such  as  those  described 
in  entry  13.  The  entries  that  were  still  open  in  1925  when  the  land  office 
was  closed  were  transferred  with  the  rest  of  the  Leadville  records  to  Denver 
and  renumbered  in  the  030,000  serial  range  (see  entry  32). 
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153-.  REGISTER  OF  DECLARATORY  STATEMENTS  AND  OTHER  ENTRIES.  October  1,  1872- 
July  24,  1873.  1  vol.,  1  in. 

•Arranged  by  type  of  declaratory  statement  and  thereunder  numerically  by  state- 
ment number.  Unindexed. 

There  are   four  separate  series  of  statements  found  in  this  volume,  all  of 
which  were  created  by  the  Fairplay  Land  Office.  The  entries  include  Preemp- 
tion Declaratory  Statements  35-144,  a  single  cash  entry,  and  nine  Soldier's 
Statements  under  the  Act  of  June  8,  1872  (17  Stat.  333).  Also  found  are 
entries  numbered  14-54  which  may  concern  receipts  issued  for  fees  and  commis- 
sions received  by  the  land  office  agents.  The  information  given  by  each  entry 
generally  includes  the  number  and  date  of  the  application,  a  legal  description 

'of  the  tract  involved,  acreage,  name  and  residence  of  the  entryman,  fees  and 

•commiss'tons,  and  remarks. 

■154.  -REGISTER  OF  CASH  ENTRIES.  August  4,  1869-October  16,  1906.  1  vol., 
2   in. 

•Arranged  by  receipt  number,,  2-1,708  and  19-42  for  a  separate  coal  lands 
series.  Unindexed. 

Entries  through  number  452,  which  is  dated  June  18,  1879,  were  made  at  the 
land  office  in  Fairplay  and  the  balance  at  Leadville.  All  the  coal  lands 
■entries  were  made  at  Leadville.  The  information  provided  includes  the  date  of 
sale,  certificate  number,  the  name  and  residence  of  the  purchaser,  the  legal 
description  of  the  tract,  acreage,  price  per  acre  and  total  purchase  price, 
and  narrative  remarks  generally  referring  to  the  delivery  of  the  patent, 
excess  payments  on  homestead  entries,  and  the  legislative  authority  under 
which  "the  entry  was  made. 

Related  records  include  the  Register  of  Homestead  Final  Certificates  described 
in  entry  156  and  the  Register  of  Timber  Culture  Entries  discussed  in  entry 

16a. 


155..  RECEIVER'S  REGISTER  OF  HOMESTEAD  RECEIPTS.  March  17,  1896-May  18, 
-1906.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  receipt  number,  922-1,217.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  Receiver  to  record  fees  received  from  home- 
steaders. The  information  includes  the  number  and  date  of  the  receipt,  the 
name  and  address  of  the  entryman,  a  legal  description  of  the  tract  involved, 
acreage,  the  price  per  acre,  and  fees  and  commissions.  Occasionally,  the 
county  where  the  claim  was  located  is  also  entered. 

Related  records  are  discussed  in  entry  156. 
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156.  REGISTER  OF  HOMEsTFAn  Fma[    rFDTT[:TrATrc   ,  ,  _  , 

1907.  1  vol.  3  In       CERTIFICATES.  July  10,  1875-Oecember  16, 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-551.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  similar  to  the  register  described  in  entry  20. 

Entries  through  number  77,  May  6,  1879,  are  from  the  Fairplay  office  and  the 
balance  are  from  Leadville.  On  two  separate  pages  bound  into  the  front  of 

uii  $isva,r&;: 19-21,  u- 28- and  z9-  ^-^ isao-  «■* » «• 

IZ^lT^^tX^UV^t^  S2J5JS." cash  **"••'  «< 

157.  INDEX  TO  MINERAL  ENTRIES.  1885-1900.  1  vol.,  1/2  in. 

Arranged  by  first  letter  of  the  name  of  the  claim  and  thereunder  by  mineral 
entry  number  m  the  2,000-5,000  range.  Unindexed. 

IhiMJJc?6  wayi2intai"e2  by  the  1and  office  as  a  name  and  number  index  to 
the  Registers  of  Mineral  Entries  described  in  entry  158. 

158.  REGISTERS  OF  MINERAL  ENTRIES.  September  30,  1869-April  21  1909 
4  vols.,  1  ft.  ' 

Arranged  by  entry  number.  Volume  1  is  indexed  alphabetically  by  the  name  of 
the  entryman  while  volumes  2  through  4  are  not  indexed. 

These  four  volumes  are  registers  maintained  by  the  land  office  to  record 

?n  lifiS  aimS\  Voifli,LSonta1ni  Fa1rPlay  entries  1-35,  with  gaps,  September 
30,  1869 -November  30  1872,  and  Leadville  entries  72-2,487  dated  July  6,  1875- 
March  31  1885.  Volume  2  is  numbered  2,488-4,092,  April  2,  1885-October  31, 
1896;  volume  3  has  entries  4,093-5,343,  November  9,  1896-November  23,  1907; 
and  volume  4  is  numbered  5,344-5,370  and  dated  December  4,  1907-March  24, 

1908lApriia2l!  igO^1"5  S6rialS  035>004-°35>207  <with  1ar3e  9«Ps),  July  8, 

The  information  provided  by  these  entries  includes  the  name  of  the  claimant 
and  of  his  claim,  when  the  entryman  formally  acquired  the  land,  the  certifi- 
cate number,  the  survey  number,  acreage  (mostly  under  5  acres),  the  total 
purchase  money,  and  general  remarks  often  giving  the  applicant's  address,  the 
mineral  district,  or  notes  on  the  delivery  of  the  patent.  Volume  1  contains 
entries  for  Horace  Tabor's  famous  Matchless  and  Little  Pittsburg  mines  while 
volume  2  records  claims  for  Thomas  Walsh. 

Related  records  include  the  index  described  in  entry  157,  and  the  mineral 
patents  registers  described  in  entries  164  and  166. 
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159.  RECORD  OF  MINING  APPLICATIONS  FILED  AT  FAIRPLAY.  August  17,  1873- 
January  9,  1875.  1  vol.,  1/2  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  37-69.  Unindexed. 

These  entries  record  mining  claims  filed  at  the  land  office  before  it  was 
moved  from  Fairplay  to  Leadville  in  1879.  The  information  provided  includes 
the  application  number,  date  of  filing,  and  number  of  the  plat  or  name  of 
mineral  district  if  the  claim  was  not  yet  surveyed.  In  the  remarks  section, 
the  name  of  the  claim  or  a  legal  description  is  often  found,  and  occasionally 
a  patent  number  is  also  given. 

160.  REGISTER  OF  MINERAL  APPLICATION  NUMBERS.  Undated.  1  vol.,  1/2  in. 

Arranged  alphabetically  by  the  name  of  the  mineral  claim.  Unindexed. 

The  mineral  application  numbers  in  this  volume  are  almost  exclusively  in  the 
4,100-4,800  range  and  correspond  to  the  information  recorded  in  volume  4  of 
the  mineral  application  registers  described  in  entry  164.  The  only  informa- 
tion given  in  the  entries  is  the  name  of  the  claim  and  the  application 
number.  The  exact  purpose  of  the  register  has  not  been  established  although 
it  may  have  been  one  of  several  similar  volumes  intended  to  serve  as  an  index 
to  Leadville  mineral  applications.  There  are  several  loose  pages  inserted  in 
the  volume  which  comprise  letters  E-H  of  an  alphabetical  index  to  an  unidenti- 
fied series  of  records.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  correlation  between 
the  two  parts  of  the  volume. 

161.  INDEX  TO  ADVERSE  MINERAL  CLAIMS.  1878-1909.  1  vol.,  1/2  in. 

Arranged  alphabetically  by  the  name  of  the  adverse  filer's  claim  and  there- 
under numerically  by  adverse  claim  number. 

This  volume  was  created  by  the  land  office  as  an  index  to  the  adverse  register 
described  in  entry  162.  The  information  provided  consists  of  the  name  of  the 
adverse  claims  and  a  letter  of  December  22,  1909,  which  gives  a  summary  of 
adverse  claims  and  their  new  serial  register  numbers. 

162.  REGISTERS  OF  ADVERSE  MINERAL  CLAIMS.  May  10,  1878-May  11,  1911. 
2  vols.,  4  in. 

Arranged  by  adverse  claim  number,  1-1,901  for  volume  1  and  1,902-1,990  plus 
serial  numbers  for  the  second  volume.  Indexed  by  the  name  of  the  claim 
against  which  the  adverse  action  was  filed. 

These  two  volumes  served  as  registers  of  conflicting  claims.  The  first  36 
entries,  through  July  19,  1879,  were  filed  in  Fairplay  before  the  land  office 
was  moved  to  Leadville.  The  information  provided  by  the  entries  generally 
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includes  the  adverse  claim  number,  the  date  of  filing,  the  name  of  the  adverse 
claimant,  his  postal  address,  the  name  of  his  claim,  the  name  of  the  entryman 
against  whom  the  adverse  action  was  filed,  the  name  and  number  of  his  claim,  a 
legal  description,  his  mineral  survey  number,  and  general  remarks  on  the 
progress  of  the  action. 

Related  records  include  the  index  described  in  entry  161,  the  mineral 
registers  described  in  entries  157-160,  and  the  volumes  discussed  in  entries 
163-166. 

163.  REGISTERS  OF  SUSPENDED  AND  REJECTED  MINERAL  ENTRIES.  December  1,  1884- 
"  May  21,  1907.  3  vols.,  1/2  in. 

Arranged  by  date  of  suspension.  Indexed  alphabetically  by  the  name  of  the 
claim. 

These  three  volumes  were  maintained  by  the  Register  to  record  activities  in 
suspended  mineral  entries.  The  information  provided  includes  the  mineral 
entry  number,  the  claim's  name,  name  of  the  involved  entryman,  date  of  the 
mineral  entry,  and  narrative  remarks  on  the  reason  for  the  suspension  and 
information  on  the  resolution  of  the  case. 

Related  records  include  the  various  mineral  entry  registers  described  for  this 
land  office. 

164.  REGISTERS  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  MINERAL  PATENTS.  July  1,  1875-April  12, 
1909.  6  vols.,  1  ft. 

Arranged  by  application  number.  Except  for  volume  4,  which  is  not  indexed, 
these  registers  are  indexed  alphabetically  by  the  name  of  the  mineral  claim. 

Volume  1  contains  entries  100-1,196,  dated  through  April  30,  1881.  Entries 
100-263  were  initiated  in  Fairplay  and  the  balance  are  from  Leadville.  Volume 
2  is  numbered  1197-3013,  May  2,  1881 -September  29,  1884;  volume  3,  3,014- 
4,064,  October  1,  1884-December  29,  1890;  volume  4,  4,065-4,888,  January  2, 
1891-August  27,  1898;  volume  5,  4,889-5,670,  August  30,  1898-June  30,  1904; 
and  volume  6,  5,761-5,913,  July  1,  1904-May  7,  1908,  and  also  contains  41 
assorted  entries  numbered  between  1  and  492,  dated  July  1,  1908-April  12, 
1909. 

The  information  provided  by  the  entries  generally  includes  the  application 
number,  date  of  filing,  the  name  and  postal  address  of  the  applicant,  the 
mineral  district  and  county  where  the  claim  was,  the  mineral  survey  number,  a 
legal  description,  and  the  acreage.  A  separate  section  for  general  remarks  is 
rarely  filled  in  except  for  occasional  notes  on  cancellations. 

Related  entries  include  the  mineral  registers  described  in  entry  158  and  the 
patents  books  noted  in  entry  166. 
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165.  MINERAL  PATENT  RECORD  BOOK.  November  8,  1382-December  10,  1892. 
1  vol.,  1  in. 

Arranged  alphabetically  by  the  name  of  the  claim  and  thereunder  chronologi- 
cally by  the  date  the  patent  was  received  at  the  land  office.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  a  typical  patent  record  such  as  the  one  described  in  entry 
64,  The  volume  also  contains  a  single  entry  dated  December  5,  1873,  of  an 
adverse  claim  filed  at  Fairplay  and  a  separate  section  for  agricultural 
patents  and  homestead  entries  alphabetically  arranged  by  the  name  of  the 
entryman . 

Related  records  include  the  Record  of  Patents  Delivered  described  in  entry 
166. 


166.  RECORD  BOOKS  OF  MINERAL  PATENTS  DELIVERED.  1869-1908.  2  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  numerically  by  patent  number  in  three  sections  in  volume  1  and  in  two 
sections  in  volume  2.  Volume  1  is  indexed  alphabetically  to  only  one  series 
of  entries. 

Volume  1  has  a  mineral  survey  section  numbered  1-2,562,  but  most  of  the  spaces 
are  blank.  If  an  entry  is  complete  the  information  provided  includes  the 
survey  number,  name  of  the  claim  and  claimant,  mineral  application  number,  and 
the  mineral  entry  number. 

A  second  section  is  arranged  by  what  appears  to  be  patent  numbers,  1-5,370, 
many  of  which  are  also  blank.  If  entries  are  made  the  information  given 
includes  the  name  of  the  patentee;  the  name  of  the  claim;  date  of  patenting;  a 
reference  to  a  GLO  patent  record  book;  and  to  whom,  when,  and  where  the  patent 
was  sent. 

A  third  section  is  arranged  alphabetically  by  the  name  of  the  claim  and,  on 
separate  pages,  numerically  by  the  patent  number.  There  does  not  appear  to  be 
any  relationship  between  these  three  series  beyond  the  fact  that  all  are 
mineral  entries. 

The  mineral  entries  in  volume  2  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  the  name  of  the 
claim  and  thereunder  chronologically  by  the  date  the  patent  was  received  at 
the  land  office.  These  entries  correspond  to  the  second  series  found  in 
volume  1  and  the  information  provided  is  similar.  This  volume  also  contains 
small  sections  detailing  agriculture,  coal,  and  townsite  patents. 

Related  records  include  the  mineral  registers  described  in  entry  158  and  the 
patent  record  book  described  in  entry  165. 

167.  RECORD  OF  MINERAL  SURVEYS.  September  30,  1869-September  11,  1890. 
1  vol.,  1  in. 

Arranged  by  mineral  survey  number,  37-6,437.  Unindexed. 
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These  entries  provide  the  survey  number,  the  names  of  the  claim  and  claimant, 
the  date  of  the  application,  date  of  entry,  and  the  name  of  the  county  where 
the  claim  was  located.  These  numbers  correspond  to  the  mineral  survey  plats 
described  in  entries  253-254. 

Other  related  records  include  the  mineral  registers  described  variously  in 
entries  157,  158,  and  161-166. 

168.  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  ENTRIES.  August  11,  1880-February  16, 
1891.  1  vol.,  1  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-87.  Un indexed. 

This  volume  is  a  typical  timber  culture  register  such  as  described  in  entry 
10.  There  are  frequent  notations  in  the  remarks  section  concerning  cancella- 
tions and  relinquishments  and,  occasionally,  an  excess  cash  payment  or  final 
certificate  number. 

Related  records  include  the  Register  of  Cash  Entries  described  in  entry  154. 

169.  SERIALIZED  LAND  ENTRY  CASE  FILES  THAT  WERE  CANCELLED,  RELINQUISHED,  OR 
REJECTED.  1908-25   Ca.  12  ft. 

Arranged  by  serial  number,  05-03,823,  with  numerous  gaps. 

These  case  files  are  of  the  same  types  as  these  described  in  entry  30. 

Related  records  include  the  various  land  entry  volumes  described  herein  for 
the  Leadville  Land  Office. 


170.  PRESS  COPIES  OF  LETTERS  SENT  BY  THE  RECEIVER  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE.  July 
7,  1878-October  26,  1883.  3  vols.,  5  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  letter  date.  The  first  two  volumes  are  not 
indexed.  Volume  3  is  indexed  by  the  last  name  of  the  addressee. 

These  three  volumes  are  letterpress  copies  of  the  letter  sent  by  William  K. 
Burchimell,  Receiver  of  the  land  office.  They  reflect  the  move  of  the  land 
office  from  Fairplay  to  Leadville  between  July  5  and  11,  1879.  Most  letters 
are  addressed  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  although  there 
are  a  few  other  addressees,  such  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  entrymen 
who  were  being  notified  of  an  adverse  action  initiated  against  them.  The 
letters  include  explanations  of  administrative  concerns  of  the  land  office, 
serve  as  transmittal  covers  for  the  monthly  abstracts  and  assorted  reports  and 
papers  submitted  to  the  GLO,  and  advise  an  entryman  by  whom  the  adverse  action 
against  his  claim  was  entered. 
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171.  CORRESPONDENCE  RELATING  TO  NATIONAL  FORESTS.  January  21,  1907-July  19, 
1923.  6  in. 

About  half  of  these  letters  are  arranged  chronologically  while  the  balance  of 
the  series  is  initially  arranged  by  the  name  of  the  subject  forest  and  there- 
under chronologically. 

This  correspondence  is  similar  in  format  to  that  described  in  entry  49  and 
concerns  the  activities  of  the  6L0  in  relation  to  the  national  forests.  The 
majority  of  the  letters  deal  either  with  the  withdrawal  of  lands  from  the 
public  domain  for  incorporation  into  forests  or  the  opening  of  forest  lands  to 
entrymen.  There  are  numerous  plats  and  lists  of  legal  descriptions  attached 
to  individual  letters. 

Of  related  interest  are  the  "Atlas  Binders"  and  Land  Classification  Reports  of 
the  Forest  Service  also  held  by  the  Archives  Branch,  Denver  FARC. 

172.  "COMMISSIONERS'  LETTERS."  June  26,  1920-August  14,  1925.  2  ft. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  the  letter. 

These  letters  are  similar  to  those  described  in  entry  51.  Particularly  common 
is  correspondence  relating  to  the  administration  of  the  Stock  Raising  Act  of 
1916  (39  Stat.,  Part  I,  p.  862),  the  reservation  of  lands  for  power  companies 
(usually  with  plats  attached),  and  letters  relating  to  rights-of-way  of  rail- 
roads. 


MONTROSE  LAND  OFFICE 

In  1888,  the  land  office  at  Lake  City  was  closed  and  its  records  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  new  office  at  Montrose.  Series  dated  before  1888,  consequently, 
originated  in  Lake  City.  Some  Lake  City  records  are  also  found  in  the 
Leadville  records.  In  1907,  the  land  office  at  Gunnison  was  closed  and  its 
records  also  were  transferred  to  Montrose.  In  1925,  the  Montrose  Land  Office 
was  closed  and  records  were  initially  moved  to  Glenwood  Springs  and  then,  in 
1927,  were  transferred  to  Denver. 

173.  TRACT  BOOKS.  28  vols.  6  ft. 

Arranged  by  township  and  range  numbers.  Unindexed. 

These  volumes  are  similar  to  those  described  in  entry  1. 
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174.  SERIAL  REGISTER  BOOKS.  July  1,  1908-November  30,  1925.  18  vols.  5  ft. 

Arranged  by  serial  number,  01-017,700.  Unindexed. 

These  serial  register  books  were  used  to  record  land  claims  of  all  types 
beginning  on  July  1,  1908,  and  are  similar  to  those  described  in  entry  13. 

175.  REGISTERS  OF  CASH  ENTRIES.  July  18,  1877-June  25,  1908.  2  vols.  4  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-568,  and  1-1,976  for  a  separate  Ute  series 
beginning  in  1886. 

Recorded  are  cash  purchases  of  former  Ute  and  other  public  lands.  The  infor- 
mation provided  generally  includes  the  date  of  sale,  the  certificate  number, 
the  name  and  residence  of  the  purchaser,  a  legal  description,  acreage,  the 
price  per  acre  and  the  total  purchase  price,  any  amount  received  as  payment  in 
military  scrip,  and  references  relating  to  excess  payments.  General  remarks, 
which  are  often  quite  extensive,  discuss  patents  issued  and  excess  payments  in 
homestead  entries.  Occasionally,  a  reference  to  the  GL0  tract  books  now  in 
the  custody  of  the  National  Archives  in  Washington,  D.C.,  is  entered. 

Related  entries  include  the  cash  certificates  register  described  in  entry  176 
and  the  homestead  registers  noted  in  entry  177. 

176.  'REGISTER'S  REGISTER  OF  CASH  CERTIFICATES.  July  18,  1877-January  13, 

1879.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-15.  Unindexed. 

All  the  entries  in  this  volume  were  recorded  by  the  Register  of  the  Lake  City 
Land  Office  and  are  duplicated  in  the  cash  entry  volumes  described  in  entry 
175.  The  information  given  includes  the  date  and  number  of  the  certificate, 
the  name  and  residence  of  the  purchaser,  a  legal  description,  the  acreage,  the 
price  per  acre  and  the  total  amount  of  purchase  money,  any  military  scrip  used 
in  payment,  and  the  date  the  patent  was  received  at  the  land  office. 

Other  related  records  include  those  mentioned  in  entry  178,  the  Registers  of 
Homestead  Final  Certificates. 


177.  REGISTERS  OF  HOMESTEAD  ENTRIES.  July  7,  1877-June  24,  1908.  2  vols., 
6  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-1,122.  There  is  also  a  Ute  series  dated 
1902-08  and  numbered  1-1,824.  Unindexed. 

These  registers  are  similar  to  the  ones  described  in  entry  5. 

Related  records  include  the  cash  and  homestead  entry  registers  described  in 
e/itries  175,  176,  and  178. 
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178.  REGISTERS  OF  HOMESTEAD  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  January  21,  1878-June  25, 
1908.  2  vols.,  4  in. 

Arranged  by  final  certificate  number,  1-397,  and  1-35  in  the  second  volume  for 
a  separate  Ute  series  beginning  in  1903.  tlnindexed. 

These  volumes  are  similar  to  the  register  described  in  entry  20.  Most  entries 
filed  ut   Lake  City  prior  to  1888  were  made  under  the  Soldiers'  Homestead  Act 
of  June  8,  1872  (17  Stat.  333). 

Related  records  include  the  homestead  entry  registers  described  in  entry  177 
and  the  cash  entry  registers  described  in  entries  175  and  176. 

179.  REGISTERS  OF  MINERAL  ENTRIES.  December  28,  1875-June  24,  1908. 
2  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-1,904;  Del  Norte,  1-26;  Ute  Series,  20-37. 
Alphabetically  indexed  by  the  name  of  the  claim.  The  index  for  A  through  L  is 
missing  from  volume  1. 

These  volumes  are  similar  to  those  described  in  entries  7  and  8. 

Related  records  include  the  adverse  claims  volume  discussed  in  entry  180,  the 
patent  volumes  described  in  entries  181  and  186  and  the  mineral  survey  plats 
and  their  indexes  noted  in  entries  25  and  250-254. 

180.  REGISTER  OF  ADVERSE  MINERAL  CLAIMS.  December  22,  1877-November  4, 
1907.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  the  adverse  claim  number,  1-272.  Indexed  alphabetically  by  the 
name  of  the  adverse  claimant's  mineral  entry. 

This  volume  is  a  typical  adverse  register  similar  to  the  one  described  in 
entry  23. 

Related  records  include  the  mineral  entry  registers  described  in  entry  179  and 
the  application  registers  described  in  entry  181. 

181.  REGISTERS  OF  APPLICATIONS  FOR  MINERAL  PATENTS.  August  25,  1877-August 
25,  1908.  3  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  application  number,  1-2,018.  Indexed  alphabetically  by  the  name 
of  the  claim. 

These  volumes  are  similar  to  the  registers  described  in  entry  9. 

Related  records  include  the  registers  discribed  in  entries  179-180. 
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182.  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  ENTRIES.  August  1,  1877-February  17,  1890. 

1  vol.,  1  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-47.  Un indexed. 

This  is  a  typical  timber  culture  register  similar  to  the  one  described  in 
entry  10. 

183.  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  ENTRIES.  November  12,  1891-June  25,  1908. 

2  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  14-41,  and  for  a  separate  Ute  series,  1-1,694. 

The  information  provided  by  these  entries  is  similar  to  that  described  in 
entry  184  and  also  includes  extensive  narrative  remarks  noting  the  date  and 
hour  of  any  relinquishments  and  cancellations,  the  date  and  payment  amounts  of 
the  three  separate  yearly  proofs,  a  final  certificate  number,  notes  on  contest 
actions,  a  final  entry  number  that  corresponds  to  the  records  described  in 
entry  185,  and  notes  on  assignments  of  the  entry  to  other  individuals.  There 
are  also  frequent  notations  giving  a  date  "notified,"  which  may  be  the  date  an 
entryman  was  notified  of  some  adverse  action  against  his  claim. 

184.  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  FINAL  RECEIPTS.  July  2,  1892-June  13,  1906. 
1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-3,  and  1-340  for  a  separate  Ute  series. 

This  volume  was  apparently  maintained  by  the  Receiver  to  record  receipts 
issued  in  desert  land  entries.  The  information  given  includes  the  number  and 
date  of  those  final  certificates,  the  name  and  residence  of  the  entryman,  a 
legal  description  of  his  claim,  the  acreage,  the  price  per  acre,  the  total 
purchase  cost,  the  original  payment  at  $.25  per  acre,  the  final  payment  at 
$1.00  per  acre,  the  number  of  the  original  declaration,  and  a  reference  to  the 
GLO  tract  books  in  the  custody  of  the  National  Archives  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Related  records  are  described  in  entries  183  and  185. 

185.  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  May  17,  1897-August  28, 
1908.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  final  certificate  number,  1-9,  and  1-445  for  a  separate  Ute  series 
that  begins  in  1892,  1-445.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  a  typical  desert  land  final  certificate  register  similar  to  the 
one  described  in  entry  28.  Many  of  the  later  entries  also  have  serial 
register  numbers. 

Related  records  include  the  registers  described  in  entries  183  and  184. 
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136.  REGISTERS  OF  PATENTS  DELIVERED  TO  ENTRYMEN.  1884-1907.  3  vols.,  9  in. 

Arranged  by  type  of  entry  and  thereunder  in  no  apparent  order  although  the 
arrangement  may  be  by  the  date  the  patent  was  received  by  the  land  office  from 
the  GLO.  Incompletely  indexed  by  the  entryman's  name  or,  where  appropriate, 
the  name  of  the  mineral  claim. 

These  volumes  record  the  patents  as  they  were  received  by  the  land  office  from 
the  GLO  and  then  transferred  to  individual  entrymen.  The  entries  include  the 
following  types  of  patents:  regular  and  Ute  mineral,  regular  and  Ute  cash, 
regular  and  Ute  coal,  regular  Leadville  and  Ute  Leadville  coal,  regular  and 
Ute  homestead,  regular  and  Ute  desert  land,  timber  culture,  and  townsite.  The 
information  provided  by  each  entry  usually  includes  a  land  office  entry 
number;  date  and  number  of  the  patent;  to  whom  the  claim  was  patented;  a 
reference  to  the  GLO  record  book  where  the  patent  was  recorded;  and  to  whom, 
where,  and  when  it  was  delivered.  Included  in  these  volumes  are  scattered 
entries  for  Del  Norte,  Lake  City,  and  Leadville. 

Related  records  include  the  mineral  register  described  in  entry  179,  the 
adverse  register  noted  in  entry  180,  and  the  patent  register  discussed  in 
entry  181. 

187.  CORRESPONDENCE  RELATING  TO  NATIONAL  FORESTS.  November  1,  1910-September 
3,  1920.  6  in. 

This  correspondence  is  similar  to  that  described  in  entry  171.  The  forests  in 
question  include  Montezuma,  Gunnison,  Uncompahgre,  La  Sal,  Rio  Grande, 
Cochetopa,  and  Battlement. 

188.  CORRESPONDENCE  RELATING  TO  IRRIGATION  COMPANIES.  June  30,  1913-March  9, 
1926.  6  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  letter. 

This  correspondence  includes  original  letters  and  carbon  and  mimeograph  copies 
of  GLO  reports  to  the  Register  and  Receiver  detailing  findings  of  GLO 
inspectors  and  Geological  Survey  surveyors  on  the  condition  of  the  subject 
terrain,  the  facilities  of  individual  irrigation  companies,  their  progress 
toward  irrigation,  problems  encountered,  and  future  plans.  There  are  very 
detailed  descriptions  of  the  sources  of  water  used  and  the  runoff  capacity  of 
the  irrigation  system.  There  are  comments  on  the  members  of  the  various 
irrigation  companies,  appropriate  land  entry  case  file  numbers,  and  certain 
administrative  remarks.  The  reports  also  contain  sections  detailing  the 
recommendations  and  conclusions  of  the  investigators. 

189.  "COMMISSIONERS'  LETTERS".  December  2,  1922-November  30,  1925.  11  ft. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  the  date  the  letter  was  received  by  the  land 
office,  with  some  minor  deviations.  Unindexed. 
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This  correspondence  includes  original  letters,  copies,  and  form  letters  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  or  an  assistant  commissioner. 
Copies  of  letters  sent  by  the  Register  and  Receiver  to  the  General  Land  Office 
or  to  third  parties  are  attached  to  the  originals  to  which  they  directly 
relate.  The  letters  generally  concern  administrative  matters  on  land  entries, 
especially  questions  of  proofs,  conflicts,  and  appeals.  Also  commonly 
recorded  are  questions  of  entrymen's  leaves  of  absence,  naturalizations,  and 
filing  of  assorted  papers,  requests  to  reduce  required  areas  of  cultivation; 
and  comments  about  the  proper  procedures  to  be  taken  in  various  matters. 


PUEBLO  LAND  OFFICE 

The  Pueblo  Land  Office  was  established  in  1871,  the  fifth  in  the  Territory  but 
the  first  whose  primary  early  justification  was  agricultural,  not  mineral, 
entries.  The  recording,  platting,  and  confirming  of  the  numerous  entries  of 
settlers'  claims  derived  from  Spanish  and  Mexican  grants  was  of  particular 
importance  in  the  early  years  of  the  land  office.  Especially  relevant  records 
include  the  files  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Colorado. 

The  land  office  at  Hugo  was  closed  in  1922,  and  its  records  were  incorporated 
with  those  at  Pueblo.  In  1925,  the  land  offices  at  Del  Norte,  Durango,  and 
Lamar  were  closed,  and  their  records  also  were  transferred  to  Pueblo.  By 
1927,  Pueblo  and  Denver  were  the  only  land  offices  left  in  Colorado,  all  the 
others  having  been  absorbed  by  these  two.  The  Pueblo  Land  Office  remained 
open  until  1949,  when  it  was  merged  with  the  Denver  office  to  form  the 
Colorado  State  Office  in  Denver. 

190.  TRACT  BOOKS.  29  vols.,  6  ft. 
Arranged  by  township  and  range.  Unindexed. 

These  volumes  are  similar  to  those  described  in  entry  1. 

t 

191.  SERIAL  REGISTER  BOOKS.  July  6,  1908-June  13,  1949.  60  vols.,  8  ft. 

Arranged  by  serial  entry  number,  01-160,907.  Unindexed. 

These  volumes  are  typical  serial  register  books  similar  to  those  described  in 
entry  13.  For  1922  and  1925,  there  are  large  groups  of  entry  numbers  that 
reflect  the  incorporation  of  records  from  other  land  offices  that  were  being 
closed. 

192.  ABSTRACTS  OF  DECLARATORY  STATEMENTS,  January  16,  1871 -August  30,  1887. 
1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  type  of  entry  and  thereunder  by  statement  number.  Unindexed. 
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This  volume  contains  three  separate  series  of  declaratory  statements:  coal 
lands,  1-569,  January  21,  1875-January  28,  1888;  Offered  Lands,  1-596,  January 
16,  1871  -  August  28,  1888;  and  Soldiers,  1-350,  July  29,  1872  -  May  11, 
1908.  Included  in  each  series  are  the  number  of  the  statement,  the  actual 
date  of  settlement,  the  date  of  actual  filing  of  the  entry,  the  name  of  the 
entryman,  the  legal  description,  and  general  remarks. 

193.  ABSTRACTS  OF  PREEMPTION  DECLARATORY  STATEMENTS.  January  16,  1871 -April 
18,  1895.  2  vols.,  4  in. 

Arranged  by  statement  number,  1-16,390.  Also  included  in  volume  1  are  numbers 
965-1,192  dated  November  21,  1878-May  25,  1880,  for  the  Del  Norte  Land 
Office.  Unindexed. 

Each  entry  generally  provides  the  number  and  date  of  the  declaratory  state- 
ment, the  date  of  actual  settlement,  the  name  of   2  entryman,  a  legal  des- 
cription, and  occasional  remarks  usually  concerning  cancellation  or  relin- 
quishment and  the  entryman' s  postal  address.  It  is  characteristic  in  the 
earlier  years  of  the  series  for  a  single  entryman  to  have  filed  multiple 
entries. 

Although  the  legislative  authority  for  these  entries  is  not  stated,  they  were 
probably  made  under  the  Preemption  Act  of  1841  (5  Stat.  453) 

194.  REGISTER'S  REGISTERS  OF  CASh  ENTRIES.  January  16,  1871-June  27,  1908. 
4  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-10,032.  Unindexed.  Volume  1  also  contains 
entries  for  coal  lands,  1-49,  August  29,  1878  -  November  30,  1887;  one  town- 
site  filing  for  West  Las  Animas  dated  December  9,  1885;  and  a  Fort  Reynolds 
series,  1-1,212,  May  3,  1881-December  22,  1886. 

These  volumes  were  maintained  by  the  Register  to  record  cash  purchases  of 
land,  particularly  commuted  homestead  and  excess  payments.  The  information 
provided  by  each  entry  usually  includes  a  reference  to  the  legislative  author- 
ity under  which  the  entry  was  made;  the  number  and  date  of  the  entry;  name  and 
residence  of  the  purchaser;  a  legal  description;  acreage;  rate  per  acre  and 
total  purchase  price;  any  military  scrip  received  as  payment;  and  notations  on 
patenting,  on  the  use  of  certificates  of  deposit  for  payment,  and  on  cancella- 
tions. A  number  of  entries  were  allowed  subject  to  a  railroad  right-of-way. 

Related  records  include  the  Receiver's  register  described  in  entry  195  and  the 
various  land  entry  registers  described  in  entries  198-199  and  201-210. 

195.  RECEIVER'S  REGISTERS  OF  CASH  ENTRIES.  January  16,  1871-April  13, 
1906.  3  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-9,335.  Unindexed. 
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Volume  1  also  has  sixteen  coal  entries  filed  under  the  Act  of  March  3,  1873 
(17  Stat.  607)  and  Fort  Reynolds  entries  1-113  authorized  by  the  Public  Sale 
Act  of  June  19,  1874.  Volume  2  has  an  entry  dated  December  9,  1885,  filed  by 
Jacob  Weil  for  the  townsite  of  West  Las  Animas. 

These  volumes  were  maintained  by  the  Receiver  to  record  the  funds  received  in 
cash  purchases.  They  relate  to  the  filings  described  in  entry  194.  The 
information  includes  the  number  and  date  of  the  cash  entry  receipt,  the  name 
and  residence  of  the  entryman,  the  legal  description  of  the  tract  purchased, 
the  acreage,  the  price  per  acre,  and  the  total  purchase  price.  There  are 
numerous  remarks  on  the  origin  of  the  cash  purchase  which  include  the  commuta- 
tion of  a  homestead  entry  or  an  excess  payment,  private  entry,  or  preemp- 
tion. There  are  also  notations  on  any  amendments  of  an  entry  by  the  Commis- 
sioner. 

Other  related  records  include  the  land  entry  registers  described  in  entries 
198-199  and  201-210. 

196.  REGISTERS  OF  MILITARY  BOUNTY  LAND  WARRANTS  AND  SCRIP.  1871-1900. 
4  vols.,  1  ft. 

Arranged  by  the  legislative  authority  for  an  entry  and  thereunder  by  entry 
number.  Unindexed. 

Volume  1  contains  entries  1-109  made  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1855  (10  Stat. 
701),  and  dated  January  16,  1871-February  16,  1900;  volume  2,  entries  1-22  are 
under  the  act  of  September  28,  1850  (9  Stat.  520),  July  17,  1872  -  November 
16,  1900;  volume  3,  Surveyor  General  Scrip  entries  1  and  2  made  under  the  act 
of  June  2,  1858  (11  Stat.  294)  dated  September  22,  1888;  and  volume  4  contains 
nine  entries  made  under  the  act  of  February  11,  1847  (9  Stat.  125),  January 
24,  1871-June  15,  1895. 

The  information  provided  by  the  entries  generally  includes  the  entry  number 
and  date,  the  acreage  the  warrant  was  valid  for,  in  whose  favor  the  warrant 
was  issued,  a  legal  description,  the  acreage  of  the  tract  selected,  the  date 
of  entry  and  by  whom  it  was  located,  the  warrant  number,  and  general  remarks. 

Excess  payments  are  noted  if  a  tract  larger  than  the  face  value  of  the  warrant 
was  selected.  Many  of  the  homestead  entrymen  in  the  .Pueblo  area  apparently 
obtained  military  warrants  and  used  them  like  cash  to  commute  their  entries. 
There  are  also  a  large  number  of  entries  referring  to  the  Preemption  Act  of 
1841  (5  Stat.  453). 

197.  REGISTER  OF  LAND  ENTRIES  MADE  WITH  SCRIP.  May  6,  1875-February  1860. 
1  vol.,  1  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-205.  Unindexed. 
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This  volume  is  similar  to  the  military  bounty  warrants  register  described  in 
entry  196  and  provides  the  same  information  for  the  special  scrip  acts  of  June 
22,  1860  (12  Stat.  85);  March  2,  1867  (14  Stat.  544);  and  June  10,  1872  (17 
Stat.  378). 

198.  REGISTER  OF  HOMESTEAD  ENTRIES.  January  16,  1871-June  26,  1908. 
6  vols.,  1  ft. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-19,276.  Volumes  1,  4,  and  5  are  not  indexed,  but 
the  rest  are  indexed  alphabetically  by  the  name  of  the  entryman. 

These  volumes  are  similar  to  the  registers  described  in  entry  5. 

Volume  1  contains  a  second  register  of  final  homestead  certificates  1-174  with 
information  similar  to  the  initial  homestead  entries  with  the  addition  of  the 
original  application  number  and  the  evaluated  price  per  acre  ($1.25).  These 
entries  correspond  to  the  final  certificates  described  in  entry  199. 

199.  REGISTERS  OF  HOMESTEAD  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  January  30,  1871-June  26, 
1908.  3  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  final  certificate  number,  1-6,381.  Volumes  1  and  2  are  not 
indexed;  volume  3  is  indexed  by  the  name  of  the  entryman. 

Volume  2  has  two  entries  dated  December  9  and  19,  1898,  filed  under  the 
California  Act  of  June  4,  1897  (30  Stat.  34). 

These  registers  are  similar  to  the  ones  described  in  entry  20. 

Other  related  records  are  noted  in  entry  198. 

200.  ABSTRACT  OF  AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE  SCRIP  LOCATIONS.  January  16,  1871- 
August  15,  1877.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-679.  Un indexed. 

This  volume  is  similar  to  the  one  described  in  entry  38. 

After  the  Civil  War,  the  Morrill  Act  was  extended  to  the  Southern  states  as 
they  were  reconstructed  and  many  of  the  entries  in  this  volume,  are  for  the  use 
of  such  scrip  authorized  in  the  name  of  reconstructed  Confederate  states.  The 
rest  of  the  entries  are  for  Midwestern  states'  scrip. 

201.  REGISTERS  OF  MINERAL  ENTRIES.  February  14,  1876-June  24,  1908. 
3  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-3,492.  Indexed  by  name  of  the  claim. 
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These  registers  are  similar  to  those  described  in  entries  7  and  8.  Many  of 
the  entries  relate  to  the  gold  rush  to  Cripple  Creek. 

Related  records  include  the  patent  applications  described  in  entry  203  and  the 
mineral  survey  plats  and  their  indexes  discussed  in  entries  25  and  250-253. 

202.  REGISTERS  OF  ADVERSE  MINERAL  CLAIMS.  October  1,  1879-December  17 

1907.  2  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  adverse  claim  number,  1-2,165.  Alphabetically  indexed  by  the 
names  of  both  mineral  claims  involved. 

This  is  a  typical  adverse  register  similar  to  the  one  described  in  entry  23. 

203.  REGISTERS  OF  APPLICATIONS  FOR  MINERAL  PATENTS.  October  22,  1875-June  8 

1908.  4  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  mineral  application  number,  1-3,810.  Indexed  by  the  name  of  the 
claim. 

This  volume  is  similar  to  the  registers  described  in  entry  9.  Many  of  the 
entries  relate  to  the  gold  rush  to  Cripple  Creek. 

Related  records  include  the  mineral  entry  registers  described  in  entry  201. 

204.  REGISTERS  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  ENTRIES.  September  6,  1873-July  1,  1893. 
2  vols.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-4,979.  Unindexed. 

These  registers  are  similar  to  the  ones  described  in  entry  10. 

Related  records  include  the  register  described  in  entry  205. 

205.  REGISTERS  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  September  5,  1884- 
August  11,  1904.  2  vols.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  the  final  certificate  number,  1-361.  Unindexed. 

These  volumes  are  similar  to  the  register  described  in  entry  88. 

Related  records  include  the  cash  registers  described  in  entries  194  and  195, 
and  the  registers  described  in  entry  204. 

206.  ABSTRACTS  OF  COAL  DECLARATORY  STATEMENTS.  December  8,  1874-May  14, 
1908.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

■ft    Arranged  by  statement  number,  1-4,204.  Unindexed. 
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This  book,  maintained  by  the  Register,  was  used  to  record  the  numerous  coal 
entries  in  the  Pueblo  district.  Each  entry  generally  includes  the  number  of 
the  statement,  the  date  of  actual  settlement,  the  date  of  actually  recording 
the  entry,  the  entryman's  name  and  address,  a  legal  description,  and  frequent 
notes  on  entry  cancellations.  The  coal  final  certificate  numbers  are  also 
frequently  given  and  these  correspond  to  the  ones  found  in  the  records  des- 
cribed in  entry  207. 

207.  REGISTER  OF  COAL  LAND  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  August  29,  1878-June  25, 
19Q8,  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-371.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  was  used  to  record  final  certificates  issued  for  coal  land 
entries.  Included  are  the  number  and  date  of  the  certificate,  the  name  and 
residence  of  the  purchaser,  a  legal  description,  the  acreage  and  the  cost  per 
acre,  and  the  total  purchase  price,  and  the  date  the  patent  was  received  at 
the  land  office. 

Related  records  include  the  coal  declaratory  statements  described  in  entry 
206. 

208.  ABSTRACT  OF  DESERT  LAND  ENTRIES.  June  2,  1891 -June  25,  1908.  1  vol., 
2  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-1,709.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  is  similar  to  the  abstract  described  in  entry  27. 

Related  records  are  described  in  entries  209  and  210. 

209.  RECEIVER'S  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  FINAL  RECEIPTS.  January  18,  1892- 
April  13,  1906.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-149.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  Receiver  to  record  cash  receipts  in  desert 
land:  entries.  Included  are  the  number  and  date  of  the  final  receipt,  the  name 
and  residence  of  the  applicant,  the  legal  description,  the  acreage,  the  ini- 
tial payment  at  $.25  per  acre,  the  final  payment  at  $1.00  per  acre,  and  the 
number  of  the  original  application  (mentioned  in  entry  208). 

Other  related  records  are  described  in  entry  210. 

210.  REGISTER  OF  DESERT  LAND  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  January  18,  1892-June  18, 
1908.  1  vol.,  1  in. 

Arranged  by  certificate  number,  1-267.  Unindexed. 
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This  volume  is  similar  to  the  abstract  described  in  entry  28. 
Related  records  are  described  in  entries  208  and  209. 

211.  RECORD  OF  MISCELLANEOUS  TIMBER  AND  STONE  APPLICATIONS.  January  5,  1901- 
January  15,  1904.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  the  date  of  filing,  although  some  later  entries, 
for  no  apparent  purpose,  were  made  below  earlier  ones  on  certain  pages  rather 
than  being  recorded  on  the  appropriate  consecutive  page.  Thus,  entries  for 
several  different  years  may  be  on  the  same  page.  Alphabetically  indexed  by 
the  last  name  of  the  entryman. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  Register  to  record  entries  made  under  the 
Timber  and  Stone  Act  of  April  30,  1878  (20  Stat.  46).  Included  are  the  date 
of  entry,  the  name  and  address  of  the  applicant,  a  legal  description,  the  date 
proof  was  made,  witnesses  to  the  final  proof,  the  date  the  papers  were  "sent 
up"  (presumably  to  the  GLO) ,  and  general  remarks  that  uaually  concern 
cancellations  and  cash  entries. 

212.  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  AND  STONE  STATEMENTS.  September  8,  1903-June  17, 
1908.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-329.  Unindexed. 

This  volume,  like  the  one  described  in  entry  211,  was  maintained  by  the  land 
office  to  record  entries  made  under  the  act  of  April  30,  1878,  although  the 
two  volumes  are  not  directly  related.  The  information  provided  includes  the 
number  and  date  of  the  entry;  the  name  and  address  of  the  applicant;  a  legal 
description;  and  notations  on  the  disposition  of  the  claim,  such  as  the  date 
and  number  of  cash  conversion  (which  are  described  in  entry  194),  cancella- 
tions, rejection,  and  final  certificates.  Beginning  with  statement  number  40, 
the  date  set  for  the  final  proof,  before  whom  (clerk,  District  Court,  a  county 
court,  etc.),  and  the  name  of  the  newspaper  in  which  the  proof  was  published  - 
are  also  provided. 

213.  ABSTRACTS  OF  RESERVOIR  DECLARATORY  STATEMENTS.  July  31,  1899-May  22 
1907.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  by  declaratory  statement  number,  1-48.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  was  used  to  record  entries  under  the  Reservoir  Site  Act  of  January 
12,  1897  (29  Stat.  484).  The  information  provided  includes  the  number  and 
date  of  the  statement  filed,  the  name  of  the  entryman,  a  legal  description, 
and  remarks  generally  confined  to  notes  on  cancellations.  All  entries  were 
eventually  cancelled. 
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214.  DOCKET  OF  FOREST  LIEU  SELECTIONS.  June  21,  1901-August  10,  1907. 
1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  selection.  Indexed  by  the  name  of  the 
lieu  selector. 

Lieu  selections  usually  occured  when  the  government  withdrew  claimed  or 
settled  land  from  the  public  domain  for  some  reason  and  the  affected  entrymen 
were  permitted  to  select  compensating  land  elsewhere.  This  register  was 
maintained  by  the  land  office  to  record  those  lieu  selections  resulting  from 
the  creation  of  national  forests.  The  information  given  includes  the  name  and 
address  of  the  entryman,  the  lieu  selection  numbers  (which  are  not  consecu-. 
tive),  the  legal  description  of  the  land  selected,  and  notes  on  the  progress 
of  the  selection.  Most  entries  relate  to  either  the  Santa  Fe  Pacific  Railroad 
or  the  W.  E.  Moses  Land  Scrip  and  Realty  Company. 

Related  records  include  the  dockets  described  in  entries  217  and  218. 


215.  REGISTER  OF  PUBLIC  TIMBER  SALES.  February  18,  1902-January  27,  1905. 
1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  the  date  of  entry.  Alphabetically  indexed  by 
subject. 

This  volume  records  activities  in  the  sale  of  public  timber  in  a  manner 
similar  to  the  dockets  described  in  entry  218.  A  large  number  of  these 
"sales"  were  actually  reimbursement  actions  to  the  government  from  individuals 
and  firms  convicted  of  timber  trespass  upon  the  public  domain. 

216.  CONTEST  DOCKETS  ("INDIVIDUAL").  March  11,  1880-May  20,  1912.  14  vols., 
3  ft. 

Arranged  by  contest  number,  1-4,840.  Indexed  by  the  names  of  both 
contestants. 

These  volumes  were  maintained  by  the  Register  to  record  activity  in  contro- 
versies between  entrymen  for  clear  title  to  a  piece  of  land  upon  which  both 
had  a  claim.  Included  are  the  contest  number;  the  names  of  involved  parties 
and,  occasionally,  their  addresses;  the  land  entry  number  and  date  for  the 
contestee's  entry;  and  extensive  narrative  remarks  indicating  the  progress  of 
the  case  from  first  filing  to  closure  and  including  opinions  of  the  land 
office  personnel.  Frequently,  names  of  attorneys  and  statements  of  costs  are 
also  given. 

217.  CONTEST  DOCKETS  ("CURRENT").  1883-1917.  10  vols.,  2  ft. 

There  is  no  discernable  arrangement  but  it  is  probably  chronological  by  the 
date  action  was  initiated.  Indexed  by  the  entryman' s  last  name. 
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The  first  and  third  volumes  of  this  series  have  entries  providing  the  entry- 
man's  name,  the  type  and  number  of  his  entry,  a  brief  abstract  of  the  activity 
being  recorded,  entry  date,  and  remarks  generally  pertaining  to  the  resolution 
of  the  case  or  comments  on  the  information  abstracted.  Frequently,  there  is  a 
reference  to  a  Commissioner's  letter.  The  other  volumes  are  similar  in  format 
to  those  described  in  entry  216. 

These  volumes  were  also  used  as  registers  of  land  office  business  letters 
which  are  entered  by  subject  category.  There  are  also  special  lists  of 
cancellations,  and  volume  2  contains  a  consolidated  list  of  cancelled  coal 
entries. 

A  number  of  these  entries  are  cross-referenced  to  those  described  in  entry 
218.  Also  of  related  interest  is  the  forest  lieu  selection  docket  described 
in  entry  214. 

218.  CONTEST  DOCKETS  (U.S.  vs  ENTRYMAN).  May  6,  1898-December  24,  1924. 
5  vols.,  1  ft. 

Arranged  in  three  unrelated  series  of  contest  numbers:  1-242,  585-1,112,  and 
1-882.  Indexed  by  the  names  of  both  contestants. 

These  volumes  are  similar  to  the  dockets  described  in  entry  217  except  that 
the  entries  are  confined  to  those  initiated  by  a  Commissioner's  letter  of 
adverse  proceedings  against  a  specific  entryman. 

Related  records  include  the  dockets  described  in  entry  214  and  217. 

219.  RECEIVER'S  CURRENT  ACCOUNTS  REGISTERS.  December  31,  1892 -June  30, 
1908.  2  vols.,  4  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  the  date  of  purchase  or  of  the  activity  being 
recorded.  Un indexed. 

These  volumes  were  originated  by  the  Receiver  to  record  receipts  of  money 
associated  with  land  entries.  Information  listed  includes  type  of  land  claim, 
acres  involved,  the  amount  received,  the  date  of  purchase,  a  receipt  number, 
and  a  legal  description.  Also  included  are  frequent  "recapitulation"  tallies 
and  sections  totaling  the  Receiver's  deposits  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Pueblo.  Receipts  from  fees  and  commissions  are  given  in  addition  to  tallies 
of  receipts  from  all  sources  and  this  is  balanced  with  the  record  of  bank 
deposits. 

220.  REGISTERS  OF  THE  RECEIVER'S  QUARTERLY  ACCOUNTS.  April  19,  1898-June 
30,  1908.  4  vols.  3  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  entry.  Unindexed. 
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These  volumes  served  as  quarterly  account  books  of  the  Receiver,  showing  the 
source  of  moneys  received,  such  as  those  paid  by  specific  entrymen  or  result- 
ing from  a  specific  type  of  entry.  The  number  of  the  subject  land  claim  is 
usually  given.  The  date  of  receipt,  the  amount,  and  totals  are  also  found. 

221.  RECEIVER'S  QUARTERLY  CURRENT  ACCOUNTS  REGISTER.  December  31,  1901 -March 
31,  1907.  1  vol.,  1  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  entry.  Unindexed. 

Like  those  described  in  entry  220,  this  volume  is  a  register  of  the  Receiver's 
quarterly  accounts  and  provides  fiscal  information  on  standardized  printed 
forms  that  show  the  receipts  accounted  for  and  the  balance  due  the  government 
for  a  quarter.  Some  of  the  money  was  received  as  a  result  of  public  timber  or 
land  sales  while  some  was  the  result  of  unspecified  land  entry  costs. 

222.  REGISTER  OF  FEES  RECEIVED  FOR  TRANSCRIBING  ORAL  TESTIMONY  IN  CONTEST 
CASES.  October  6,  1905-June  30,  1908.  1  vol.,  1  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  entry.  Unindexed. 

Like  that  noted  in  entry  221,  this  volume  is  a  fiscal  record  maintained  by  the 
Receiver.  The  types  of  information  recorded  are  payments  to  the  land  office 
clerk  for  reducing  oral  testimony  to  written  form  (paid  by  the  word),  the 
date,  the  rate  per  one- hundred  words,  the  name  of  the  contest,  the  total 
number  of  words  transcribed,  the  total  due  the  clerk  per  case,  and  tallies  of 
amounts  due. 


223.  RECEIVER'S  FEE  STATEMENTS.  January  1885-May  1908.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  month.  Unindexed. 

This  register  was  maintained  by  the  Receiver  to  record  monthly  abstracts  of 
fees  relating  to  various  land  entry  activity.  The  information  is  entered  on 
printed  forms  in  sections  for  each  type  of  entry  and  provides  the  inclusive 
range  of  numbers  for  the  entries,  fees  and  commissions  rendered,  or  notations 
of  "no  business."  In  the  margin  of  each  page  are  notations  of  the  amount  of 
testimony  fees. 

The  types  of  entries  for  which  these  abstracts  exist  include  preemption  dec- 
larations, mining  applications,  townsite,  coal  land  declarations,  homestead 
entries,  final  homestead  proofs,  timber  culture,  final  timber  culture  proofs, 
lands  located  by  military  bounty  land  warrants,  agricultural  college  scrip, 
and  private  land  claim  scrip. 

224.  MONTHLY  STATEMENTS  OF  FEES  EARNED,  RECEIVED,  DISBURSED,  OR  RETURNED. 
February  1901-June  1908.  2  vols.,  3  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  month.  Unindexed. 

i 

\  74 


This  register  was  maintained  by  the  Receiver  as  a  record  of  fees  that  he 
handled.  The  information  given  includes  the  date  of  receipt,  the  character  of 
the  entry  (cancellation,  suspension,  homestead  proofs,  contests,  etc  )  the 
name  and  residence  of  the  entryman  concerned,  a  legal  description,  the'money 
rece  ved  as  fees  or  commissions,  the  amount  received  as  purchase  money, 
totals,  the  date  fees  were  returned  (generally  within  two  years  after  the 
entry),  the  amount  reported  on  the  quarterly  contest  accounts,  other  costs 
paid  to  a  publisher,  general  remarks,  and  assorted  fiscal  tallies. 

225.  REGISTERS  OF  FEES  RECEIVED  FOR  TRANSCRIBING  ORAL  TESTIMONY.  November  4, 
1902-June  26,  1908.  3  vols.,  5  in.  ' 

Arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  entry.  Unindexed. 

These  agisters  were  maintained  by  the  land  office,  probably  by  the  Receiver 
to  record  the  reducing  of  oral  testimony  to  written  form  and  the  transcribing 
uJJlnl dSS?ofts'T?nd.°5her  formation   in  all  land  cases  except  contests 
[see   entry  ZZZ).  The  information  generally  provided  includes  the  date,  the 
rrlLS  ♦??  enJr^an»  the  number  and  type  of  entry,  the  number  of  words  trans- 

Zltntul      a    e  le-\0tlt  hu,ndr,ed   words'  aPP^priate  fees,  and  the  legislative 
authority  under  which  the  land  entry  was  made  (most  commonly  the  Desert  Land 
Act  and  the  Timber  and  Stone  Act. 

226.  REGISTERS  OF  ENTRYMEN.  April  1,  1885 -September  17,  1908.  5  vols., 

Arranged  chronologically  by  month  of  the  land  entry  and  thereunder  by  type  of 
entry  and  thereunder  numerically  by  entry  number.  Only  volume  5  is  indexed 
the  last  name  of  the  entryman. 

These  five  volumes  are  registers  of  entrymen  and  the  numbers  of  their  declara- 
tory statements  or  initial  entries  upon  the  public  domain.  Categories  of 
filings  include  coal,  soldiers,  declaratory  statement  homestead  and  final 
homestead,  cash.  Fort  Reynolds,  mineral,  adverse,  timber  culture,  and  townsite 
entries.  Additional  information  given  includes  various  administrative  costs 
associated  with  the  filing  such  as  U.S.  fees,  Register  and  Receiver  commis- 
sions, testimony  costs,  and  total  fees.  At  the  top  of  each  page  for  each 
section  of  information  are  tallies  indicating  the  total  entries  to  that  point. 

Volume  5  provides  the  same  basic  information  plus  dates  set  for  proofs  the 
newspapers  used  for  publishing  notices,  notes  on  who  paid  for  printinq!  the 
date  of  actual  proof,  and  final  certificate  numbers. 

227.  "SCHEDULE  OF  APPLICATIONS  AND  PROOFS."  December  17,  1882-March  6, 
1905.  2  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  generally  numerically  by  entry  number.  Volume  1:  145-12  251- 
volume  2:  1-12,817.  Unindexed. 
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These  volumes  appear  to  be  day  registers  recording  the  filing  of  assorted 
documents  in  the  wide  variety  of  entries  handled  by  the  land  office.  Vir- 
tually every  form  of  land  use  entry  is  represented.  Many  of  the  entries  give 
a  legal  description  in  addition  to  the  number  and  type  of  filing,  the  name  of 
the  entryman  or  mineral  claim,  and  the  name  of  the  entry  filed  against  in 
counterfi lings. 

Volume  1  also  contains  approximately  840  unidentified  entries  dated  1890-91, 
which  may  be  fee  accountings  in  contest  cases. 

228.  DOCKET  OF  SUSPENDED  LAND  ENTRIES.  1902-05.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-86,  with  a  few  additional  unnumbered  entries. 
Indexed  alphabetically  by  the  entryman 's  last  name. 

The  information  provided  by  this  volume,  maintained  by  the  Register,  includes 
the  name  and  address  of  the  entryman,  date  of  suspension,  and  narrative 
remarks  concerning  the  action,  and  remarks  on  the  process  of  resolving  the 
case.  These  suspensions  were  usually  for  administrative  adjustments  with  the 
claim  eventually  being  proved  up. 

229.  MONTHLY  ABSTRACTS  OF  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  July  16,  1917-August  26, 
1922.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  what  is  presumably  the  date  of  the  certificate. 
Indexed  by  the  entryman 's  last  name. 

This  register  contains  monthly  tallies  of  acreage  affected  by  the  issuance  of 
final  certificates.  These  totals  are  broken  down  by  the  counties  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Pueblo  Land  Office,  which  included  Saguache,  Rio  Grande, 
Conejos,  Alamosa,  Costilla,  Huerfano,  Mineral,  Hinsdale,  and  Howard 
counties.  Included  are  the  serial  register  number,  type  of  entry,  a  date,  the 
name  of  the  entryman,  a  legal  description,  and  the  county  name. 

230.  REGISTER  OF  PATENTS.  1904-13.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

The  first  few  pages  of  entries  were  made  in  what  is  probably  chronological 
order  by  the  date  the  patent  was  received  by  the  land  office.  There  is  an 
index  to  these  entries.  All  subsequent  entries  were  arranged  alphabetically 
by  the  first  letter  of  the  entryman 's  last  name  or,  in  mineral  entries,  by  the 
lode  name.  These  are  not  indexed. 

This  book  records  information  about  patents  issued  by  the  GL0  to  individual 
entrymen  in  cash,  coal,  desert  land,  homestead,  and  timber  culture  filings. 
The  information  given  includes  the  number  and  type  of  entry;  to  whom  it  was 
patented;  the  date  of  the  patent;  the  GL0  patent  book  in  which  a  copy  is 
recorded;  and  to  whom,  where,  and  when  it  was  sent. 
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231.  MISCELLANEOUS  DOCKET.  October  1891.  1  vol.,  1  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number  in  two  series,  1-84  for  "Official"  and  1-7  for 
"Individual."  Indexed  by  the  subject  of  the  entry. 

This  volume  served  as  an  abstract  of  correspondence  similar  to  that  described 
in  entry  232.  Also  contained  in  this  register  are  six  entries  dated  1888-90 
and  called  "repayments,"  which  give  a  certificate  number,  the  name  of  the 
involved  party,  a  legal  description,  the  date  of  the  original  entry,  and  the 
date  the  information  was  sent  to  the  GLO. 

232.  REGISTERS  OF  COMMISSIONERS'  LETTERS  RECEIVED  BY  THE  LAND  OFFICE.  1902- 
1908.  3  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  by  entry  number,  1-2,428  for  the  first  volume  and  1-5,096  (with  gaps) 
in  volumes  2  and  3.  Indexed  alphabetically  by  the  subject  of  the  letter. 

These  three  volumes  are  registers  of  correspondence  received  by  the  land 
office.  Entries  usually  have  a  serial  number,  the  letter  designation  of  the 
GLO  division  that  originated  the  letter,  the  date  of  the  letter,  the  subject, 
a  brief  abstract  of  the  contents,  the  date  the  letter  was  received  at  the  land 
office,  the  date  notice  of  the  contents  was  given  to  the  affected  entryman, 
the  days  given  (apparently  for  a  response  from  the  entryman),  the  date  the 
time  limit  for  action  expired,  action  taken,  a  reference  to  an  unidentified 
GLO  volume,  and  general  remarks. 

The  subjects  of  these  letters  include  cancellations,  requests  for  corrections, 
orders  for  hearings  on  various  claims,  rejection  of  applications,  amendments, 
requests  for  proofs  of  naturalization  of  entryman  or  for  proof  of  other 
requirements,  suspensions,  requests  for  information  on  payments  and  handling 
of  moneys,  and  notes  on  many  other  administrative  matters.  These  volumes 
concern  virtually  Qwery   type  of  activity  conducted  by  the  land  office. 

233.  "COMMISSIONERS'  LETTERS."  January  1930-December  1948.  19  ft. 

Arranged  by  the  State  Office's  serial  number,  029,901-059,796,  with  gaps. 
Un indexed. 

This  correspondence  consists  of  original  letters  and  printed  forms  originated 
by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  an  assistant  commissioner,  or 
by  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (beginning  in  1948).  Asso- 
ciated with  the  appropriate  originals  are  carbon  copies  of  answers  sent  by  the 
Register.  In  content,  these  letters  resemble  those  described  in  entry  51. 

234.  MISCELLANEOUS  CORRESPONDENCE.     1872-1890.     2   in. 

Arranged  by  the  general  subject  of  the  letter  and  thereunder  chronologically. 
Un indexed. 
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This  correspondence  consists  of  letters  from  the  Commissioner  or  an  assistant 
commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the 
Pueblo*  Land  Office.  The  letters  are  arranged  into  three  general  categories: 
those  concerning  timber  trepasses,  those  relating  to  the  opening  of  the  Hugo 
Land  Office  and  the  transfer  of  Pueblo  records  (1890),  and  material  on  deriva- 
tive land  claims  arising  from  the  old  Mexican  grants  to  Alfred  Bent. 

The  records  relating  to  timber  trespasses  are  dated  1872-88  and  consist  of  GLO 
Tetters  detailing  complaints  received  about  such  depradations,  instructions  on 
handling  the  complaints,  and  notes  on  the  assessment  of  fines.  The  small 
amount  of  material  relating  to  the  opening  and  staffing  of  the  new  land  office 
at  Hugo  consists  mainly  of  lists  of  entries  now  falling  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  that  office  and  notes  on  the  methods  for  physically  transferring  the 
records.  The  largest  quantity  of  correspondence,  dated  1870-90,  is  related  to 
land  claims  fn>  the  vicininty  of  the  Vigil-St.  Vrain  Grant.  There  are  exten- 
sive opinions  of  the  Commissioner  on  the  merits  of  the  various  claims  and 
discussions  of  land  grants  problems  similar  to  those  noted  in  entry  242. 

This  series  also  includes  a  few  letters  relating  to  the  disposal  of  land 
encompassed  within  the  decommissioned  Pike's  Peak  Military  Reservation,  dated 

1889-90. 


STERLING  LAND  OFFICE 

The  land  office  at  Sterling  was  opened  in  1890  and  closed  in  1925  when  its 
records  were  incorporated  with  those  of  the  Denver  office.  Although  most  of 
the  records  normally  created  by  a  land  office  have  not  been  located  for 
Sterling,  there  are  numerous  references  to  Sterling  in  the  Denver  volumes, 
especially  the  tract  books. 

235.  SERIAL  REGISTER  BOOKS.  July  1,  1908-April  16,  1925.  29  vols.,  10  ft. 
Arranged  by  serial  entry  number,  01-028,963.  Unindexed. 

These  volumes  are  typical  serial  register  books  similar  to  those  described  in 
entry  13.  When  the  land  office  was  closed  in  1925  and  its  records  transferred 
to  Denver,  the  land  cases  still  open  at  that  time  were  also  transferred, 
renumbered,  and  incorporated  into  the  Denver  series  in  approximately  the 
029,000  serial  range.  i 

236.  REGISTERS  OF  PATENTS  DELIVERED.  Undated.  2  vols.,  6  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  date  the  patent  was  sent  to  the  entryman.  Indexed 
by  the  name  of  the  entryman. 
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These  registers  are  typical  patent  books  that  include  the  number  of  the 
original  entry;  to  whom  it  was  patented;  the  date  of  the  patent;  a  reference 
to  the  GLO  patent  books  held  in  Washington,  D.C.;  and  where,  when,  and  to  whom 
the  patent  was  sent. 


UNIDENTIFIED  AS  TO  ORIGINATING  LAND  OFFICE 


237.  LETTER  PRESS  COPIES  OF  CORRESPONDENCE  SENT  BY  G.M.  GREENE.  August  4, 
1903 -January  14,  1905.  1  vol.,  1  in. 

Arranged  chronologically.  Indexed  by  the  first  letter  of  the  addressee's  last 
name. 

This  volume  contains  letterpress  copies  of  Greene's  correspondence  exclusively 
concerning  land  office  business.  While  it  is  not  clear  whether  Greene  had  an 
official  capacity  with  a  land  office,  the  tenor  of  his  letters  is  that  of  a 
person  with  an  intimate  familiarity  with  the  office  and  its  procedures.  Much 
of  the  contents  of  the  letters  could  only  be  interpreted  as  the  writings  of  a 
private  person,  possible  a  lawyer  specializing  in  land  claims,  and  also, 
perhaps,  frequently  representing  the  land  office. 

Particularly  interesting  in  the  correspondence  are  the  long  and  detailed 
evaluations  and  opinions  of  Greene  as  to  the  rights  and  obligations  of  entry- 
men.  These  letters  provide  excellent  insight  to  the  practical  application  and 
administrative  reality  of  the  numerous  land  laws.  Also  included  are  numerous 
letters  advising  individual  entrymen  of  actions  Greene  had  performed  on  their 
behalf,  requesting  retainers,  and  advising  entrymen  on  what  their  chances  were 
in  pursuing  a  particular  claim. 

In  addition  to  whatever  else  he  was,  Greene  was  also  apparently  Secretary  of 
the  Ogden  Mining  Company  as  a  few  of  the  letters  are  so  signed.  The  land 
office  he  was  associated  with  has  not  been  identified  but  is  most  likely 
Pueblo. 
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RECORDS  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  GENERAL 

The  office  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Colorado  was  established  in  Denver  in 
1861.  In  1862,  the  office  assumed  jurisdiction  over  surveying  in  Utah  and, 
two  years  later,  also  acquired  similar  duties  for  Idaho  and  Nevada.  Separate 
surveyors  general  were  authorized  for  Idaho  and  Nevada  in  1866,  and  the  office 
in  Utah  was  reestablished  in  1868.  The  offices  of  the  surveyors  general  were 
abolished  in  1925  and  their  responsibilities  consolidated  with  the  Field 
Surveying  Service  under  the  overall  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
The  records  described  below  include  those  received  or  originated  by  the  Office 
of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Colorado.  However,  many  of  these  series  continue 
long  after  1925  because,  although  the  survey  system  was  administratively 
altered,  the  surveying  of  the  public  domain  remained  a  significant  responsi- 
bility of  the  General  Land  Office.  All  these  records  were  created  by  a  single 
office  with  a  single  basic  responsibility:  surveying  the  public  domain,  and 
are  therefore  closely  interrelated. 

238..  REGISTERS  OF  GENERAL  LETTERS  RECEIVED  BY  THE  SURVEYOR  GENERAL.  April 
22,  1897-December  30,  1911.  7  vols.,  15  in. 

Arranged  by  the  serial  numbers,  16,251-77,611,  that  were  assigned  to  the 
letters  as  they  were  received.  Unindexed. 

These  volumes  are  registers  of  general  correspondence  received  by  the  Surveyor 
General  from  private  citizens  or  the  Registers  of  the  local  land  offices 
(usually  acknowledging  receipt  of  a  plat).  Letters  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  GLO  are  not  included  in  these  registers.  Volume  7  ends  with  the  notation 
that  after  January  1,  1912,  filing  would  be  by  subject  matter  as  per 
instructions  in  letter  10,669  but  neither  these  subject  files  nor  the 
correspondence  itself  have  been  located. 

The  information  given  in  the  letters  includes  the  serial  number  of  the  letter, 

the  date  it  was  received,  by  whom  it  was  written,  the  town  where  the  letter 

was  originated,  a  survey  number  if  appropriate,  and  an  abstract  of  the 

contents  of  the  letter. 

23-9.  LETTERS  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 
April  13,  1861-April  20,  1934.  116  vols.,  65  ft. 

Arranged  numerically  (with  gaps)  by  the  serial  number  that  was  assigned  to 
each  letter  as  it  was  received  by  the  Surveyor  General,  1-25,366,  1-65,999. 
The  first  fifty-three  volumes  are  indexed  by  the  subject  of  the  letter  while 
the  balance  of  the  series  is  unindexed.  The  numbering  sequence  begins  over  on 
January  1,  1883.  There  are  116  bound  volumes  of  letters  in  this  series  dated 
through  December  27,  1923.  After  that  date  the  letters  are  arranged  unbound 
in  file  folders. 
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Handwritten,  typed,  and  form  letters  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  or  an  assistant  commissioner.  Occasionally,  there  is  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior.  The  originals  are  frequently  associated  with 
copies  of  related  correspondence  which  were  either  enclosures  or  responses  to 
the  original  letter.  After  the  office  of  the  Surveyor  General  was  abolished 
in  1925,  the  correspondence  was  addressed  to  the  Register  of  the  land  office 
at  Denver. 

The  subjects  of  the  letters  include  instructions  and  advice  to  the  Surveyor 
General  about  the  operations  and  administration  of  his  office,  fiscal  accounts 
of  the  surveyor  and  his  deputies,  requests  for  additional  information  or 
evidence,  corrections  of  surveys,  and  questions  about  fraudulent  claims  and 
surveys.  After  the  correspondence  began  to  be  addressed  to  the  Register  in 
1925,  the  subjects  expanded  to  include  virtually  the  entire  range  of  official 
business  of  the  land  office. 

Of  particular  interest  in  this  series  are  the  numerous  lengthy  letters 
explaining  policy  decisions  of  the  General  Land  Office  and  providing  guidance 
to  the  surveyors.  Also  of  interest  is  the  correspondence  related  to  fraudu- 
lent surveys  in  the  1860s  and  1870s  and  the  separate  series  of  enclosures 
described  in  the  following  entry. 

Some  of  the  gaps  in  the  serial  sequence  are  filled  by  records  described  in 
entry  241  as  letters  relating  to  mineral  patents  were  maintained  separately. 
Related  enclosures  are  described  in  entry  240. 

240.  ENCLOSURES  TO  LETTERS  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAND 
OFFICE.  1861-1906.  6  ft. 

Arranged  numerically  by  the  number  of  the  letter  to  which  the  individual 
enclosure  relates.  Unindexed. 

This  series  consists  of  records  that  were  originally  enclosures  to  the  corres- 
pondence described  in  entry  239.  Although  that  correspondence  includes  some 
enclosures,  the  majority  of  such  records  appear  to  have  been  maintained  as  a 
separate  series. 

The  records  include  large  and  detailed  plats  of  military  reservations,  other 
plats,  correspondence  concerning  surveying,  opinions  of  the  Register  and 
Receiver  concerning  Spanish  grants  claims,  documents  from  the  federal  and 
states  courts  relating  to  decisions  in  land  or  mineral  controversies,  other 
court  records,  opinions  of  the  Commissioner  on  adverse  and  protest  filings, 
lists  of  legal  descriptions  in  relinquishment  actions,  requests  to  purchase 
land,  and  copies  of  correspondence  addressed  to  the  Registers  and  Receivers  of 
various  Colorado  land  offices.  In  the  later  years  of  the  series,  these 
enclosures  are  mostly  copies  of  state  court  records  filed  in  adverse  entries, 
copies  of  applications  to  purchase  directly  in  contest  actions,  and  related 
correspondence.  Claims  are  fully  identified  by  name,  survey  number,  legal 
description  or  a  metes  and  bounds  location,  and  the  land  office.  Also  found 
are  plats  of  mineral  surveys. 
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241.  LETTERS  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE 
CONCERNING  THE  ISSUANCE  OF  MINERAL  PATENTS.  May  16,  1878-September  25, 
1901.  3  vols.,  1  ft. 

Arranged  numerically  by  letter  file  number  with  large  gaps,  2,932-25,271,  24- 
5,577.  Unindexed. 

This  series  consists  of  official  correspondence  received  by  the  Surveyor 
General  from  the  Commissioner  that  specifically  concerned  mineral  patents. 

Except  for  a  few  letters  of  a  \/ery   early  date  that  concern  patents  issued  to 
derivative  claimants  of  Spanish  grants,  this  correspondence  is  almost  exclu- 
sively reports  of  mineral  patents  issued  during  the  preceeding  month.  Through 
July  1894,  the  reports  are  handwritten  listings  of  the  name  of  the  applicant, 
the  name  of  his  claim,  the  mineral  survey  number,  and  the  patent  number.  The 
number  of  the  appropriate  mineral  district  was  added  in  red  ink.  After  July 
1894,  a  printed  form  was  used  that  also  included  the  land  office,  mineral 
entry  number,  and  the  date  of  patent. 

Related  records  include  the  various  mineral  entry  registers  of  the  land 

offices  and  the  mineral  survey  plat  books  and  their  indexes  described  in 

entries  248  through  254.  These  letters  represent,  in  part,  the  missing 

numbers  described  in  entry  239. 

242.  LETTERS  RECEIVED  BY  THE  SURVEYOR  GENERAL  CONCERNING  THE  VIGIL-ST.  VRAIN 
GRANT.  1869.  15  in. 

Arranged  by  letter  number,  1-714.  Unindexed. 

These  letters  were  all  addressed  to  Surveyor  General  W.  H.  Lessig  in  regard  to 
his  circular  of  May  3,  1859,  concerning  the  filing  of  claims  for  settled  land 
within  the  Vigil-St.  Vrain  Land  Grant.  Lessig's  action  resulted  from  an  act 
of  Congress  approved  February  25,  1869,  to  confirm  private  land  claims  in  New 
Mexico.  The  letters  have  an  almost  uniform  format  in  which  the  writer  claims 
his  settled  land  as  a  derivative  claimant  of  the  original  grantees  and 
describes,  as  well  as  possible,  where  it  is  located.  Most  of  the  described 
claims  have  little  relationship  to  the  rectangular  survey  system,  making 
platting  very  difficult  for  the  surveyors. 

243.  COPIES  OF  LETTERS  SENT  TO  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 
June  17,  1861 -December  9,  1868.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  the  date  of  the  letter.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  consists  of  handwritten  copies  of  the  letters  sent  to  the  Commis- 
sioner by  the  Surveyor  General.  The  first  letter  is  the  report  of  Francis 
Case  describing  the  building  he  had  rented  in  Denver  in  order  to  open  an 
office.  The  subjects  of  the  letters  include  questions  of  administrative 
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procedures,  reports  on  contracts  with  deputy  surveyors  and  the  progress  of 
surveys,  notes  on  supplies  and  appropriations,  geological  and  geographical 
information,  questions  on  coal  and  mineral  lands,  requests  for  GLO  decisions 
on  a  variety  of  matters,  and  notes  on  the  boundries  and  surveys  of  the 
Cheyenne  Arapahoe  Reservation. 

244.  COPIES  OF  LETTERS  SENT  TO  DEPUTY  SURVEYORS  AND  OTHERS.  July  1,  1861- 
March  12,  1873.  1  vol.,  2  in. 

This  volume  is  similar  to  the  one  described  in  entry  243  except  that  the 
correspondence  is  addressed  to  parties  other  than  the  Commissioner.  Most  of 
the  letters  are  addressed  to  deputy  surveyors  or  other  officials  such  as  army 
officers  who  were  connected  with  surveying.  The  subjects  almost  exclusively 
concern  the  surveys,  either  answering  questions,  providing  information  and 
advice,  or  directing  a  deputy  to  survey  a  particular  location. 

245.  APPLICATIONS  FOR  MINERAL  SURVEY  ORDERS.  1869-1938.  129ft. 

Applications  before  November  30,  1886,  are  arranged  in  two  sub-series.  Each 
is  arranged  by  mineral  district  number,  1-7,  and  thereunder  by  application 
number.  After  that  date,  they  are  arranged  by  application  number,  4,500- 
20,601.  The  reason  for  the  division  of  the  early  records  was  not  determined. 

These  records  consist  predominantly  of  original  correspondence  from  deputy 
surveyors,  attorneys,  bankers,  or  agents  of  mining  companies  to  the  Surveyor 
General.  The  information  found  in  each  application  usually  includes  the  name 
of  the  claim  and  its  claimant,  locating  information,  reference  to  enclosed 
fees  for  having  a  survey  run,  the  name  and  number  of  the  mining  district,  and 
the  number  and  central  town  of  the  mineral  district.  Frequently  included  are 
certified  copies  of  "location  certificates"  from  the  country  recorder  attest- 
ing to  the  location,  and  statements  from  the  Register  that  no  adverse  claims 
were  involved. 

The  volumes  described  in  entry  251  are  arranged  by  these  survey  numbers  and 
may  be  used  as  indexes. 

246.  REGISTER  OF  SURVEY  CONTRACTS.  August  12,  1861-May  31,  1906.  1  vol., 
3  in. 

Arranged  numerically  by  contract  number,  1-848.  Un indexed. 

This  volume  is  a  register  maintained  at  the  Surveyor  General's  office  to 
record  information  on  the  letting  of  survey  contracts.  An  entry  generally 
gives  the  name  of  the  deputy  surveyor  to  whom  the  contract  was  awarded,  the 
date,  a  brief  description  of  the  terms  of  the  contract,  a  second  unidentified 
date  which  is  usually  several  months  after  the  contract  date  and  may  reflect 
the  life-span  of  the  contract,  workers'  compensation  broken  down  by  the 
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different  pay  rates,  a  liability  figure,  and  the  amount  of  bond  posted  by  the 
deputy.  Beginning  about  1885,  there  are  additional  notations  concerning  each 
deputy's  fees  and  when  the  account  was  settled.  After  about  1890,  the  entries 
also  have  notations  concerning  the  approval  or  rejection  of  the  survey  by  the 
GLO,  the  binding  of  the  field  notes  and  plats,  and  the  closing  of  the  contract 
account.  By  about  the  turn  of  the  century,  the  entries  begin  to  have  exten- 
sive remarks  on  the  progress  of  the  survey,  administrative  notes,  and  nota- 
tions on  appeals  submitted  by  entrymen. 

Also  found  in  this  volume  is  a  separate,  typed  list  of  mineral  claims  whose 
relationship  to  the  rest  of  the  material  is  unknown.  Also  included  is  a  short 
list,  dated  1903-06,  of  contracting  deputy  surveyors,  their  addresses,  survey 
contract  numbers,  occasionally  the  name  and  address  of  the  field  party 
compassman,  and  a  page  reference  to  an  unidentified  volume. 

247.  SURVEY  CONTRACTS,  BONDS,  AND  SPECIAL  INSTRUCTIONS.  September  3,  1861- 
November  1,  1909.  13  ft. 

Arranged  numerically  by  survey  contract  number,  2-873,  with  gaps.  No  index. 

These  records  are  the  original  contracts  drawn  up  between  the  Surveyor  General 
of  Colorado  and  his  deputies  which  specified  the  conditions  of  individual 
surveys.  The  information  given  in  the  contracts  details  exactly  where  the 
survey  was  to  be  run,  the  deputy's  compensation,  the  bonding  condition  signed 
by  the  deputy  and  his  sureties,  and  the  witnessed  oath  of  public  services 
signed  by  the  deputy.  The  contract  with  bond  and  oath  was  usually  printed  on 
a  single  oversized  form  with  blanks  for  filling  in  appropriate  information. 
Beginning  about  1880,  many  of  the  contracts  also  have  "special  instructions," 
usually  in  the  form  of  printed  circulars  accompanied  by  cover  letters  from  the 
Surveyor  General,  which  gives  further  guidance  for  the  survey.  Also 
frequently  included  is  a  "Settler's  Application  for  Survey."  The  individual 
contract  files  also  increasingly  contain,  after  about  1900,  additional  papers 
such  as  bid  proposals,  correspondence  reflecting  the  accuracy  of  the  survey, 
field  notes,  and  correspondence  and  petitions  from  entrymen  concerning 
boundaries  and  contested  land.  Frequently,  there  are  also  applications  from 
the  deputies  for  time  extension  in  completing  the  surveys  and  answers  to 
questions  about  their  work. 

Contract  No.  1,  let  to  Joel  Hendricks  on  August  1,  1861,  is  missing  from  the 
files.  Otherwise  there  are  few  gaps.  These  contracts  are  those  recorded  in 
the  survey  registers  described  in  entry  246. 

248.  MINERAL  SURVEY  FIELD  NOTES.  Ca.  1868-1954.  783  vols.,  195  ft. 

Arranged  by  mineral  district  and  thereunder  roughly  by  survey  number,  through 
about  1886.  After  that  date  arranged  by  survey  number,  4,501-20,840.  Many  of 
the  volumes  are  indexed  by  survey  number. 
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These  are  notes  of  mineral  surveys  prepared  by  deputy  mineral  surveyors  and 
later  bound  into  volumes.  They  include  forms  on  which  are  indicated  the 
survey  number,  the  names  of  the  claim  and  claimant,  the  mining  district, 
county,  name  of  surveyor,  and  date  of  survey. 

Normally,  most  of  the  notes  are  taken  up  with  the  metes  and  bounds  of  the 
survery.  The  notes  may  also  include  "descriptive  reports"  by  the  surveyor  in 
which  the  terrain,  soil,  location,  and  workings  of  the  claim  are  described. 
Also  usually  included  are  the  total  area  of  the  claim  and  the  numbers  of  any 
surveys  with  which  it  conflicted. 

A  field  note  file  may  also  include  oaths  by  the  surveyor  and  his  assistants 
concerning  the  accuracy  of  their  work,  a  description  of  the  survey  instruments 
used,  the  claimant's  location  certificate,  and  the  Surveyor  General's 
certificate  of  approval. 

The  registers  described  in  entry  250  are  keyed  to  these  notes. 

249.  MINERAL  SURVEY  LOCATION  CERTIFICATES.  1867-1938.  154ft. 

For  the  period  1867-86,  these  are  arranged  by  mineral  district  number,  1-7, 
and  thereunder  numerically  by  survey  number,  with  gaps.  Those  dated  1886-1928 
are  arranged  numerically,  4,501-20,601.  Unindexed. 

These  records  are  predominantly  mineral  survey  location  certificates  consist- 
ing of  a  "Form  1"  filled  in  by  the  Register  of  the  land  office  and  then  for- 
warded to  the  Surveyor  General.  The  information  included  on  the  forms  con- 
sists of  the  name  of  the  claim;  the  lode,  mineral  district,  and  county  where 
the  claim  was  located;  the  date  of  application;  the  name  of  the  applicant;  a 
detailed  description  of  the  linear  footage  of  the  claim;  certifications  that 
no  adverse  actions  had  been  entered  against  the  claim  and  that  the  application 
with  diagram  attached  had  been  posted  for  at  least  ninety  consecutive  days 
both  on  the  claim  site  and  in  the  land  office;  and  the  name  of  the  newspaper 
in  which  the  notice  was  published  and  the  dates  of  publication. 

These  location  certificates  also  take  the  form  of  handwritten  narrative  state- 
ments, which  are  usually  certified  copies  of  information  extracted  by  the 
county  clerk  and  recorder  from  county  records.  Frequently  associated  with 
these  are  statements  of  right  to  ownership  by  the  survey  applicant,  copies  of 
deeds,  notices  from  the  land  office  to  the  entryman  to  appear  to  testify  to 
the  boundaries  of  the  claim,  and  administrative  notes.  Also  written  on  the 
outside  of  each  file  are  the  date,  mineral  survey  number,  the  mineral  district 
number,  and  frequently,  a  third,  unidentified  number.  "Amended"  and  "addi- 
tional" location  certificates  are  also  often  included. 

Also  included  in  the  first  part  of  this  series  are  requests  for  mineral 
surveys  similar  to  those  described  in  entry  245. 
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250.  MINERAL  SURVEY  REGISTERS.  March  13,  1867-March  2,  1928.  11  vols., 
3  ft. 

Arranged  by  mineral  district  number,  1-7,  and  thereunder  numerically  by  survey 
number.  Un indexed. 

These  volumes  were  maintained  in  the  Surveyor  General's  office  as  registers  of 
activity  in  mineral  surveys  and  as  indexes  to  the  plats.  Volume  1  has  entries 
for  Mineral  Districts  1,  2,  4,  5,  and  6.  Volume  2  contains  entries  for 
District  3  while  volume  3  indexes  Mineral  District  7  and  also  contains  notes 
on  homestead  entry  surveys,  37-64,  dated  1909-13.  The  balance  of  the  volumes 
concerns  surveys  dated  after  October  1886,  and  includes  surveys  numbered  4,501 
through-  20,370  without  regard  to  mineral  district. 

In* addition  to  the  mineral  survey  number,  each  entry  in  these  volumes  includes 
the- date  the  survey  was  ordered;  the  name  of  claim  and  claimant;  the  land 
district;  the  name  of  the  surveyor;  a  legal  description  of  the  claim;  three 
unidentified  dates  that  may  be  the  dates  the  survey  was  received  from  the 
field  party  by  the  surveyor  general's  office  and  when  it  was  forwarded  to  and 
approved  by-  the GLO;  the  numbers  of  the  plat  book  (see  entry  253)  and  field 
book  (see  entry  248)  where  the  relevant  entries  are  found  for  each  survey; 
amended  notes,  if  any;  the  mineral  entry  number,  date,  and  district;  and  the 
number  and  date  of  the  patent.  Also  included,  where  appropriate,  are 
miscellaneous  notations  referring  to  GLO  administrative  remarks  concerning 
individual  surveys. 

251.  MINERAL  SURVEY  INDEXES.  Ca.  1885-1950.  2  vols.,  4  in. 

Volume  1  is  arranged  by  mineral  district,  1,  2,  or  4,  and  thereunder  in  two 
sections.  One  section  is  arranged  chronologically  by  what  apparently  is  the 
date  of  survey;  the  other  section  is  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
lode.  Volume  2  is  arranged  by  county  and  thereunder  in  two  sections  either  by 
survey  number  or  alphabetically  by  name  of  lode. 

The  purpose  and  provenance  of  these  volumes  were  not  determined.  They 
presumably  were  maintained  originally  in  the  Surveyor  General's  office  as  a 
record  of  surveys  as  they  were  completed.  They  later  may  have  been  maintained 
in  the  Denver  Land  Office.  Information  given  includes  the  survey  number,  name 
of  lode,  date  of  survery,  mineral  application  number,  and  mineral  entry 
number. 

252.  INDEX  TO  MINERAL  SURVEY  PLATS,  L  THROUGH  Z.  No  date.  1  vol.,  3  in. 

Arranged  alphabetically  by  the  name  of  the  claim  for  the  letters  L  through  Z, 
only.  A  companion  volume  for  letters  A  through  K  has  not  been  located. 
Unindexed. 

Th-is  index  was- maintained  by  the  Surveyor  General's  office  as  a  register  of 
mineral  survey  numbers.  The  information  provided  includes  the  name  of  the 
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claim  or  mill  site,  the  mineral  survey  number,  and  the  number  or  name  of  the 
mineral  district.  Since  there  was  no  restriction  on  the  use  of  a  popular 
name,  many  of  these  entries  have  multiple  survey  numbers  associated  with  them. 

This  volume  is  directly  related  to  the  mineral  survey  plats  described  in  entrv 
253. 

253.  MINERAL  SURVEY  PLATS.  1869-1963.  276  vols.,  69  ft. 

Arranged  by  mineral  district  number  and  thereunder  numerically  by  survey 
number  through  the  first  96  volumes.  Thereafter,  arrangement  is  numerical  by 
survey  number. 

Mineral  survey  plats  were  drawn  by  clerks  in  the  Surveyor  General's  office 
from  the  field  notes  of  the  deputy  surveyors  and  serve  to  fix  precisely  an 
individual  claim's  location.  Each  side  of  the  claim  is  measured  to  a  tenth  of 
a  foot  and  its  orientation  from  a  north-south  axis  is  given  in  degrees.  Also 
provided  is  the  angle  and  distance  from  the  mineral  monument  used  to  locate 
the  claim  to  Corner  No.  1  and,  occasionally,  to  another  corner.  A  second  such 
line  is  shown  from  this  corner  to  the  discovery  shaft.  In  addition  to  the 
basic  configuration  of  the  claim,  a  plat  may  show  the  discovery  and  later 
shafts;  tunnels,  drifts,  and  stopes;  structures  erected  on  the  claim;  terrain 
features  significant  to  the  claim  such  as  ridges  and  creeks;  roads  and  rail- 
roads; pipelines;  and  flumes,  dams,  and  ditches.  Of  particular  interest  is 
the  depiction  of  associated  mineral  claims,  especially  those  that  overlap  the 
survey  and  possibly  formed  the  basis  for  litigation. 

On  the  right  side  of  each  plat  is  additional  information  giving  the  date  of 
filing  of  the  claim,  the  survey  number,  the  name  of  the  claimant  and  claim, 
the  mineral  districts,  the  county  where  the  claim  is  located,  the  acreage  of 
the  claim,  name  of  surveyor,  date  of  survey,  a  certification  that  the  listed 
improvements  upon  the  claim  are  not  less  than  $500.00  in  valuation,  the  signa- 
ture of  the  Surveyor  General  certifying  the  accuracy  of  the  plat  and  the  date 
of  signing,  and  the  scale  of  the  plat  (usually  200  feet  to  the  inch). 

These  plats  are  indexed  by  the  volume  described  in  entry  252.  Also  related 
are  the  field  notes  described  in  entry  248. 

254.  MINERAL  SURVEY  PLATS  ("CONNECTED  SHEETS").  1885-1973.  15  ft. 

Arranged  by  range  number,  thereunder  by  township  number,  and  thereunder  by 
section  number.  Unindexed. 

These  plats  depict  the  location  of  all  mineral  claims  within  a  specific  sec- 
tion of  land.  A  plat  shows  each  individual  claim  and  its  mineral  survey 
number,  the  mineral  monument  used  in  the  triangulation  surveys,  and  the 
claim's  orientation  to  the  other  mineral  surveys  in  the  section.  The  plats 
typically  contain  no  other  information  but,  occasionally,  a  creek  or  river  is 
drawn  in  apparently  to  facilitate  location  of  a  placer  claim.  Most  of  the 
plats  are  not  dated. 
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Related  records  include  the  mineral  entry  registers  of  the  various  land 
offices  described  in  this  inventory  and  the  mineral  survey  plats  and  their 
indexes  described  in  entries  25  and  251-253. 

255.  TOWNSHIP  SURVEY  PLATS.  1879-1952.  20  ft. 

Arranged  by  range  number,  42-105  West  of  the  Sixth  Principal  Meridian  and  1-20 
West  of  the  New  Mexico  Principal  Meridian.  There  is  no  index. 

These  plats  resulted  from  the  cadastral  surveys  and  resurveys  of  whole  or 
partial  townships  that  were  conducted  by  field  parties  of  the  office  of  the 
Surveyor  General.  Each  section  of  land  within  the  township  is  outlined  and 
the  measurements  of  its  sides  are  precisely  given  in  chains  and  links.  The 
plats  generally  show  topographical  features  such  as  rivers,  creeks,  water 
holes,  lakes,  bluffs,  hills,  and  cultivated  fields.  Buildings  and  roads  are 
also  shown  as  are,  occasionally,  fence  lines,  telephone  poles,  reservoirs, 
pipelines,  and  ditches.  A  few  of  the  plats  also  have  a  summary  of  the  land 
entries  within  the  township  printed  on  their  margins,  which  provides  informa- 
tion about  the  size  and  type  of  each  claim  and  the  entryman's  name. 

Also  included  in  this  series  are  a  few  plats  of  the  boundaries  of  Colorado  and 
her  bordering  states  and  plats  of  assorted  military  reservations,  the  Ute 
Reservation  boundaries,  and  Spanish  grants  in  the  San  Luis  Valley.  Also  found 
are  maps  of  surveys,  resurveys,  corrections  of  base  lines,  guide  meridians, 
township  exterior  lines,  exchange  surveys,  townsites,  and  homestead  entries. 

256.  REGISTER  OF  GROUP  SURVEY  ASSIGNMENTS.  1910-14.  1  vol.,  4  in. 
Arranged  by  group  survey  number,  1-55,  with  gaps. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  Surveyor  General  as  a  register  of  survey 
assignments  with  a  chronological  listing  of  activities  associated  with  each 
survey.  In  addition  to  the  name  of  the  deputy  surveyor,  each  entry  included 
an  abstract  of  the  special  instructions  to  the  field  party  and  a  brief 
abstract  of  any  relivant  correspondence. 

257.  GROUP  SURVEY  FILES.  1910-44.  14  ft. 

Arranged  by  group  survey  number,  1-360.  Un indexed. 

These  records  consist  of  individual  files  for  each  group  survey  number. 
Within  each  file  there  are' a  plat  of  the  area  to  be  surveyed  and  special 
instructions  on  how  the  survey  was  to  be  conducted.  These  "Special  Instruc- 
tions" are  typically  very  detailed  directions  to  the  deputy  surveyors  concern- 
ing the  hiring  of  assistants,  equipping  the  survey  party,  and  instructions  for 
the  work  to  be  accomplished.  Many  of  the  files  have  correspondence  relating 
to  the  surveys,  particularly  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  GL0  about  adminstra- 
tive  matters,  from  the  field  surveyors  to  the  Surveyor  General  in  Denver 
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discussing  the  conditions  of  the  survey,  and,  occasionally,  from  the  local 
land  offices.  Correspondence  from  the  land  offices  usually  includes  questions 
of  recording  survey  information,  mailing  of  plat,  and  abstracts  of  filings  and 
entries  upon  the  public  domain. 

These  surveys  all  appear  to  be  correction  resurveys  of  original  work  done  in 
the  1880s  that  had  been  found  to  be  in  error. 


258.  MONTHLY  TIME  BOOKS.  April  1886-Aoril  1926.  8  vols.,  5  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  month.  Unindexed. 

These  volumes  resemble  the  ones  discussed  in  entry  259,  except  that  the  infor- 
mation is  compiled  monthly  instead  of  quarterly.  The  names  and  amounts  paid 
are  identical  in  the  two  series.  These  volumes  also  show  the  days  within  each 
month  that  the  employee  worked,  was  sick  or  absent,  and  monthly  totals  of 
these  figures. 

These  is  a  gap  in  the  records  between  1906  and  1919. 

259.  QUARTERLY  RECORD  OF  SALARIES  AND  EXPENSES.  March  31,  1905-June  30, 
1913.  1  vol.,  1  in. 

Arranged  chronologically  by  the  date  ending  each  fiscal  quarter  and  thereunder 
numerically  by  voucher  number.  Unindexed. 

This  volume  was  maintained  by  the  Surveyor  General  as  a  record  of  the  monthly 
salaries  and  contingency  expenses  paid  by  his  office  with  monthly  subtotals 
compiled  by  fiscal  quarter.  The  information  provided  for  each  quarter 
includes  the  name  in  whose  favor  the  voucher  was  issued,  the  dates  worked,  the 
salary  standard  for  each  month  and  quarter,  the  employee's  salary,  and  his 
quarterly  pay.  This  information  is  provided  for  both  office  staff  and  field 
crews  and  for  individuals  and  firms  providing  services  to  the  office. 

These  records  are  related  directly  to  those  described  in  entry  258. 
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RECORDS  RELATING  TO  THE  COLORADO  STATE  OFFICE 

260.  SERIAL  REGISTER  BOOKS.  June  20,  1943-January  5,  1956.  52  vols.,  10  ft. 
Arranged  by  serial  entry  number,  01-012,999.  Unindexed. 

These  volumes  are  typical  serial  register  books  similar  to  those  described  in 
entry  13. 

261.  MISCELLANEOUS  CIRCULARS,  ORDERS,  AND  MEMORANDUMS.  1922-48.  1  1/2  ft. 
Arranged  chronologically  with  large  gaps.  Unindexed. 

The  circulars  sent  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  GLO  to  the  Registers  and 
Receivers  of  the  various  land  offices  are  grouped  chronologically  into  a 
section  dated  1922-29  and  another  section  dated  1947-48.  The  earlier  group 
consists  of  the  printed  circulars  that  were  received  by  the  land  office  while 
the  later  ones  appear  to  be  mimeographed  copies  of  circulars  printed  in  Title 
43  of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations.  These  circulars  cover  the  entire  range 
of  official  business  of  the  land  offices  but  primarily  concern  the  intent  and 
mechanics  of  the  land  legislation  and  the  rights  of  individuals  to  make 
entries. 

The  memorandums  and  orders  are  dated  1940-44  and  contain  information  resembl- 
ing that  found  in  the  circulars  as  well  as  a  wide  range  of  other  data^ 
Included  are  reports  on  the  war  effort  with  requests  to  conserve  such  items  as 
rubberbands  and  paperclips,  information  on  reclamation  projects,  standards  for 
employees'  leave,  notes  on  personnel  changes,  instructions  and  sample  forms 
for  shipping  material,  press  releases  relating  to  the  public  domain,  and  so 
forth. 

262.  TOWNSHIP  SURVEY  PLAT  BOOKS.  Undated.  151  vols.,  28  ft. 

Arranged  by  the  legal  description  of  the  area  detailed  by  the  plats,  usually 
by  township  number  and  thereunder  by  range  number.  Unindexed. 

These  plats  were  apparently  all  prepared  from  the  field  notes  in  the  Surveyor 
General's  office  in  Denver,  approved  by  the  General  Land  Office,  and 
ultimately  filed  in  the  appropriate  district  land  office  in  Colorado.  As 
these  offices  were  consolidated,  the  plats  were  gradually  assembled  into  one 
integrated  series  in  the  Denver  Land  Office. 

A  plat  typically  portrays  broad  topographical  features  of  the  subject  area  and 
provides  the  land  entry  status  of  the  sections  (homesteads  with  entry  numbers, 
mineral  land,  state  land,  national  forests,  withdrawals,  etc.).  Many  of  the 
plats  also  have  supplemental  sheets  associated  with  them  that  show  special 
land  entry  features  such  as  the  location  of  oil  and  gas  leases  and  the  land 
affected  by  stock-raising  designations.  Occasionally,  there  are  also  surveys 
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of  a  more  limited  scope  (a  fractional  township,  a  single  land  entry  claim,  a 
single  section,  etc.),  that  are  often  accompanied  by  field  notes.  Many  of  the 
plats  also  have  supplemental  sheets  associated  with  them  that  show  special 
land  entry  features  such  as  the  location  of  oil  and  gas  leases  and  the  land 
affected  by  stock-raising  designations. 

Many  of  these  plats  are  annotated  to  reflect  the  changing  status  of  the 
land.  These  explanatory  notes  are  dated  as  recently  as  the  late  1960s. 

263.  CLOSED  RIGHT-OF-WAY  CASE  FILES.  Ca.  1897-1966.  15  ft. 

Arranged  numerically  by  application  number. 

These  are  case  files  concerning  applications  for  rights-of-way  on  public  land 
for  such  activities  as  irrigation  canals  and  reservoirs.  These  applications 
were  granted  but  were  later  cancelled. 

A  case  file  may  include  correspondence  between  local  GLO  officials  and  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  articles  of  incorporation  of 
companies  applying  for  rights-of-way,  a  description  of  the  proposed  work  maps, 
and  the  application  for  right-of-way.  A  file  will  normally  include  some 
documentation  of  the  cancellation. 

264.  CONTEST  CASE  FILES.  1952-76.  15  ft. 

Arranged  numerically  by  the  contest  number,  1-645,  with  gaps.  There  are  also 
five  separately  numbered  files  dated  about  1950.  Unindexed. 

These  files  concern  adverse  proceedings  initiated  by  the  Director  of  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  against  what  appear  predominantly  to  be  abandoned 
mineral  claims  originally  entered  in  the  late  19th  Century.  A  number  of  other 
case  files  seem  to  involve  the  uranium  boom  in  western  Colorado  and  are  the 
product  of  Bureau  investigations  undertaken  at  the  request  of  the  Atomic 
Energy  Commission.  While  most  of  these  cases  record  no  response  from  the 
affected  entryman,  occasionally  the  action  was  contested. 

At  a  minimum,  the  files  usually  include  statement  papers,  reports  on  the 
nature  of  the  location  by  BLM  field  examiners,  orders  from  the  Director  of  the 
BLM  initiating  adverse  proceedings,  and  a  decision.  Some  files  only  contain  a 
transmittal  letter  indicating  that  all  the  papers  were  forwarded  to  some  other 
office.  Contested  actions  resulted  in  much  larger  case  files  that  might 
include  extensive  correspondence,  plats,  photographs  of  the  land,  field  notes 
and  reports  of  the  surveys  and  examinations,  complaints  and  answers,  appeals, 
depositions,  transcripts  of  testimonies,  motions,  briefs,  transcripts  of 
hearings  before  an  administrative  law  judge,  and  decisions. 

While  almost  all  these  files  concern  mineral  entries,  there  is  also  an  occa- 
sional homestead  entry  involved. 
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265.  "SMALL  TRACT"  PATENT  FILES.  1961-67.  10  ft. 

Arranged  by  year  of  issue  and  thereunder  by  patent  number. 

These  records  predominantly  relate  to  the  sale  of  "Small  Tract"  lots  located 
in  the  vicinity  of  Dillon  to  private  individuals  as  authorized  by  the  act  of 
June  1,  1938  (52  Stat.  609).  The  subject  lots  averaged  1-2  acres  in  size  and 
cost  about  $1,000.  The  Small  Tract  files  typically  include  a  copy  of  the 
"opening  order"  for  the  Dillon  Small  Tract  Area  with  a  list  of  available  lots, 
size,  legal  description,  cost,  an  aerial  photograph  of  the  region,  the  entry- 
man's  application  for  a  small  tract  purchase  or  lease,  an  approval  of  a  land 
law  examiner,  receipts  for  cost,  correspondence,  a  "decision"  as  to  the 
validity  of  the  claim,  a  list  of  the  required  improvements  with  notes  on  what 
had  been  done,  handwritten  field  notes,  receipts  for  costs,  notice  of  the 
issuing  of  the  patent,  and  a  "Certificate"  that  gives  a  land  case  number, 
date,  legislative  authority  for  the  claim,  and  legal  description. 

Also  included  in  these  records  are  a  small  number  of  "Reclamation  Sale"  files 
entered  under  the  act  of  March  31,  1950  (64  Stat.  39)  that  are  quite  similar 
to  the  files  described  above.  There  are  also  files  for  public  sales,  home- 
stead amendments,  forest  exchanges,  and  the  Colorado  State  Exchange  authorized 
by  the  Taylor  Grazing  Act  of  1934,  as  amended. 

?66.  RECORDS  RELATING  TO  LAND  TITLES  ACQUIRED  BY  THE  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT. 
1965-75.  1  ft. 

Arranged  by  the  case  file  number,  01,183-0125,060,  with  large  gaps. 
Un indexed. 

The  majority  of  these  records  concern  the  transfer  of  title  and  use  rig  :s  to 
land  from  private  ownership  to  the  federal  government.  The  affected  lands 
primarily  were  condemned  by  court  action  for  enclosure  into  a  national  forest, 
wildlife  refuge,  or  similar  entity.  A  case  file  typically  includes  a  copy  of 
the  current  deed,  related  correspondence,  a  statement  as  to  the  amount  of  land 
involved  and  its  cost,  and  a  notation  as  to  what  rights,  if  any,  were  retained 
by  the  individual.  Occasionally,  the  files  also  contain  plats  and  pertinent 
court  records. 

A  few  of  the  files  relate  to  mineral  claim  titles  and  the  determination  of 
surface  rights  as  called  for  in  Public  Law  84-167.  Included  in  these  files 
are  correspondence,  statements  of  improvements  made  upon  the  individual 
claims,  reports  of-  examinations  of  the  land  involved,  decision  papers,  and 
newspaper  clippings  of  published  notices  relating  to  the  condemnation. 

Also  included  in  this  series  are  a  few  cases  involving  the  transfer  of  land 
title  from  private  individuals  to  the  government  by  donation  and  contain 
material  similar  to  that  described  above. 
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267.  RECORDS  RELATING  TO  GRAZING  DISTRICTS.  1934-66.  2  ft. 

Arranged  by  grazing  district  and  thereunder  chronologically  by  the  date  of  the 
individual  records.  Unindexed. 

These  records  consist  of  original  correspondence,  carbon  copies,  mimeographed 
sheets,  telegrams,  plats,  and  clippings  from  the  Federal  Register  relating  to 
the  creation,  adjustments,  and  administration  of  the  eight  Colorado  grazing 
districts  organized  under  the  Taylor  Grazing  Act  of  1934  (48  Stat.  1269). 
Much  of  the  material  is  either  addressed  to  or  originated  by  the  Director  of 
the  Grazing  Service,  his  assistant,  or  the  local  Special  Agent  in  Charge  of 
Investigations.  Farrington  R.  Carpenter,  a  Colorado  stockman,  was  Director 
until  1939  and  figures  prominently  in  these  records.  There  is  also  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  the  correspondence  received  by  the  Service  that  was  origi- 
nated by  individual  stockmen  or  stock  associations.  The  Governor  of  Colorado, 
the  Secretary  and  other  officials  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  other 
investigative  agents,  and  private  individuals  originated  the  balance  of  the 
correspondence. 

The  records  are  arranged  by  district,  one  through  eight,  with  the  earliest 
districts  having  considerably  more  material  than  the  later  ones.  There  is 
also  a  general  section  consisting  of  correspondence,  reports,  plats,  and  land 
boundary  diagrams  relating  to  the  creation  and  modification  of  the 
districts.  Included  in  the  records  of  each  district  are  petitions  signed  by 
local  stockmen  and  proposals  from  stock  associations  relating  to  the  reestab- 
lishment  of  the  original  district  boundaries.  There  are  also  wery   detailed 
reports,  particularly  for  the  first  district,  describing  the  history  of  stock 
raising  in  the  region  and  giving  information  on  the  stockmen  themselves,  their 
land,  stock,  special  reports  for  patented  land,  and  a  breakdown  of  stock 
ownership  by  types  using  the  1934  tax  schedules.  The  numerous  plats  show  the 
boundaries  of  the  districts  and  the  disposition  of  the  land  within  these 
limits. 

Related  records  include  the  engineering  files  of  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation 
concerning  the  Colorado-Big  Thompson  Project  and  entries  39-42  described  in 
the  Preliminary  Inventory  of  the  Records  of  the  Civilian  Conservation  Corps. 
Both  of  these  groups  of  records  are  in  the  custody  of  the  Denver  Regional 
Archives  Branch. 


268.  RECORDS  RELATING  TO  THE  ADVISORY  BOARDS  OF  THE  COLORADO  GRAZING 
DISTRICT.  1935-57.  1  ft. 

Arranged  by  type  of  activity  and  thereunder  chronologically  by  the  date  of  the 
individual  records.  Unindexed. 

Included  in  this  material  are  the  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  Colorado 

State  Advisory  Board,  1945-57;  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  Advisory  Boards 

of  the  Grazing  Districts,  1952-57 ;  and  records  concerning  the  election  of 
local  stockmen  as  board  advisors,  1935-57. 
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269.  MISCELLANEOUS  REPORTS  OF  THE  DENVER  DISTRICT  GRAZING  OFFICE.  Ca.  1939- 
64.  2  ft. 

Arranged  by  the  type  of  record  and  thereunder  chronologically  by  the  date  of 
the  report.  Un indexed. 

Included  in  this  series  are  the  Annual  Reports,  1939-65  (some  gaps),  of  Graz- 
ing District  No.  2  which  was  headquartered  in  Craig  until  1950  and  in  Denver 
thereafter.  There  are  also  "program  and  budget  plans,"  1936-63,  which  include 
correspondence,  reports,  the  "soil  and  moisture  conservation  plan,"  informa- 
tion on  time  and  funds  to  be  available,  reports  correlating  budget  with  man- 
power expenditures  for  specific  projects,  and  construction  costs  for  proposed 
projects. 

Also  included  are  "management  files"  with  topics  of  lands,  range,  mineral, 
forest  resources,  and  recreation  (especially  where  relating  to  fire  hazard). 
These  files  generally  contain  correspondence,  statistics,  reports,  plats,  and 
information  concerning  the  involvement  of  appropriate  state  officials  and 
private  individuals.  Also  included  in  this  file  are  annual  grazing 
statistics,  1957-63. 

270.  RECORDS  OF  HEARINGS  CONCERNING  GRAZING  PRIVILEGES.  Ca.  1961-67.  1  ft. 

Files  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  the  first  letter  of  the  contestee's  last 
name.  Un indexed. 

These  files  represent  hearings  concerning  grazing  privileges  on  federal  graz- 
ing land  administered  by  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management.  Many  of  the  files 
only  consist  of  records  relating  to  surveys  of  the  subject's  stock  operation 
and  give  information  about  the  land  and  stock,  where  the  stock  was  normally 
grazed,  water,  applications  for  a  grazing  permit,  and  a  rough  hand-drawn  plat 
of  the  area  under  consideration. 

Some  of  the  files  are  the  result  of  appeals  from  the  decisions  rendered  in 
hearings  and  may  contain  correspondence,  official  records  on  the  appeal, 
decisions,  motions,  plats,  surveys,  notes,  comments  of  official  examiners  or 
the  subject  lands,  photographs,  and  copies  of  records  of  the  Advisory  Board 
for  the  affected  Colorado  grazing  district. 

271.  MINERAL  SURVEY  APPLICATIONS.  1929-66.  2  1/2  ft. 

Arranged  numerically  by  the  mineral  survey  number,  20,700-20,868  (with  gaps), 
and  with  a  few  miscellaneous  files.  Unindexed.  These  records  consist  of  case 
files  compiled  by  the  State  Office  during  the  process  of  surveying  a  mineral 
claim.  Each  file  generally  includes  a  location  certificate  giving  a  "locating 
description"  by  a  county  clerk,  an  application  for  survey  which  provides  the 
legal  description  of  the  location  and  the  estimated  cost  of  surveying,  copies 
of  letters  from  the  administrative  cadastral  engineer  to  a  mineral  surveyor 
directing  the  running  of  the  survey  and  assigning  a  survey  number  (which 
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corresponds  to  the  plats  described  in  entry  252),  notes  and  office  memos; 
copies  of  field  notes  of  the  mineral  surveyor;  plats;  and  correspondence 
relating  to  the  survey. 

Occasionally,  a  file  will  contain  a  "reference  file",  which  appears  to  be  a 
compilation  of  the  most  significant  papers  of  the  survey  process  into  one 
distinct  grouping. 

272.  GROUP  SURVEY  FILES  (DEPENDENT  RESURVEYS).  1933-66.  3  1/2  ft. 

Arranged  by  group  survey  number,  205-541,  with  gaps.  Unindexed. 

Group  surveys  files  were  compiled  by  the  field  survey  parties  under  the  con- 
tract system  initiated  in  1910.  These  particular  surveys  are  generally 
"dependent  resurveys"  conducted  at  the  request  of  the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  the 
Grazing  Service,  or  the  Geological  Survey.  Typically  included  in  a  file  are 
lists  of  the  existing  land  use  entries  within  the  survey  area;  papers  author- 
izing the  survey;  special  instructions  with  occasional  supplements  which  often 
include  a  history  of  the  surveys  in  the  area,  procedures  to  be  followed,  and 
diagrams  and  drawings;  lists  of  equipment  issued  to  the  survey  party;  original 
and  copies  of  correspondence  relating  to  the  survey;  field  notes;  and  drawings 
with  notations  about  the  survey  work.  Also  included  are  correspondence 
received  from  and  copies  of  answers  sent  to  land  owners  concerning  the  impact 
the  resurvey  would  have  on  their  holdings.  If  the  survey  was  protested,  the 
file  also  includes  correspondence  concerning  the  protest,  depositions  relating 
to  the  conduct  of  the  survey,  and  explanations  of  conditions  by  the 
surveyors.  Also  included  occasionally  are  notations  on  expenditures,  discus- 
sions of  particular  problems  encountered  during  the  survey,  and  annotated 
plats  and  aerial  photographs. 

273.  EXCHANGE  SURVEYS.  1945-50.  3  files.  1/2  in. 

Arranged  by  survey  number,  370-372.  Unindexed. 

These  files  resemble  the  group  surveys  described  in  entry  272  except  that  they 
specifically  concern  small  parcels  of  land  in  national  parks  or  forests  that 
were  being  surveyed  as  base  lands  for  exchanges. 

274.  COLORADO  INDEMNITY  SCHOOL  LAND  CLEAR  LISTS.  1961-69.  1  ft. 

Arranged  by  clear  list  number,  58-71.  Unindexed. 

These  records  were  created  under  the  legislative  authority  of  the  Act  for 
School  Indemnity  Selections  of  February  26,  1859  (11  Stat.  385)  as  amended 
August  27,  1958  (72  Stat.  928).  Included  in  the  individual  files  is  the 
state's  application  detailing  the  base  lands  and  the  selected  lands,  with 
certification  that  the  assorted  restrictions  on  the  selection  had  been  com- 
plied with.  Also  generally  included  are  correspondence' between  the  State 
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Board  of  Land  Commissioners  and  Bureau  of  Land  Management  officials;  plats; 
notations  on  conflicts,  rights-of-way,  withdrawals,  mineral  claims,  and  other 
points  affecting  clear  title;  reports  from  the  Geological  Survey;  notices  on 
publication  of  information  in  a  local  newspaper;  and  notices  of  the  posting  of 
the  announced  selection.  Occasionally,  there  is  also  a  detailed  report  on  the 
classification  of  the  land  and  the  value  of  the  base  and  selected  lands. 

275.  MISCELLANEOUS  RECORDS  RELATING  TO  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  RESOURCES.  1938- 
66.  1  ft. 

Arranged  alphabetically  by  the  subject  of  each  file.  Unindexed. 

The  subjects  of  these  files  include  cattle  guards,  corrals,  dams  and  ditches, 
fences,  reseeding,  reservoirs,  roads,  springs,  and  stock  and  truck  trails. 
The  files  usually  include  some  form  of  BLM  development  permit  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  subject  project  and  an  abandonement  report  dated  several 
years  later.  A  file  may  also  include  a  project  completion  report,  notations 
on  the  "project  expenditures,"  correspondence,  plats  showing  the  nature  of  the 
proposed  improvement,  and  Colorado  state  applications  for  construction  of  such 
projects  as  livestock  water  tanks.  Some  of  these  works  were  constructed  by 
the  CCC  but  others  were  initiated  by  private  individuals.  Most  of  the 
projects  were  "abandoned"  but  the  word  is  used  to  indicate  that  the  subject 
project  was  no  longer  of  any  use  or  no  longer  within  federal  jurisdiction. 
Examples  of  reasons  for  abandonment  are  that  a  small  livestock  reservoir 
silted  in,  the  project  was  taken  over  by  the  state  or  county,  the  land  was  no 
longer  public  domain,  or  the  project  was  outmoded  by  modern  improvements. 
Fences,  in  particular,  were  abandoned  because  they  were  "...found  to  be  on 
private  land." 

276.  RESEARCH  CONTRACTS.  1961-71.  12  files,  2  in. 

The  material  in  these  files  relates  to  research  contracts  between  the  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  and  a  local  institution,  usually  a  university.  Typical 
contracts  include  ones  with  the  University  of  Colorado  to  catalog  archeologi- 
cal  sites  and  for  preservation  of  pre-historic  Indian  ruins.  Contracts  with 
Colorado  State  University  generally  encompass  agricultural  subjects  such  as 
seeding. 

Each  file  typically  contains  a  copy  of  the  contract  or  cooperative  agreement, 
correspondence,  a  record  of  payments  made  under  the  terms  of  the  contract,  and 
certificates  for  contract  payment.  A  file  may  also  contain  copies  of  annual 
work  plans,  vouchers,  a  "memorandum  of  understanding,"  amendments  to  the 
contracts  (giving  salaries,  travel  data,  the  cost  of  materials,  and  so  forth.) 
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APPENDIX  I 

GLOSSARY 

Abandoned  military  reservation:  A  military  reservation  (fort,  post,  etc.) 
that  has  been  deactivated  and  transferred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for 
final  disposition. 

Acquired  lands:  Federally  owned  lands  that  are  not  considered  public  lands 
and  were  obtained  by  purchase,  condemnation,  gift,  or  by  exchange  for  such 
purchased,  condemned,  or  donated  land. 

Additional  homestead:  A  homestead  entry  that  was  made  by  an  individual  entry 
for  public  lands  additional  to  those  he  had  already  acquired  under  the  home- 
stead laws.  The  total  area  covered  by  the  entryman's  original  and  additional 
homestead  claims  could  not  exceed  the  maximum  acreage  allowed  by  the  class  of 
entry  involved  (i.e.,  a  total  of  160  acres  under  the  Homestead  Act). 

Adverse  claim:  A  notice  of  protest  filed  by  one  claimant  against  the  approval 
of  a  mineral  application  made  by  another  entryman. 

Advisory  board:  An  advisory  committee  that  assists  in  the  administration  of  a 
grazing  district  established  under  the  Taylor  Grazing  Act  of  1934  (48  Stat. 
1269)  and  consists  local  stockmen  who  were  elected  by  the  holders  of  grazing 
leases  within  a  specific  district  and  of  a  wildlife  expert  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Agricultural  college  scrip:  Issued  to  certain  qualifying  states,  the  scrip 
proceeds  from  the  disposition  of  which  were  to  be  used  for  the  support  of 
agricultural  and  mechanical  colleges.  See  Morrill  Act  of  1862  (12  Stat.  503). 

Applicant:  An  individual,  corporation,  state  or  local  government,  or  other 
non-federal  entity  applying  for  rights  in  or  title  to  public  land  or 
resources. 

Application:  The  formal  request  by  the  applicant  for  rights  in  or  title  to 
public  land  or  resources. 

Base  land:  In  a  lieu  selection  or  an  exchange,  base  lands  are  those  areas  to 
which  the  applicant  relinquished  his  rights  as  a  basis  for  his  new  selection. 

Base  line:  The  survey  line  running  east  and  west  which,  in  conjunction  with 
the  north-south  principal  meridian,  forms  the  basis  of  the  rectangular  survey 
system.  In  Colorado,  the  Base  Line  runs  west  from  the  initial  point  (the 
intersection  with  the  meridian)  through  Boulder. 

Cadastral  survey:  The  system  of  creating,  marking,  and  defining  the 
boundaries  of  tracts  of  land.  This  includes  a  field-note  record  of  the  obser- 
vations and  measurements  made,  the  monuments  erected  or  used,  and  the  topo- 
graphy and  a  descriptive  plat. 
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Cancellation:  An  action  undertaken  by  the  General  Land  Office  (later  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management)  to  abrogate  an  entryman's  right  upon  the  public 
domain  for  non-compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  land  laws. 

Cash  certificate:  A  final  certificate  that  was  issued  in  a  cash  entry  claim. 

Cash  entry:  An  entry  upon  the  public  domain  that  was  paid  for  with  cash  by 
the  entryman. 

Claimant:  An  individual,  cooperation,  association,  state  or  local  government, 
etc.,  asserting  title  to  or  rights  upon  the  public  domain. 

Classification:  The  designation  of  specific  areas  of  the  public  domain  as 
having  some  particular  value  for  a  specific  use  or  resource  (mineral,  timber, 
desert  land,  etc.). 

Clear  list:  An  official  statement  from  an  interested  federal  government 
agency,  including  legal  descriptions  of  specific  portions  of  the  public 
domain,  that  no  apparent  objections  exist  to  a  proposed  action  involving  this 
land. 

Coal  entry:  An  entry  made  upon  portions  of  the  public  domain  known  to  contain 
valuable  coal  deposits  under  the  legislative  authority  of  the  Coal  Lands  Act 
of  1873  (17  Stat  607). 

Contest:  The  formal  proceedings  against  a  specific  entry  upon  the  public 
domain  on  the  grounds  that  the  contested  entry  does  not  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  land  laws. 

Decision:  A  written  statement  detailing  the  findings  of  fact  or  law  with 
respect  to  a  particular  application  or  claim  and  usually  associated  with  a 
contested  entry. 

Declaratory  statement:  A  document  filed  at  the  nearest  land  office  by  a 
person  settling  on  unsurveyed  public  domain  or  land  not  yet  opened  for 
claims.  This  declared  the  intention  to  purchase  or  homestead  that  area  when 
it  was  officially  opened  and  gave  preemption  rights  to  the  settler  for  about 
60-180  days. 

Desert  land  application:  An  application  filed  by  a  particular  state  under  the 
(by  a  State)  legislative  authority  of  the  Carey  Act  of  1894  (28  Stat.  372)  to 
claim  arid  public  lands  that  were  suitable  for  irrigated  agriculture. 

Desert  land  entry:  An  entry  made  by  an  individual  claimant  upon  arid  public 
lands,  which  were  classified  as  being  suitable  for  irrigated  agriculture  under 
the  legislative  authority  of  the  Desert  Land  Act  of  1877  (19  Stat.  377). 
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Double  minimum  lands:  Those  public  lands  for  which  the  sale  price,  because  of 
some  particularly  desirable  feature,  was  established  by  law  at  not  less  than 
twice  the  minimum  statutory  price,  which  usually  was  $1.25  per  acre.  The 
double  minimum  price  condition  was  characteristic  of  government  reserved  lands 
within  a  specific  distance  from  a  railroad  right-of-way. 

Enlarged  homestead:  A  homestead  entry  which  did  not  exceed  320  acres  of 
entrynon-irrigable  agricultural  land  and  made  under  the  legislative  authority 
of  the  acts  of  1909  (35  Stat.  639)  and  1910  (36  Stat.  531). 

Entry:  A  generalized  term  for  an  applicant's  claim  upon  the  public  domain. 
Usually  characterized  by  the  type  of  claim  (mineral  entry,  desert  land  entry, 
homestead  entry,  etc.). 

Entryman:  The  applicant 

Exchange:  A  transaction  between  an  entryman  and  the  government  whereby  the 
latter  received  land  or  rights  from  the  former  in  return  for  compensatory  land 
or  rights  elsewhere. 

Field  notes:  The  written  record  of  a  cadastral  survey  compiled  by  the  survey 
party. 

Final  certificate:  A  document  that  affirms  that  an  applicant  is  entitled  to  a 
patent,  having  met  all  the  requirements  of  the  law,  provided  that  no 
irregularities  are  found  in  connection  with  his  claim. 

Final  entry:  The  entry  of  a  claimant  at  the  point  where  a  final  certificate 
is  issued. 

Final  proof:  A  receipt  that  acknowledged  payment  of  whatever  money  was 
required  in  connection  with  the  final  entry. 

Grant:  A  gift  of  public  land  and  defined  either  in  quantity  or  in  place.  A 
word  commonly  used  to  refer  to  the  gifts  of  land  to  individuals  made  by  the 
Spanish  or  Mexican  governments  prior  to  acquisition  of  the  Southwest  by  the 
United  States. 

Grazing  district:  An  administrative  section  of  range  lands  established 
according  to  guidelines  set  forth  in  Section  3  of  the  Taylor  Grazing  Act  (48 
Stat.  1268).  Eight  such  districts  were  established  in  Colorado. 

Grazing  lease:  A  lease  that  authorizes  the  use  of  public  lands  outside  of  an 
established  grazing  district  for  the  foraging  of  livestock. 

Homestead  entry:  An  entry  made  under  the  legislative  authority  of  the  Home- 
stead Act  of  1862  (  12  Stat.  392)  or  its  numerous  modifications  by  which  an 
entryman  settled  upon  and  improved  a  specific  portion  of  the  public  domain 
with  the  intention  of  eventually  securing  title  to  the  land. 
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Improvements:  A  development  of  a  permanent  nature  which  tended  to  increase 
the  value  of  the  land  claim  (buildings,  fences,  reservoirs,  etc.). 

Independent  resurvey:  A  cadastral  survey  which  supercedes  an  older  cadastral 
survey  by  establishing  new  land  boundaries  although  these  may,  to  any  extent, 
be  identical  with  the  older  lines. 

Isolated  tract:  An  amount  of  vacant  lands  not  exceeding  1520  acres  which  is 
surrounded  by  public  lands  that  already  have  been  appropriated  for  another 
purpose. 

Legal  description:  The  township,  range,  section,  and  fractional  section 
numbers  that  designate  the  location  of  a  tract  within  the  rectangular  survey 
sytstem. 

Lot:  A  subdivision  of  a  section  which  is  not  exact  and,  therefore,  not  con- 
viently  described  in  terms  of  quarters.  A  lot  is  typically  irregular  in  shape 
and  acreage  and  is  designated  by  a  number. 

Military  bounty  land  warrant:  A  type  of  scrip  issue  used  to  reward  veterans, 
their  heirs  or  assignees  for  military  service.  The  last  authorizing  act  was 
in  1855  though  warrants  were  issued  much  later. 

Mineral  entry:  A  cash  entry  upon  the  public  domain  which  was  to  be  held  as 
either  a  mining  claim  or  as  a  mill  site. 

Mineral  survey:  A  cadastral  survey  of  a  mineral  claim  run  from  at  least  one 
mineral  monument  to  a  corner,  usually  No.  1,  of  the  claim. 

Mining  claim:  An  entry  made  upon  portions  of  the  public  domain  classified  as 
containing  valuable  minerals.  Discovery  of  valuable  minerals  entitled  the 
finder  to  a  patent  upon  payment  of  $2.50  per  acre  for  placer  claims  or  $5.00 
per  acre  for  lode  claims.  The  first  comprehensive  mining  law  was  passed  on 
July  26,  1866. 

National  forest:  A  homestead  entry,  not  exceeding  160  acres,  initiated  under 
the  legislative  authority  of  the  act  of  June  11,  1906  (34  Stat.  233),  which 
permitted  homesteading  within  a  national  forest  upon  lands  classified  as  more 
valuable  for  agriculture  than  forestry. 

Patent:  The  legal  document  conveying  title  to  a  specific  portion  of  the 
public  domain  upon  an  entryman  after  he  had  satisfied  all  requirements  for 
gaining  such  title. 

Placer  claim:  A  mining  claim  entered  upon  mineralized  public  domain  but  not 
embracing  a  vein  or  lode.  "Placers"  typically  refer  to  the  washing  out  of 
alluvial  deposits  in  stream  beds. 
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Plat:  A  map  usually  drawn  from  the  field  notes  and  showing  the  boundaries, 
subdivisions,  acreage,  topography,  improvements,  mineral  claims,  and  other 
features  of  a  specific  region.  A  plat  could  be  of  a  mineral  claim,  townsite, 
township,  right-of-way,  or  any  similar  area  which  had  been  surveyed. 

Preemption:  A  cash  entry  made  under  the  legislative  authority  of  the 
Distribution-Preemption  Act  of  1841  (5  Stat.  567)  or  its  subsequent  modifica- 
tions. Preemption  was  a  method  of  protecting  squatters  who  had  settled  land 
in  advance  of  its  being  opened  for  claims  by  allowing  them  formally  to  enter 
their  lands  without  competition  at  the  time  of  such  an  opening.  (See  also 
Declaratory  Statement) 

Principal  meridian:  The  survey  line  running  north  and  south  which,  in  con- 
junction with  the  base  line,  forms  the  basis  of  the  rectangular  survey 
system.  Most  of  the  surveys  in  Colorado  are  measured  from  the  Sixth  Principal 
Medirian  which  runs  through  eastern  Kansas.  The  southwestern  portion  of  the 
state  is  surveyed  from  the  New  Mexico  Principal  Meridian. 

Private  land  claim:  A  claim  to  a  specific  portion  of  land  based  upon  a  right 
obtained  by  the  claimant  while  the  land  was  under  the  control  of  a  foreign 
government.  In  Colorado  most  of  these  claims  were  derived  from  Spanish  and 
Mexican  grants. 

Protest:  A  formal  objection  to  an  entry  or  application. 

Quarter  section:  One  quarter  of  a  section  of  a  township  and  usually  desig- 
nated as  either  the  northeast,  northwest,  southeast,  or  southwest  quarter  and 
containing  160  acres. 

Receiver:  The  government  official  in  the  local  land  office  who  was  respon- 
sible for  accepting  and  accounting  for  the  public  funds  associated  with  land 
claims. 

Register:  The  government  official  in  the  local  land  office  who  was  charged 
with  receiving  applications  for  entries,  annotating  the  tract,  serial 
register,  and  plat  books;  preparing  monthly  reports  on  such  transactions; 
compiling  the  papers  which  would  eventually  comprise  the  land  entry  case 
files;  and  forwarding  this  material  to  the  General  Land  Office. 

Rejection:  A  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  accept  an 
application  because  it  was  improperly  filed  or  conflicted  with  the  public  land 
laws. 

Relinquishment:  A  voluntary  yielding  up  of  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
entryman. 

Right-of-way:  The  use  of  public  lands  to  make  a  corridor  for  certain  speci- 
fied purposes  such  as  construction  of  a  railroad,  pipeline,  road,  or  telephone 
lines. 
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Scrip:  A  certificate  which  was  used  like  cash  to  allow  the  holder  to  select  a 
specified  number  of  acres  from  the  public  domain  for  settlement.  The  most 
common  in  stances  of  scrip  were  veterans'  bonuses  and  Morril  Act  issues  but  a 
large  number  of  small,  special  scrip  authorizations  were  also  made  over  the 
years. 

Serial  register  book:  A  type  of  recordkeeping  system  which  began  on  July  1, 
1908.  The  serial  system  assigned  consecutive  entry  numbers  to  claimants  in 
the  order  in  which  they  filed  at  the  local  land  office  regardless  of  where 
their  claim  was  in  the  district. 

Soldiers'  additional:  A  type  of  homestead  entry  based  upon  Civil  War  service 
homestead  entry  which  allowed  a  veteran  to  claim  the  amount  of  land  by  which 
his  original  homestead  was  less  than  160  acres.  (Soldiers'  and  Sailors  Act  of 
1872;  17  Stat.  333). 

Stockraising:  A  type  of  homestead  entry  made  under  the  legislative  homestead 
entry  authority  of  the  Stockraising  Homestead  Act  of  1916  (39  Stat.  863) 
which  provided  for  the  homesteading  of  up  to  640  acres  of  land  that  had  been 
classified  as  being  chiefly  valuable  for  grazing  and  forage  crops. 

Timber  and  stone  entry:  A  type  of  cash  entry  made  under  the  legislative 

authority  of  the  Timber  and  Stone  Act  of  1878  (20  Stat.  90)  for  portions  of 

the  public  domain  deemed  chiefly  valuable  for  their  timber  or  stone  resources 
and  unfit  for  cultivation. 

Timber  culture  entry:  An  entry  made  under  the  the  Timber  Culture  Act  of  1873 
(17  Stat.  605),  which  allowed  entryman  to  claim  up  to  a  quarter  section  in 
return  for  planting  and  nurturing  a  required  number  of  acres  in  trees. 

Town-site  entry:  A  cash  entry  upon  the  public  domain  in  an  area  already 
segregated  for  disposal  as  an  urban  development  and  often  further  subdivided 
into  blocks  and  lots. 

Township:  A  township  is  the  major  subdivision  resulting  from  the  rectangular 
survey  system.  With  minor  deviations  a  township  is  six  miles  square,  contains 
23,040  acres,  and  is  referred  to  by  its  legal  description  derived  from  the 
principal  meridian  and  base  line.  A  township  was  normally  further  divided 
into  36  sections  of  one  mile  square. 

Tract  book:  These  are  record  books  maintained  by  the  local  land  office  with  a 
duplicate  set  kept  by  the  General  Land  Office  in  which  were  recorded  claims 
upon  the  public  domain.  They  are  arranged  by  legal  description. 

Withdrawal:  An  action  by  the  government  restricting  disposal  of  the  public 
domain  in  a  specific  region  for  some  particular  purpose  such  as  a  reclamation 
project  or  the  creation  of  a  national  forest. 
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APPENDIX  II 

DIVISIONS  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE 

Division  A:  This  was  the  administrative  division  of  the  General  Land  Office 
and  exercised  general  supervision  over  the  activities  of  the  agency.  This 
included  appointments  and  promotions,  leaves,  bonds,  personnel,  equipment, 
expenditures,  and  requisitions.  Division  A  handled  the  correspondence  relat- 
ing to  the  local  land  offices,  the  administration  of  such  offices  including 
opening  new  ones  and  closing  others,  and  managed  the  opening  and  sale  of 
Indian  reservation  land. 

Division  B:  This  was  the  office  directly  concerned  with  patents.  It  was 
responsible  for  furnishing  certified  copies  of  official  records  needed  as 
proofs  of  title. 

Division  C:  This  office  was  the  one  directly  concerned  with  land  claims  made 
under  the  homestead  laws. 

Division  D:  The  records  management  division  which  kept  the  files,  records, 
and  indexes  and  managed  the  mail. 

Division  E:  This  office  exercised  general  supervision  over  public  surveys. 

Division  F:  Land  office  business  pertaining  to  desert  land  claims,  reclama- 
tion projects,  rights-of-way,  permits,  easements,  power  sites,  and  certain 
withdrawals  and  restorations  were  handled  by  this  office. 

Division  G:  Responsible  for  the  land  grants  to  states  and  corporations. 

Division  H:  Handled  all  contests  except  for  mineral  claims,  which  were 
handled  by  Division  N. 

Division  K:  Indian  Lands  Division  which  administered  Indian  allotments, 
homesteads,  and  the  opening  and  sale  of  reservations  (with  Division  A).  This 
office  also  handled  other  land  claims  which  Division  C  did  not  handle  includ- 
ing preemption  and  graduation,  town  sites,  military  bounty  land  warrants, 
agricultural  college  and  other  forms  of  scrip,  town  sites,  private  land 
claims,  lieu  selections,  credit  system  entries,  and  abandoned  military  reser- 
vations. 

Division  L:  The  map  division  which  had  responsibility  for  the  plats,  field 
notes,  compiling  and  copying  of  plats,  and  the  publication  of  the  annual  map 
of  the  United  States. 

Division  M:  The  accounting  office  which  maintained  general  responsibility 
over  the  accounts  of  both  the  General  Land  Office  in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  the 
field  offices. 
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Division  N:  Mineral  Land  Division  with  responsibility  for  mineral  applica- 
tions, patents,  leases,  and  contests.  It  was  also  responsible  for  adjusting 
claims  between  mineral  and  non-mineral  lands. 

Division  0:  This  office  was  responsible  for  maintaining  the  tract  books  and 
the  posting  of  land.  It  also  recorded  all  land  claims,  withdrawals,  and 
cancellations. 

Division  FS:  The  Field  Service  Division  handled  the  reports  of  special  agents 
concerning  fraud,  trespass,  and  enclosures.  This  office  also  was  concerned 
with  evictions,  suits  to  cancel  patents,  and  the  granting  of  soldiers'  addi- 
tional homesteads. 
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APPENDIX  III 

SURVEYORS  GENERAL  OF  COLORADO 

Francis  Case  1861-1863 
John  Pierce  1863-1867 
William  Lessig  1867-1874 
Thomas  Searight  1874-1877 
William  Campbell  1877-1879 
Albert  Johnson  1879-1883 
Norman  Meldrum  1883-1885 
James  Dawson  1885-1887 
Oney  Carstarphen  1888-1890 
E.C.  Humphrey  1890-1893 
Thomas  Robinson  1894-1898 
C.G.  Goodale  1899-1900 
John  F.  Vivian  1901-1904 
W.S.  Lewis  1905-1910 
Timothy  O'Connor  1911-1914 
John  B.  McGuaran  1915-1920 
William  H.  Clark  1921-1925 
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